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HE NEVER Melantha i j 


ference, or preferred her in his 

, ſhe had fo: many ſiy con- 
trivances to throw forth the in- 
ſolence of her heart, that] Fancy 
ſhe muſt: have lived without ſleep in orders to, 
have invented them: Had ſhera Zfeult part; 
to act, as that inſolence was to be viſible oplyt - 
nat, and; Ty bid e the es of Fer, 
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But Melantha 618 baffled in Row Wh ign of . 


5 becoming the object of my envy; for I knew 


ORF" 


EX. Pio 5 1 the wrong 15 0 of e expe 0 
a. 7: "their own countenances, which they deſire to 
keep hid. This double part allo is generally = 
undertaken for the ſame purpoſe as the dark 


to 2 plant ſome red 


her character; and that ſhe ſhould act conform - 
able to it was neither matter of my wonder or 
vexation. It was the behaviour of Ferdinand 
alone that was capable in the leaſt degree of in- 


flueneing my mind. Inſolence I was certain 


could not take root in his heart; it was not the 
proper ſoil to produce ſuch weeds. I think, as 
Deldemona ſays, „ the fun where he was born 


24 drew all ſuch humours from him.” Had he 


even dropped any expreſſion, which, at firſt 


- ſight, I might have conſtrued into inſolence, 1 
mould have blamed myſelf for ſuch a conſtruc- 


tion, and ſhould carefully have ſearched my 


own heart for the cauſe of ſuch an error. 


ſhould have arraigned ſome indulged inclination ' 


of perverting my judgment: I ſhould have en- 
deavoured firſt to have diſcovered, and then to 
have driven it from my boſom.  ' + 


The Cx v, conſcious that they had never im- 


puted any miſtake to their own inclinations; 
that they had never ſearched their own hearts 
for any error, and therefore had never found the 
only place where it lay hid; were very angry 
with Portia for pretending to aſſert, that ſhe 
of had ever exerted reſolution enough to ſtand ſuch 
A ſelf- examination. Then, for u part, and, 
EL Ei do not pretend; Sc. &c. were re- echoed 
1 2 W and all thoſe ſentences. 
1 | Which 


— 


dun bechn with FSA oy part | Abts 1 * of lf 
* ways Iaply ee for You part vb do. 3 At 
_ ſt the Cay, from this account of Portla's i in- 
— examination of her own mind, 1 
- up a very dd accuſation z for dropping 1-2 
me laſt Kad of horſe. they dwelt on the con. 
dence ſhe had placed in Ferdinand; noddedd, 
Winked, and ekulted in the diſcovery that the 
Was the moſt partial creature breath i ng. 1 
Vas no wonder, they ſaid, for a wat; q actu- 
ated fo ſtrongly by bai as Portia was, to 
dwell on the Nest eſteem ſhe had for the mam 
mne liked. It was acting juſt like all the reſt in 
the world. They could not make her the MC 
pliment of thinking ſhe had, in this Inſtance, . 
any ſuperiority over the reſt of Ber N They 
were too ſincere to flatter her in ſuch a manner. 
Then was the word PARTIALITY again beg 
Fee from. one tothe Her; 3 and the your ; 


et 59 a2 li r e * 15 e 

Portia Abo to berlelk rats A word Au. 
 TIAL1TY had no more to do with what ſhe had +« Wt 
been ſaying, than the Word fopxes: but to WM 
eonvince the Cx that 5 Ad thing they leafs td 


1 is not perfectly to the purpoſe,” W 8 a taſte 
Which ſhe- nes would be in vain; the 


them therefore what idea they al really 41 7 N. 
ed to the word e 11 N 4 RO TEIN? 
The CRV were ſome time before they 
any anſwer to this queſtion; at laſt tlic, 1 5 
duced ſo many, that to enumerate them 1 5 
de endleſs: but the ſum and ſubſtance 6f 4 20 the 
| meaning-that could be extracted from half an 
| hour's. e Was fme- 5 
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 approbatio . 
2 Ie Apt ll, leid Clodig, from the Cavs 
0 e will approye in one perſon the ven 
ry lame: ane ich it congemas in angther.!; 
PosT:a:.; Upleßß the inducemant to ſack 
approbati 885 can be proved itò be an ill: grounded 
tained d:from. us by flattery, I ſee no- 
ing ſo abſurd ; in ſuch a favourable gonſtruttion 
of ſome, men's. w Words 3nd: Wos Forion due 
1 8 90 We. 33 find itz Icheliase, true 
t forms. PE: ſoaps hayę & right tn qu pattiality's 
or IR rom the uniform innocence that runz 
through their converſation; they havera ightito 
Fo it as a piecę of, quſtice at our hands, that 
we ſhould; interpret in their faygur any; ned 
ental appearance; of, an In theis 
M an theix ſeg gtimentor bib: = 
7, a obs ; ls partaliey, »gughs:: 
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of Devil; Oat ir r auth} bo «ales okay ws 
to yield our belief without the ſtron 5 proofs 8 : : bl 
| that: a peach. tee will not produde {our cribs? Sl 5 
or is it prejudice Ah 62 pour Crabtree" not 1 
to expect from it che melting N = oY 18 
_ the not yielding our allefvto'the poſh 

a peach-tree's bearing: erabs.:might * a 

as much propriety, be ter mei 1 ty; as the 
unbounded confidence I have ereſſed towards 
_. the innocent and Well-regufatetl migds of Fer 
dittand and Gordelia. If. With "juſtice: alſo we 
= bw. apply:th&word!y& Ez }U DICE tO anyone's . 
im the belief thatipeaches are not Po. 
7 by crab; trees, then with equal juſtice 
muſt I ſtand condemned of prejudice for Pro- 
nouncing, that the language of Oliver and Me-. 
lantha (however they may endeavour to diſguiſe 
their thoughts) muſt be the gente fruit of the i 
ru, Which are crawling: and dwiſting them. 1 
elves about their wretched hearts. The true Eo RF 
dliſtinction between that eapricious pariialiß, We 
Which is the reſult of wrong judgment, and that 
tendency towards. approving, hay | ſometimes . WH 
excuſing our friends, Wbem lng tried ane bs - 
ence hath: endear# to ds, is te me ſo plain, --M 
that I ſhould haverſaid verylitile on the ſubjedt- | KS, 

lid I not daily perceive that the great dread of - 

- appearing partial, and the general outery for. 
Impartiality, hath opened a field for mankind _ Wi 
to give a looſe to every. degree of: Harry in . 1 


2 


8 3 juſtice, to 1 with an iron 1 rare Ins 2 _— 
| get; tomeargy. This great love of impartiality. _—_ 


 Tometimes goes ſo far as not to ſuffer men's 
failings to reit with them in their Sage and 
"on us on to the tearing 25 the wound Ss; NPs 


we, 


FH: dur ad, friends, and, as Mr Addiſon fay ys, 
8 expoſing them to public view: but by this 1 
renting. and tearing them open (to continue the 


metaphor) they muſt neceſſarily be enlarged, 


and often to a little ſcar is given the appear- 
ance of a ghaſtly wound. In a rigid, or call it 


an impartial examination, into the merits of 
the living, it may be ſuppoſed that the amend. 


ment of the perſon is deſigned by ſuch rough _ 
phyſie; but the pretence of probing the waunds - 
of the dead, in order to heal them, is by death 


rendered impoſſible. Where then can be the 


utility or. inducement to ſuch impartial juſtice ? 


I am afraid the inducement is found in the ſe- 


curity ariſing from the common ſaying, that 
dead dogs, 
| ſays, is omething muſty) and the utility in the 


& c.“ (the proverb, as Hamlet 


railing of our own fame on the mee Tepliths 
ons of our dead friends. ae 
The CRT, although they were 1 0 "toad of 


agreeing with Portia, were ſtruck with ſuch a 


reverential awe for themſelves whenever the 


mould be dead, that they did not contradict her 


ſentiments on this head: but they carried their 
. for the dead to ſuch an extreme, as 
8 ſnewed they had e to yes 125 bed 1 
nan creature . 91 ; 
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Þ fpite of all the pains Melantha took in act- 
I ing her double part, and carrying her dark 
Lantern ſteady, it often turned its light upon 
herſelf, and gave me fo full a view of her, as 
to enable me with certainty, 1 believe, to draw 
her picture. From a woman's behaviour to 
her lover and her friends around her, it is no 
difficult taſk. to deſeribe every ſtep ſhe would 
take on being married to the man whom ſhe be- 
| Heves to be the choice of another. And if 1 
may be permitted once more to aſſume the cha- 
racter of Melantha, I will endeavour fairly to 
exhibit the life which her imagination muſt have 
formed in being the wife of Ferdinand, 
The CR were not ſo averſe to this propoſal 
of Portia's, as from their averſion to all her | 
imaginary flights of fancy might have been ex2 Mi 
5 pected: they had a faint remembrance, that inn 
6 Portia's laſt repreſentation of Melantha it turn 
1 ed out to her own mortification; and deſirous of | 
5 once more enjoying ſuch pleaſing ſounds, „ 
1 with ready — intreated her to tell 
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1 e * what manner the 1 Melantha en- | 


1 
4 "Mm 
| 
wb 


joyed herſelf when ſhe was married to Ferdi - 
„„ 5 
Po TIA. Whether in reality Melantha ever 
enjoyed that ſuperior lot, is not at preſent my 
purpoſe to declare: but at the time when ſhe 
had made herſelf believe that it was her higheſt 
-wiſh to become the wife of Ferdinand, while 
ſhe was labouring under ſome apprehenffons leſt 
I ſhould be the object of his choice, and yet 
from his complacency of temper had gathered 
hopes enough to form a diſtant proſpect of ſuc- 
ee: ' theſe were the thoughts which I doubt 
not ſometimes paſſed within her boſom. Oh 
that I could but once make Ferdinand fully 
% declare. himſelf my lover, to free me from 
ee thoſe dreadful apprehenſions which I confeſs 
1 I ſometimes have, that Portia is more agree- 
able to him than myſelf! For fear of loſing 
4 e my deſired prize, I would ſoon fix him in the 
„ marriage chains; but I would fo far conceal 
e my inward triumph over Portia, the neglect - 
1 ed Portia, that I would more aſſiduouſly than 
ee ever ſeek her converſation, and force myſelf 
* into her friendſhip. I would intreat her 
& company to church on the ſolemn day of 
% opr marriage; I would engage her not to 
| {© refuſe me, by urging to her her own decla- 
„ xations of the pleaſure ſhe always took in be- 
% holding her friend's. happineſs. I would in- 
6 {iſt upon her going with us to make ſome. 
4 s. ſtay at our pleaſant eountry- houſe, which 1 
e intend Ferdinand ſhall take for me on my 
„ wedding. Her delight in his company and 
% converſation would induce her to accept my 
e offer; for I have often heard the mean-ſpi- 


4 rited creature declare, that if ſhe loved anyx 
374 JS 3 man, 


* * 


N 1 1 8 


rn te br xo hehe, 
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1; ov mA” 
Ai, mind 5 Ne 1555 unaccountable 
deen ee Fortia] 45 50 bee was! pot 5 
Phi 80 to, Ferdinand allomy: love to E- 0 
9 en 1 +yaniſh;with a vengeance, is may | 
of 2 or nothing leſs than vengeance. could 
appeaſe! the iy eg my breaſt, Daggers 
: Hu wpuls 5 dne dee nor ud 
7 Aces DE--MALe.laath{orng $6) 
4 8 Would A1 e it — 
of wales e r Be avant! they; 
ee 411 And let meo again 9 0 
If mylet f th Erl happy! Woman. 7 TE 
| w wild with, Porta. to-agcompapy. us 40 
” k copntryrbouſe at: as, ſoon e 
 Sofertled I wen give erer J fan epa, 
bland s fee remarkable for the is 
Fa ph: gepteel families, who hog Lect yi þ| 
ef e wel sr their, great politeneſs to ſtran- 
Aera, Lihopld not want ectators and admi- 
115 rers of my wedding. eloaths, the-neatneſs of - 
Ct CE RAE che kehnels pf. my plate, and 
3h „ Sf my fancy in ching; (elle, 
öde But b che Je Would, Be be in 
. oft tholcitrifling dang hi many 
Ir gan give any one poſſeſſion ß but in 
ae Mx and, \.\. When at 1 9 ä 
* amer leamed men; Ferdinand talked ag len. 
4% diy as they, I Would Frequently interrupt 
him with u RAR and M L OVB lo 2s 
1 let che company ons migte for get 
120 1 . me AN 5 us ew goat. ſenſe 
6 ulband. Let all hig good ſenſe in 
5 #6. NF Auſoupd, IL e by trick 
Can e B 5 | 
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rred to uVsEL A. 


4 This T would e by watching narrow 


e after ſome peculiarity in in my huſdand's tem- 
per; which being once found, I would make 
44 ſuch a buſtle about complying with it before 


% company, that they"fhould a Ways 60 as 
18 ſattsbed with the notion of my ſuperior un- | 


« derſtanding, which could thus condefcend to 
4 humour a man in his unaecountable whims. 


«© Ferdinand's'openneſs of temper and genero- 
« ſity of mind would make him conceal no- 


4 thing from me; and 1 ſhould every day find 


= 


« ſhould know no more of me than I thought 


* 


ſomething new to work -upon, - whilft he 


4+ proper; nor would 1 fail to have ſome'hid- 
den, as well as fome apparent view in all en 


h oy 


% actions. I would leave no methods untried 


4 to retain Portia ſtill in our family, as a con- 
1 ſtant 'witnefs of my triumph. She -would 


perhaps ſoon ſee through all: my tricks; and 


9 find me out; but this would by no means 


% endeavour' to prevent, as 1 know that no- 
% thing could afflit her more than to ſee her 
46 beloved Ferdinand dealt with thus treache- 


. rouſſy. I ſhould then have the inward ſatif- 
4e faction to know, that Portia with a moſt 
146 poignant regret would ſecretly think, O that 


/ had been happy enough ta have pleaſed 17 7 1% 1 

'« how differently wokld T have acted towards him! 
% But whatever Portia might think or ſee, Ne 

4% muſt not dare to fay the leaſt word to Fer- 


4 dinand: for, if ſhe ſhould, what a elamor 


4 would I ſoon raiſe againſt her as a miſchief- 
% maker! How would T extol, in the higheſt 


4 terms, my own civility to her? How would 


el ns her with the names 0 of treacherous 


4 „ 


f . 


„„ Torr * . 
86. nid e I would load ber with this. | 
4 accuſation of making a breach between me 

& and my lawful huſband. I would contrive _ 

* that the whole world ſhould believe that her 

« deſign was to allure Ferdinand from his vir- 

% tuous wife. Then would Portia's infamy be 

4 the conſequence ; and 1 ſhould enjoy all the 
4c raptures of the higheſt revenge“ 

The minds of the Cx V now all ſmpathized 

40 ſtrongly with the raptures of Melantha for 
this compleat triumph over Portia, that they 
could admit no other image. They fairly for- 

got in whoſe perſon Portia had been ſpeaking 3 
they imagined Melantha preſent before their 
eyes. They declared that it was ever their o- 
15 | that Portia would at laſt come to the 
igheſt diſgrace. They pity'd poor Melantha 
for entertaining ſuch a treacherous gueſt, and _ 
abuſed Portia, as if ſhe was abſent, in the 1 1 = 
virulent terms they could invent. . 
Portia at firſt was a little ſtartled, and aol 
not directly comprehend their meaning. But 
Una ſaid— Don't you perceive, Portia, that the 

CRY have all drank of the Circean cup; they 

are intoxicated by the pleaſure of ſuppoſing it 
8 poſſible for Melantha to have the power of 
treating you in ſuch a manner. They are ſo 
7 drunk with their own inclinations, that they 
4 
8 


have literally loſt their ſenſes, and are meta- 
pborically all ſtanding upon their heads. 
Portia plainly ſaw their transformation; but 
ſhe took no other method of reducing them a- 


gain into their natural forms, than thus to con- 
f tinue her diſcourſe. | 
. Peoria. Theſe, from the knowledge 1 


have of Melantha' s mind, were ſometimes her 


T1 > ” ; pleaſing 


IEEE ED OE ße em 


? „ W . 
| FR DID S ; but like the poor man in the 
Spectator, ſhe found her baſket overturned; 
and all her imaginary joys vaniſhed by the ob- 
truding thought, that perhaps Ferdinand might 
be able to look through all her deſigns, and 
prevent all her endeavours of impoſing on him; 
and twas poſſible beſides that ſhe might never 
be his wife; © This thought awakened the Cx r 
alſo from their pleaſing dream. They bated the 
light, and wiſhed,-like Nell in the farce, that 
they could have dreamt for ever. They recol- 
lected their on fantaſtie behaviour, when their 
heads were ſo topſy turvy, as to believe Melan- 
| tha preſent, and Portia abſent. Their dread © 
leſt Portia as well as Una had obſerved their 
being thus miſtaken, and, what was yet worſe, 
had penetrated the tgotive to their miſtake, rouſ 
#d all the TUR BA in their boſoms, and ſet their 
Nchole ſouls into a flame: at laſt they turned off 
their rage by burſting into a loud fit of laughter, 
2s if they had! ſuddenly found a good jeſt: and 
oon Portia's enquiring the cauſe, they declared 
that they were laughing to think how ſhe- ank 
Una were miſtaken in believing them to be in 
Anzertor, For they only pretended to miſtake 
Portia- for Melantha, and were following her 
ee in A Harare own eee 


— "—; * A i 
- 2 


Wen. 


— —— 
en” - —_— 


. — 2 
* ö \ 


"Re r a ann i — — — — - — * = : £ 
e E DA NO SIE So A Pers Py : — 5 
PPP www Eee ES ne ae, e . g 25 eee 
I 3 e r N NEON 2 0 " 8 4 5 II > OREN 
5 n — r neſt 2 r — atv — 5 5 2 — 
, = = N * — ———— 12 * £ — r 8 0 
> 2 . — a 
= . n „ „ * ry * {4 
7 N 0 — : 
F N N T 


AA 


5 
75 
3 
8 
* 
* "i 
\ £33 
N 
* 
I . 
3 
* 
v2 
. 
"8 
v9 
{i 
' 85 
* 
1 
5 
5 


r ae IE Wruiine one 
4 . —_ 
2 — — 


F wi eas 
S 
. 


# 3 5 3 
1. : 55 417 A E F 
» a > . CY 8 7 
r $14 11 * 4 # k SOT * 
4 „„ ain 11 ; ASI ENTESIE 
4 "A, 1 „ * 3 * 
* : „ *% 4 82 / [1 * 13 * * 1 8 
4 To F l 67'S 49 >: p 34h % 2 1 
8 * 
bY 2 11 f BY © VOY if „ 
” 4s 11 ĩ ELF | FLAY 18 SS ws 28 $4 3 1 r q 2 
« 
* ' 
a ? E 2 3 
' * W > 8 * 1 13 + ad wy "gps — 4 * 4 
240 # 1 £14133 2-43 3.4 4 K : 131 * x — „ 2 
— ** < M * ] ? 3 
— ; * 2 1 5 . : 9 
E . 1 r * 7 I X „ } #\'s * hos 1 % 2 
%# > Ls #5 „ 4 > #2 3 1 1 Fo & 7 * ; * 4 , 
5 . | a * 
ph . 
Ss F 4 5 ö 5 * 
172 - 22 inne , 1 , - A 8 a 
as "if „ 5 1 ö 3 * — 42 5 
* 2 2 Teh 5 * 
8 2 
— 


4 
_ 
A. 
> 
Fa 
. "_ 


"BG 102 fl 28 


: lantha, 1 could not from his behaviour polnive. 


too generally ariſes only from indignation at 


aut The inward) miſery of- Oliver is not to hens. 
me deſire of revenge againſt me and;Melantha, 
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5 Ar, T HER Ferdinand had at that ti 
one ſerious thought of marrying Me 


ly, diſcover: and from this uneertainty my moſt 
aſſiduous care was neeeflary tos prelerve ſuch 
an even balance in my mind, as to prevent my 
being elated by ſelf-flattery into deceitful hopes, 
founded only on my own: imagination. Nor on 


the other hand did: L give way to deſpair, which 


not being treated according to the opinion we 
have formed of our on deſerts, e 1 
Whilſt it wears the face of modeſty, is ſculking Wil 
behind a borrowed diſguiſe, and is aſhamed- 10 2] '3 is 
Mew itſelf in its own natural colours. 4 1 


ſctibed on finding himſelf thus diſregarded; — Is _ 


for our preference of Ferdinand; actuated ani 
*torniented his mind: the deſie of qa pr 
gainſt his brother for deſerting tothe; rr ene . 
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14 
0 be every corner of his boſom. . . 
de, the proper place of reſt, afforded him no 
repoſe. And never were the words of the pro- 
phet, that © there is no peace, faith my Gop, 

. to the wicked,” more truly verified than in 

the boſom of Oliver: as he was poſſeſſed with 
the higheſt degree of revenge, he was conſe- 

== oppreſſed with the higheſt degree. of 
e | 
3 at this picture dropped her eyes in token 
of ſoft pity, and turned her thoughts on Portia's 

Invocation to Bedlam, to enlarge itſelf. 

Wbilſt the eyes of all the Gx v glared with 
horror, and altho* they felt to the quick the 
truth of Portia's deſcription, yet they declared 

That it bore no reſemblance to any thing in na- 

ture, and was only a phantom of her own brain. 

They grew alſo ſo wondroufly tender- hearted 

and humane, that they could not indure (they 

ſaid) to think on ſuch a picture of horror, as 
that with which Portia had preſented them. But 
this was not the firſt time ſhe had endeavoured 
to expoſe human nature, by dwelling on its de- 
formities, or rather the e r be of her own | 
ine. ice imagination. | 
Then, they would puls on 1 others for 
truth, what they were conſcious was an abſo- 
| Jute falſehood; and Dueſſa herſelf, their chief 
orator, undertook with all her eloquence to 
lead the cauſe of benevolence, and to accuſe 

Pons of Having denied. its NE" in ITY 

nature. 

Dueſſa carfcamet 18 port perfectly to their 
MtisfaQtion. She traced back by a partial re- 
membrance all that Portia had ſaid, capable of 

| being wrelted to their preſent purpoſe, She 5 

culſe 


no COIN 


cüſed ner of having juſtified bad Ane and 


| depreciated good ones, in her pretended diſtinc- 


tions between Prior's Emma, lady Anne, and 


the Epheſian matron. Portia's introducing the 


mew terms of 'DEXTRA and SINISTRA; was in⸗ 


_  tterpreted by Nueſſa into a deſign of exalting her 

| favourites, and abuſing thoſe to whom ſhe bore 
__ cars inveterate hatred. And from a long detail 

of attempted arguments, Dueſſa in the end de- 

duced this logical coneluſion; that all nice dif 
tinctions of characters are intended as a gene- 


Aal ſatire againſt mankind; hand finiſhed her ha- 
5 Trangue with an aſſertion, that Portia was the 


mo malevolent ſatirical creature that ever ver 
1 _ bort 417 
PoxrIA. 80 hoory: « charge as yon bas 
Poa muſtered: up againſt me, O ye CRY, I 
cannot well paſs by in filence; but to the can- 
dor of Una I appeal, whether I am deſerving 
of your rigorous cenſures: or whether my en- 
daeavours have not been to ſupport the exiſtence 
of good characters; and to ſhew that the ſeeds 
| of good. nature, denevolence, and every amiable 
 -quality, are in almoſt every human breaſt; and 
would undoubtedly yield the fruit of ſuch grain, 
Were they not ee and ſmothered by the 
0 rank weeds, which men through choice, and 
not neceſſity, take pains to cultiv ate. 


ö That my being deſirous of introdueing the 
ova DEXTER: into the mind, to expreſs an up- 

htneſs of acting as well, as the six IST ER is 
| ned, td point out paltry and baſe deſigns, can, 


I confeſs, as fairly be proved to ariſe from my 
15 deſire of depreciating human nature, as that all | 


Mou EH dem are 4 777 „ mankind. 
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408 . Freren — character, the:- man 


9 Mahir, Mien, s hd 18 
. 2. 9 


io Waffel cont Asehe 
Elend aid Did on not, O e CRY per- 
Ai ycurſel ves, ahdwere- ye 00. 8 


at firſt I'wis defirous of introdueing to 
a good character, and ſo far from thinking 


FS ener declared him of myrown' acquaint- 


3 
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unce, you ſcreamed out that it was the: rALEr- 


5 Ess Mon sriE A; but wien contraſted it With 


- A badiones: yon farcured me with your attention, 
a0 hung on my words in Hopes of receiving 
food for your malice. Your reſolutely denying 
ths there was to be found ſich a real: icharaHter 
us miſs Jenny, and yeti yaurgeadineſs:to apply 
che characters of te 8 0h Ben RUSBotthninl” 1 
Manny, in my ſtoryiof the merrhants daugb- 
ders, Folly! prove: the High-opintian yanbayctof 
chuman nature, which your gow! pretencd:{orfire- 
n vindicate: If I commend any õne 
Crom my own knowledge, you accuſe me of 
| wpartiality ; if from theꝰ fame certainty i diſ- 
Plraiſe or cenſure, tis ſet downete the abcount 
f prejudice!” I cannot even wanmlyltadmire 
he weritings of a knownrand approved author, 
but you immediately: call forth for me the 
 abufive) appellation af n in hopes by theſe 
means toi mark with oontempt and ſcorn Cour 


7 ind of defervedprafes ot 1 On Vo mh 
aur eager chirſt after me nthodsc pf bulng 
mme very little: do bie b r ch But your 


| 1 loutery that human nature zis viliſied, Men one 


falſe on rotten; heart 6s detected, your having 
ab words VIRTVE TRIS BENE OLENGE: con- 


tinually 


2 dnmnily in- pvr e e your belto wing every 
> human virtue profuſely on all mankind, but ta- 
N king them poſitively from every individual, is ſo 
common, ſo ſtale a practice, in order to im- 
N poſe upon the world a belief of your on great 
EN goodneſs , that nothing but PETE. Mn 
5 | an be deceived by it. 
. If Tam miſtaken, let Una correct my error: 
5 kin as the caſe at preſent appears to me, your 
deſire of ſupporting the cauſe of virtue and 
8 goodneſs, againſt my attempts to extirpate them 
from the human race, is like a petition from the 
wolves, that they may protect the ſheep againſt 
the watchful dog, or like the ſame requeſt. made 
from the fox, to have a grant for being a Jols : 
a protector of the domeſtic feathered kind. 
This ingenious device, peculiar to the Cay, 
of declaring that human nature is vilified, and 
mankind attacked whenever any of their falla- 8 
cies are laid open to public view, is one of thoſe - ' 
arcana vhich rouſes all the turba in their breaſts, 
and fills them with the moſt dreadful apprehen- | 
| ſions on the leaſt danger of a diſcovery. Too 
: well they knew the truth of what Portia had 
| faidgz and, without the dreaded deciſion of Una, 
they clung cloſe to each other, ane and 
meditating future vengeance. mY 
PoRTIa. The man or woman who is con- 
tinually putting in practice fly artifices, for vex - 
ing and teizing thoſe around them, and from 
whoſe mouths daily flows nothing but the words 
of ſpite and envy, ſhall not pretend, under the 
general notion of the goodneſs and benevolence. Ml 
of the human race, to hide the malignity * f, 
their own hearts. It is from obſervation on aI1!kp 
: Wanwords and actions, chat L venture: boldly ta 
Sue. 0 „ "deſcribe... 
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general obſervations on the ſex could lead him 
to the knowledge of a ſingle thought that paſſed 
in my breaſt. When he endeavoured therefore 
to communicate the ruR BA to us both, Jupiter 
could grant but half his prayer. 1 
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deſeribe the ſecret working of Oliver's boſom: 
but he never was ſo perplexed in his life, as in 
hais attempts to mollify the torments in his own 
breaſt, by communicating part of them to me 
and Mclantha : for the characteriſtic difference 
between us two rendered it impoſſible by the 


ſame methods to vex us both. Melantha's mind 
he was perfectly acquainted with by the force of 
ſympathy ; but not one of his wife maxims or 


One great d 


would inform us of fome peculiar notice that Fer- 
dinand had taken of ſome pretty woman, in or- 


der to alarm our minds with jealous fears: and 


with Melantha he in part ſucceeded ; but on me 


he had ſeldom any chance of enjoying the ma- 


licious pleaſure he propoſed to himſelf: nay 


even with Melantha he was not perfectly ſatis- 
fied; for altho? ſhe might believe his report, yet 


would the joy ariſing from the knowledge, that 


Ferdinand could not fix his love on another wo- 
man without my diſappointment as well as her 


own, prevent her being ſo much vexed as miſs 


Oliver deſigned. One inſtance of this kind of 


girliſh foolery practiſed by him was as follows. 


Ferdinand and his brother had been together 
near three weeks in the country, at the houſe 
of a gentleman with whom they had long been 
intimately acquainted, On their return, my 
„%; pleaſure 
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verſion with him was (for there 
' was nothing ſo triflingly paltry that a mind guid- 

ed by the sINISTRA will not deſcend to) that 
when he had been abroad with his brother, he 
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pleafure a at again beholding Ferdinand was . 


reat, that I was animated into a livelineſs of 

humour more than is commonly natural to me; 
and this was ſuch worm wood to Melantha, that 
it poiſoned all the comfort ſhe might otherwiſe 
have expected from his return. She would 
gladly have accepted of his abſence, for the ſake 
of my being barred his converſation. Beſides, 
ſhe could not prevail on herſelf to believe that 
J could be'fo viſibly and unaffectedly delighted 
only with the company of Ferdinand, voleſs * 
had flattered myſelf with having gained the pre- 
Ference in his eſteem. But Melantha had a la- 
borious part to perform; for it was neceſſarx 
in the part ſhe had undertaken of being my ſha- 
dow, and adopting my ſentiments, that ſhe 
ſhould appear filled with the higheſt joy on the 


return of Ferdinand, whilft her boſom was real - 
ly filled with the dreadfulleſt apprehenſions from 
ſeeing that gaiety of diſpoſition in me, which 


Was her taſk to imitate, But of Melantha 1 
ſpeak here only en paflant, and ſhall now return 


| to Oliver. 


He took the opportunity of Tr brother's aut 
abſence, after his coming back to town, to in- 


form both Melantha and me of the great gaiety 


and unuſual pleaſantry of Ferdinand whilſt he 
was in the country. Miſtaken Oliver! to ima- 


gine that the knowledge of Ferdinand's enjoy- : 


. 
— 


ing himſelf could ever wound my heart! I ſmi- 


led from real pleaſure ; and Melantha, refolving 
to continue the part the had undertaken, email! 


her mouth in order to mimic that ſmile; but in 
reality her eyes grew fierce inſtead of brighten= 


ER into chearfulnels ; and the N that Fer. 
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13 ith 2 | * whe: Aus te their uſual work within 
" aan Melantha's perturbation... Sympat 
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" diſcovered it to him; but he had noi traces, 
nor could his wiſe maxims lend him any, by 
Vrhich he might read my mind. He was willing 
0 make himſelf believe, that I was artfully 
een the uneaſineſs, which hearing of Fer- 
dinand's chearfulneſs in my abſence had given Gr 
me; yet he ſaw ſomething he did not like, and inc 
the ruRRA within him made him feel ſomething kir 
which no one can like. However, he was rei thy 
_ ſolved to try me to the utmoſt 3; and began there · yt 
fore to throw forth ſome ſmall hints, „as if Fer- ye 

J had made love to one of the daughters ab 
Dl he gentleman to whom they paid their viſit, mz 


ald not but underſtand him; for, to con- co 

5 the truth, his ſmall hints were Sorveyed: in fo 
he plaineſt terms imaginablee = | = 6 
- Had Melantha heard that Ferdinand had Kota Fe 

- gractly: murdered, it would have brought joy to | thi 
her heart, in compariſon with the intelligence - foi 


- which Oliver had now given her: and Whilſt of 
* dot pes Baſt fire, and her every feature ex · tre 
_ preſſed, diſappointment and indignation-atithe | th 
- Ubqught:that-Ferdinand/incher:abſencercould-not | to 
5 enjoy Pimſelk, but meet with an object 
wWorthy of his addreſſes; I confeſs a riſing ſigh || Sc 
. ſwelling in my boſom, which e ſome I 
Aifficulty IL ſuppreſſed. 8 LE 15 3- Teviiciits:f 5 be 
"aſt he Cx all caperly Gln this 6gh:of Pon f 
th 
00 
ſk: 


tiz's;-and worriedijt. about, till with their falla- 
- £jous! breaths theynhad ſwel led it into à raging 
ſtonm They pronounced Portia's :ednfefſion 
of this ſigh to be another abſolute contradiction 
N 2 0 ſentiments. And it was . in 


ly you know is the common fate of all thoſe 
who ſet themſelves up for more than mortal. 


Great wäts have hort memories, and are apt 


indeed to contradict themſel ves. Then 4 


kind of indolent ſelf- ſatisfied. 2 4 was: heard | 


0454. 5 


throughout the aſſembly : 
9 OR Tit A. 1 am not pee lun wy; 0 


ve CR NV Kan think l avs talked the higheſt 
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on albin eee, of her: 2 — 1 5 
nical terms, addreſſed not to Foa, but to eds | 
how hack, e Rocciaicolildh os Ferdin __ 4 we | 
married to another woman. T alking abſürd- ED = 


abſurdity; I it ispoflibte t6.dedace-fronianyw?” we 


1 Pal mend fuch{a concluſion, as that I avert 
could have given up Ferdinand with pleaſure 9 


for all my proſpects of happi ineſs in this -worlt 
were centered in the bloße; of his affections. 
Ferdinand, Imuſt repeat, could not have been e 
the ſame loſs to ay other woman as to me; 
for L.verily believe that J am the only one 
of his acquaintance. h hath truly pene- 


trated his character; and, | conſequently, 


the only one who cat propetly be ad "a 


to-Jqvechimacsy f fon B e n, 


In Plato's dialogues, one of the diſciptes of 


Socrates: (after deſebing a ſet of pegple c 


whom that Philoſopher's: converſatibn muſt ha 


been diſagtreable) tells him, thär ſuch pecplei 
could not love him, however deſirous from e f 
uy motives, they might be of a bearing his: — 
and this: be cauſe they: did · not undi. _ I} 
an bim. U ax venture 3 I 


. FFV . 
man who chuſes a companion whoſe capacity 
doth not reach high enough to comprehend any 
of his ideas, might (as far as regards that ſingle 
companion) be as well ſtruck dumb; for the uti- 


lity of language is to him entirely ' vaniſhed. 


Had I: only read the- character of ſuch a man as 


. Ferdinand judiciouſly given, although he had 


paſſed through life a thouſand years ago, and 
had I known that at the ſame time there lived a 
Portia, whoſe head penetrated, and whoſe' 
heart was warmed with that character; had they 
been ſeparated I could not but have ſighed: yet. 
I freely confeſs the ſigh comes deeper. from my 


heart, when I conſider it as my own caſe; and, 


without keeping a ſtrict guard over my thoughts, 
they would wander into the road towards diſs: 
content; and I could be ready to ſay, ?Tis 
& pitiful, tis wondrous pitiful YY, | 


* 1 


The Cx v, not underſtandingPortia's humour 


- 


in the above quotation, opened full 'mouthed: 


againſt her, for pretending that ſhe thought or 


acted differently from all other women; fer by 
her own account, they ſaid, ſhe was filled with 
that ſelf- compaſſion which: ſhe had ſo much con- 
 demned; and was alſo full as much vexed at 


Ferdinand's eourting another woman as poor 


5 Melantha was. 0 B33 8 


1 derſtand the difference between a ligh, attempt - 
ing to riſe in a heart melted with gentle ſorrow, 


and a rageful look, proceeding from a heart 
alarmed with tumultuous paſſions, I cannot poſ- 
ſibly help it. This confuſing them together is 
not owing to your want of underſtanding; for 


had you not an obſtinate inelination to prove me 
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FF 


knowing 


N Qt "> | 
of. abſurdity, you Jan no neapel for 
pity. ſuch a diſtinction. . 1 
Although Portia never had, and inlet eouli: | 
not bring a greater accuſation againſt the CRT, 
than thus maliciouſly perverting and confound- 
ing all ſhe ſaid to the purpoſe of abuſing her; 
yet did this accuſation itſelf, for the preſent," 
ite reverſe the ſcene, and conquer that ve 
inclination to abuſe of which ſhe had accuſed 
them. 
The allowity that chey poſſeſſed a capacity 
of diſtinguiſhing, was the ſoporiferous draught 
that calmed into a momentary repoſe the 1uR- 
4 in their boſoms. Although with this pleaſ- 
ing bait they were to ſwallow the potion of 
that their malice was not bid from 
Portia's diſcernment, yet they were on a ſudden 
ſo totally changed, that they agreed by conſent / 
that Partia was' really poſſeſſed of a great deal 
of wit, joined to the moſt penetrating judge- 
ment. And would ſhe have' ſubmitted to the 
inſult with patience, they would have beſtowed. 
on her the moſt fulſome flattery; for by ſuch. 
means they were willing to repay what they ſo 
highly eſteemed, namely, an acknowledgment 
that they poſſeſſed the trifling advantage of a 
head capable of diſtinguiſhing, whilſt they want 
ed that uprightneſs of heart which alone could 
enable them to W a PrP] uſe of that N 
Una, om that moment Portia had Aenne 
the CR of what ſhe' imagined the moſt dread- 
ful of all charges, namely, perverſeneſs and 
malignity of heart, had expected that-the ſharp- 
eſt and moſt pointed. arrows in their quiver! _ 
would have been * at Portia, Sbe 


Was 


25 -of- abaſhment for; being ac aſe 


Os a | 
was at: therefore! to find all their darts 
transformed into ſoft feathers, and all their in⸗ 
dignation changed into a contention who moſt 
ſhould praiſe and admire he. y 
_ PoRTIA.- Wonder not, O my belowel me 
ever revered Una, at the Atran ge and contradic- 
tory behaviour of the CRY. They lead a life 


of ſhutting cloſe their eyes from their great abs. 


horrence of the light, yet ſuffer intolerable tor- 
ments from the fear that their acquaintance 
ſnhould ſuſpect that they are naturally blind; for 
nothing can equal their dread of being ſuſpect.» 


eld to labour under any natural defect. only al- 
low that they are able to behold the brightries | 


of the ſun, whenever they are diſpoſed in incli- 
nation fo to do; and ſo ſtrangely are they infa- 
tuated by this conceſſion, that, without any 
rage or reſentment, they will bear the charge 
| 5 thus willingly: ſhutting Jones the blefling of 

ht, l 0 1 2 5 . i It 
: 9 # Zell, Portia, may Pow ay that the 
x are ſtrangely infatuated: for this behaviour: 


ſeems to me full as pregnant of madneſs, or the 


groſſeſt folly, as if a man was to hide his rem 


With ſhame, or to ſwell with wrath and indig- 


nation, at its being known that he once acci- 
dentally ſtumbled for Want of light; and yet 
ſhould ſtand unmoved, nor ſhew the leaſt ſigns 
d of having trea- 
dg committed mag moſt atrocious mur- 
der. 5 IP De pp 4 1 rr; 5 wy N . 
Tbe Cav were: os came: up in the enjoyment! 
of Portia's acknowledging their capacities, that 
they did not hear one word of what paſſed; bes: 
tween her and Una: but recolleQing, at laſt, 
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SCENE XVIL - 


Hem aftutia ! 1 Trxsver. 


- 
* 


Pour, n!. - The Gur, 
POR Ty A. 


| O LI v ER formin g the ſame | judgment of 


my riſing ſigh as you yourſelves, (O ye 


Cxx, juſt now formed, and from the ſame mo- 
tives) triumphed in the joyful thought, that he 


had communicated the TR BA to my boſom. 
But, to purſue his triumph, he haſtened to ac- 


quaint us that Ferdinand, "notwithſtanding his 


molt ardent ſolicitations, had been refuſed Y 


the young Lady; and he was not wanting in 
intimations that he himſelf, if he pleaſed, might 
have been the real object of her public choice, 
ads it was viſible to his penetrating eyes he was 


of her ſecret affections. Never could Oliver's 
cunning artifices more thoroughly take cffeft 


than they did at this time on Melantha : for her 


rage and vexation on thinking ſhe had placed 
her affections, and was now languiſhing for a 


man whom another woman had refuſed, would 
have exceeded all bounds, but for the ſmall al- 


Jeviation that I ſtood in the ſame wretched ale. 


gree of mortification with herſelf. 


As my love to Ferdinand depended not on 
ſuch outward accidents as the vague opinions of 
l what a . diſappointment would 
8 Oliver 


I 


Ollker have met Wi in me, had k ebnünuedd 
to believe his ſilly inventions! but from the 


moment he had with ſo much pains endeavour- 


ed to inſinuate that he was preferred to his bro- 
ther, the paltry, deceit was all laid open to my 
eyes; and I viſibly: perceived that the whole was 
nothing but a contrivanee, firſt to teize and vex 
both me and Melantha, aud en. to eure us of 
our love to Ferdinand. 


The reaſon indeed t 1 at fiſt g the 


leaſt; credit to any part of Oliver's account was, 
that L believed Ferdinand to have a n ſul⸗ 4} 


ceptible of affetion—— | 


she has not much reaſon Fork: Goh V belief, 


whiſpered the Cx x to each other, too Wix to 
be heard by Portia .) 


and I doubted not the! poſſibility of his: ” 
finding an object agteeable te his taſte. Til! 
Oliver, therefore, had told us of Ferdinand's 


being refuſed from a preference giyen to himſelf, 


the ſtory was not quite incredible. Beſides, I, | - 


knew it to be one of Oliver's favourite maxims, 


in order to ſucceed in deceit, to mix up a large 
quantity of truth with falſehood. I make no 
doubt but, from experience, he could have 


compoſed? a receipt; ſtampt probatum en, with 


as exact a, meaſure of their juſt proportions aas 

Was ever drawn up by gobd houſewives for pot - 
ing beef, woodeock, Se. Take of your falſe- 

hood (he would ſay) ſo much; ceram it into a 


ſtory, ſo cloſely compacted in all its eireumſtan- 


ess, that not the leaſt chink may be diſcerned; 

then pour over it as much of the butter of truth 5 

as will preſerve it from detection, and render it 
impoſſible fot the keeneſt eye to penetrate thro” 


in Re e to * n concealed within. 
7 3 
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Tue ſenſoning of gravity or humour muſt be 
varied aatofding to the palate for which it is 
e oumur of ow End 977 ihagiont: 

--O'cunnihgpOlivert; Feould 1 


_ ſecret, Which woul 


INGREDIENTS ALONE nee ens, 
I was äinwardly convinced, as I before fail, 
of the falſehood of Oliver's ſtory from the face 
of it: but I was ſome time after truly informed 
that the gentleman:where they: had! paſſed their- 
time was ſo pleaſed with' the cHAracter andu be. 
Hhaviour of Ferdinand that he offered him a 
large fortune With Ils youngeſt:davghitety if he 
would: have become is ſon<inclaws This ge. 
nerous offer Ferdinand, in the handſomeſt man- 
ner, declined. His reaſons, or his motives; be- 
ing not to the preſent purpoſe, I muſf beg to be 
excuſed from fepeating. „) 
Oliver ſoom perceived that my uneuſineſs was 
filed; he perceived it with no ſmall vexation 2 
my behaviour balled all his” general Obſervati- 
ons upon women) put his wiſdom to a nonplus, 
and he had no other refuge to fly to, but the 
making himſelf believe that Thad not one grain 
of affection in my compoſition, and was the 
moſt ſtupid inſenſible creature breathing. 
be CR here were in a õοmieaf dilemma- 
They had not yet loſt ſight of Portia's ackno w- 
ledgment of their capacities enough to _ 


6%%%FEFF RY, re rote if 
5 . 5 


on receiving a 


1 


Micivit delice! bf abufmg herito als to its l 
height; yet the forte of an old habit was for 


ſtrong; that they could mot help being delighted 
image of her ſtupidity, - 2 © 
Pond But hilft Oliver! was pleafing: 


himſelf wich the thoughts of my inſipid want of 
laffeckiohs, my imagination ria employed in 


building a pleaſing fairy: caſtle, concerning the 

fe IWould lead, if ever I ſhould be fo happy as 
„to become the- wife of Ferdin ee For not- 
withſtanding. the affectation o 


!allyz and without having once thought of it; yet 


| iuck a. ſeheme bf life paſſes, I believe, in every 


avoman's head eoncerning the man whom he 


thinks well enough. of to deſire to'marry him. 
There are ſome, perhaps; who go no farther”. 


"thaw che wiſiking ſcene, dreſſed in white ſatin to 
recewes theivcompany;z* whillt others, in their 
iimaginationsp follow. che {ad remains of their 


rich huſbatids 'to the grave, ank Plau ont their 
Acheme OffwWilldw Bob or a future 


e marriage. 
That, the picture of the married life 1 wiſhed 
ol:leab with Ferdinand often came into my 
mind 1 freely confeſs 9: but it is too whimſical, 


ar ſthub time, Ion chis ſubject. 


ing too wWhimſical, at bn her ſaying ſnhe hac 
formed fuch a ſcheme; ſhe herſelf was Tt 


” ro call on her for an honeſt repreſentation of j 


Thus encouraged Portia proceedet. 
en f 


tion, that che formet could not be mentioned 
NE the mee of 'the-tatter's' becoming its 
Dy yl 36 3 e 


— 


4 « * * . — nt 1 does 


ſome women, | 
ho aſſert that they are married quite accident- 


pierha aps, to relate the workings of my on 1 92 
| iat ng: | 
Und alſureif Poftia War it was' 10 far from ba 


he two ideas, huſband ald Ferdk. ; 
8 ; were ſo eloſely connected in my imagina- 


od rt 4 44? 
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| (3 3 
pleaſant companion. I conſidered bias ähehnf. 
band of my mind, the huſband of my voluntary 
choice, ſelected from among the reſt of mankind 
by the joint conſent of my judgment and incli- 


nation. And had I thought of being prevail- 
ed on to marry any other man, I ſhoufd have 


eſteemed it little leſs than adultery: I ſhould 
have looked on ſuch an action with horror, and 
condemned myſelf as guilty of the bigheſt trea - 
chery. To be bribed from the conſideration of 
wealth or grandeur to become the wife of one 
man, whilſt my heart is fixed upon another. 


to marry a man in whoſe converſation I could 


have no enjoyment: to ſit at theſupper end of 
one man's table (av very common prudetitial mo- 5 
tive to marriage) and at the fame time to wiſh 
another in his place :—what, prudence}: what 
goodneſs! It is a ſort of poliey i could never 
fathom: and ſo far does charity begin at home, 
that I myſelf am the very, ane L would 
wiſh in ſuch a ſituation . ole 
Portia's diſapprobation Fe thoſe methods uf 
marrying, which the Car. approved, rouſed 


| them into their old cabal againſt her, and they 


ſtood ready prepared to: find matter of offence . 
in her words. e 1 4109 Nie Niesen 

PoR TIA. Whenever! read: the: ſpeech. \Shake- ; 
ſpear hath put into tbe. mauth of queen Gate 


; WES in his HO! eee Taye c 90 


< 5 5 1 15 to og A true 3 an wife, 
At all times to your will ee u 


Ever in fear to kindle your diſlike, 1 


. 


By Yea, ſubject toyour diggs dor ſony 2 
As I ſaw it inclin'd. When was dhe hour 
2 1 ever donate Jon deſire? + 1 no GW: 


44 : | c Or 


„ 
1 4:44 ” 7 8 Ry, 
2 * 4 2 a 
as . 
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15 0, 


c. or miacle it not mine too? Which of your friends | 


Have I not ſtrove to love, alho” 1 knew 
He were mine enemy? 8 


Juſt ſuch a wife I uſed to think could 1 te 
pleaſure make to Ferdinand. I could not hear 


Shakeſpear's Portia, in the Merchant of Ve- 
nice, work and without reſerve giving herſelf 


and all her riches to the diſpoſal of Baſſanio, 


without ardently wiſhing for the power of uſing - 


the ſame words, and acting in the ſame manner 


towards Ferdinand. How is my heart warmed ; 


when I read of the faith and true affection of 
the Roman Arria to her Petus! and how often 


did my RT OO me with this ſecret 
wiſh Ea | 


8 « My 3 let Ferdinand a nniedly prove: 
5 T here's Arria's truth, her] innocence, and love? 


Here the Cx v, having read the ſtory of Ar- 5 


ria and Petus in the Spectators, and fixing their 
thoughts on what they eſteemed the heroical 


part of her character, expreſſed their aſtoniſh- 


ment at Portia's immenſe vanity and preſum- 
ption in thus boaſting (as they called it) of ſuch 


ſtrength and conſtancy of mind as would enable 
ber to deſtroy herſelf rather than part with Fer- 


dinand. 


5 PLE 1 l is not the death dut the life of | 
Arria which is to me ſo exemplary. In what 


manner my fears might be alarmed: at the ap- 


proach of immediate diffolution, I pretend not f 


to ſay; nor, as a chriſtian, eould I think it juſt» 


ifiable, or even excuſable, to give my huſband 
8 0 a proof of my affection. But when I re-. 
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there i is no 1585 of . my higheſt 3 imagina- 


„ 

gect on ads geantench of ſpirie; her chuſi ws 
retirement with her huſband before all the moſt 
alluring baits of grandeur ; her placing her chief 


enjoyment in her innocent endeavours to ren- - 
der her dear Petus happy; the joining her own 


cares with his in the education of their children; 
and, when Petus lay ill of a fever in one room, 
and their youngeſt favourite child dead in the 


next, her walking to and fro as if the child was 
yet living, feigning alſo a chearfulneſs which 


her heart was unable to feel, in order to ſup- 
port the drooping ſpirits of her huſband 
theſe are the virtues which raiſe my admiration: 
and it is her tender, her affeQionate behaviour, 


throughout her whole life, that I would wiſh to 


imitate. 

Frequently have I thought within myſelf, to 
be placed in the boſom of my Ferdinand, not 
as a treacherous ſnake, but as his faithful fr iendz 


to have his entire confidence; to be indulged 
by him becauſe he ſees me capable of gratefully 


receiving ſuch indulgence, without crying, like 
a humoured child, for want of finding out my 


own deſires, 15 


©. is a conſurnmation 


N Devoutly to be wiſh'd 


} 4 


. a riſng titter on Portia's expreſh on ran 
through the CRI; but as ſhe knew there was 


no real cauſe for uch titter, without taking ai is 


notice of it, ſhe proceeded.} 


 —There is a haughty pride of mind that eörns 


even indulgence itſelf, as it implies power and 
ſuperiority in the perſon who beſtows it; but 


tion 
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3 TRAY Aab 40d ce bat of bang in- 
dulged by the man I love. igt 

The great error that women fall into about 
maärktying 1s, the Teeking: wives inſtead of huſ- 
bands. TRT if; Ravitig at thongft that 
they have ſubmiſſion enough in their tempers 
be go dernsdgsſers the whole eRBN at work 
1 their breaſts! i 'Bo.Join the idea of love and 
_ {obedience is not in their power. To matry 
Aenliblyr let the Woman chüſe the man ſhe can 
obey With pleaſure- T0. mary Ferdinand, and 
tllemite abey kin, erstoappeated to me a8 LY 
„Was con ed (üs Deſdemen a {ay s on 
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erke 4A ud ltd fellow Abbe my 
; „eee ere for: am I. from think. 
wothevowbFobedicnte in the matrimonial ſer- 
os butthen,: tar it his my utmoſt pleaſure, 
| Win Ferdigand How joyfully (thought I) could 
3 purſue the ſame ſtudies ] I could partake all His 
pleaſures, (nay, I muſt partake them, for his 
being pleaſed 8 thè ſame ſenſa- 
tions to my heart) atide 0 Hlingly: could 1 ſhare, 
or rather raonopotizeidl His griefs As in my 
choice af Ferdinand I'kim determined by no- 
thing” but himſelf, no dard cireumſtances, _ 
"no ſituations „no opinions, beſides yy an . 
ould have any infſuenee on my mine. 
But it would be endleſs to repeat the aliens — 
pictures of delight my imagination formed oon 
the thought” of being his” Te Wery July { 
Q9159] x” | does 
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5 On ey Ty 1 2h, ace idem grows 21. J 5 
In ev' ry rill at kae ne 
: San ove ved 
And with ſuch 31 companion as my Ferdinand, 
every ſhrub, every buſh, every flower of; the 
eld, muſt alſo become objects of the higheſt _ 
pleaſure. With my principal wiſh thus fully 
gratified, what an inexpreſſible luſtre muſt, be 
thrown over every outward object, whilſt I 
placed my delight in my ; huſband's, friendſhip, 7) 
eſteemed his underſtanding, made his will a law 5 
of liberty, and ſpent my whole life in giving 
him every moment freſh inſtance of what, in 
my en, only deſerves the; name of true 
"love! - 
All the men amongſt the Car mere fo fixed 
Ink attention, on Portia's allowing the ſubordi- 
nation of the wife to the huſband, that never 
would ſhe from them have met with the jeaſt in- 
terruption in her preſent ſubject of diſcourſe; 
and as to the female part of the aſſembly, they 
were rendered at preſent perfectly incapable of 
making any obſervations, by no other accident 
than being all faſt: aſleep. For from the time 
that Portia had mentioned the word OBE DIENGE | 
To A HUSBAND, ;:Aan indolent_ gaping had 
ſtretched their mouths, and heavy. numbers 
weighed down their eye-lids, till they were in- 
volved 3 in a general and ſound repoſe . Ton 
Una ſmiled at the warmth of Portia's. imagin- 
ation, whilſt ſhe was reviewing the pictures ſhe 
troy formed of ins n ee and was 
2 - pleated 
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pleaſed to be the 3 Joy \ which dwelt on her coun- 355 


tenance. Lo 


And we doubt not but Portia, rather thak have | 
quitted the ſubject, would have been found talx- 
ing on till this moment, had not one of the C 
in her ſleep ſuddenly fallen from her ſeat; 
which accident awoke the reſt of the e 5 


and alarmed the whole aſſembly. 


The CR were all ſeized with ſuch an immo- 
derate fit of laughter at this facetious joke (for 


the poor woman ſtruck her forehead fo violent- 


I againſt the edge of a ſeat as to fetch the blood) 
that Portia alone was capable of taking her up, 
giving her aſſiſtance, or acting with any pro” ; 


priety on ſuch a MERxRY occaſion. The lady, 
however, was forced to be carried out into e 
air; and for the preſent Una diſmiſſed the whole 


aſſembly, appointing another general e 1 


1 Portia to N with her Weg. 
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Parr the Founrn.. 


Fa UR aſſembly betas again met, we implore, 
as at firſt, your aſliftance, gentle 5 
that by your imagination you would add an- 
other perſonage to thoſe with whom you are al- 
ready brought acquainted. Her name Cylinda. 
Her. character ſuch as will appear by her 
diſcourſe and the relation of her paſt life. 
Should our Portia have been ſo favoured by 
our readers, that, pleaſed and engaged by ber 
character and eonverſation, they ſhould eſteem 
every interrpption to the coneluſiog of her hiſto- 
xy a bar to their pleaſure; we would beg leave 
to apologize for the introduction of Cylinda by 
a few obſervations on the nature of an + pg 5 
Whieh, according to Boſſu, is an intereſting in 
eident not abſolutely neceſſary to the fable, nor 
yet io detached from it, as to carry the readep 
quite out of fight of the chief perſonages, or the 
farſt intent of the poem. Might we not add al-. 
8 e eſſential to the N deſcri 5 of a 


propes 


1 * 


"WEN 


a | . 5 R 3 . A 9 e | I | 
proper epiſode, namely, that it ought. to be ſack _ .. 
an incident as is introduced in order to call forth 
_ ſome characteriſtic virtue of the principal per- 
; fonage? Suppoſe, for inſtance, that Ulyſſes,. 
the hero of Homer's Odyſſey, (or the hero of 
any other poeticab fable) had in his travels met 
with a beautiful young princefs in diſtrefs, and 
ſhe ſhould tell him a long and moving ſtory of 
ker paſt life and mis fortunes; was the reader 
never more to hear of this princeſs, or was it 
not in the power of the hero to redreſs her 
wrongs and relieve her anxiety, her ſtory, how- 
ever interefting or, entertaining in. itſelf, hath» 
vertainly no buſineſs there, and is abſurdly im- 
pertinent: but - if, from the relation of her life, 
he ſhould be enabled to puniſh her oppreſſors, 
or to aſſiſt Her in her diſtreſs; would not this. 
be a pertinent, as well as an agreeable epiſode,. 
| becauſe it would tend towards the exemplifica- 
tion of ſome of the hero's virtues ? 
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. PART the FOURT HI. 


SCENE 1 


— 


E 


; ng | The I when turwd adrift, 7 1 guides | 

Drives at the mercy of the wind and tides © 

5 18 and mln; xd it to 0 and fro. „ 
Dr. Youns: 


rorri. | CrumvA. Un. The Cry, : 


5 GLI ND A. | 
r father was a learned and gene- 
rally eſteemed a very wiſe man, 
d for he had the honour of attain. 
ing the higheſt degree of appro- 
dation from the whole body of 
. — moral philoſophers, I loſt my 
mother when I was very young; and, as I was 
an only child, in my welfare and future pro- 
ſperity my father placed all his worldly happi- 
_ neſs. His principal delight was to inſtrutt me; 
and he choſe to educate me juſt in the fame 
manner as if I had been a boy. To render my 
learning more agreeable to me, he ſent for his 
er 8 ſen, * little couſin Phaon, who oy 
Abou 


1 ſe 


PE. 6250 5 : 
ne e peng older than myſelf, to 8 
kim with me; thinking by ſuch a companion 
I ſhould be both improved and delighted. * | 
couſim was a ſpritely boy, and had very good 
natural parts; but notwithſtanding, his a oh 
tage in years, I did not ſuffer 1 55 to outrun me 
in any fort of learning; and by the time I was 
ſixteen I became an exceeding. good LATIN 
Icholar,; and was pretty far advanced in GR ERR. 
The Cxy ſuddenly ſtarted on the very men- 
den, of a woman's underſtanding GEEK; but 
had from the very firſt appearance of 
pony conceived: a ſtrong hope that ſhe was 
rather more inclined to their party than to that 
of their enemy; they huſhed themſelves into 
ſilence, and were filled with expeQation of gain- 
ing by her a compleat triumph over Portia, who, 
they were pretty poſitive, from her never have- 
ing in expreſs terms boaſted of her leaming, 
-had no learning to make her boaſt f. 
-- GCrLiinDa. I was extremely handſome, in- 
ſomuch that I might have had my choice of ad- 
mirers amongſt all the- young gentlemen i in the © 
_ neighbourhood; but I was ſo fond of my books, 
and ſo. pleaſed with my coulin's company, that 
i 1 ſhunned all other converſation 5 
Cylinda ſpoke this of her being handſome | 
Sth ſuch, an air of indifference, that the r 
at that inſtant found they had no great affection 
for her. If ſhe would thoroughly have recom- 
mended herſelf to their admiration, ſhe ſhould. 
have ſwelled, and puffed, and ſhewed that her 
whole mind was filled with the knowleds ge and 
admiration of her own beauty, and at 25 ſame 
time have practiſed every fooliſh affectation i im- 
| e 0 have Rastended a an ignorance af it - 
1 | CYLINDA. "> 
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yl a The Vanity of reſb or perſon, 
which fo fills: And poſſe 
effect on me. My vanity was more gratified 


es moſt girls, had no- 


dy deſpiſing ſueh things, and I ſGared at hat | 


thought much higher game. My ſwift progreſs. 


in learning, and myigteat love to reading; great- 


ly increaſed my father's: delight in me; and e 


Was ſo pleaſed with the enjoyment of the con- 
verſation within our own” family, that We em- 


-ployed very few of our hours in viſiting; or 


ſearce ever went even to our neighbouring OW 


Which was but three miles from mp Father's. 


houſe. All the time that my father eould ſpare 


me from his reſence, I employed iti ranging. 


about the fields and reading the moſt admitec 


authors. Every fine fentiment charmed me; 
and every ſpritely thought played and increaſed 


in my imagination, till in a ſhort time began | 
to look on myſelf as the goddeſs of wiſdom;. 
and how much in my own judgment did T'blame- 


Paris, that he had not preſented the apple to 
Minerva! But as my father's inſtructi 
only to moral philoſophy, and as his reaſonings 


were all concerning the NATURE OF THIN es, 
the BRAUTY Or VIRTUE, and the diſtinctiens. 


of moral good and evil, a thought now and: 
then ftruck me about RELIGTO) „and every 
time this thought ſtruck me it puzzled me. Ar 
laſt I communicated my doubts to my father, 


-and he in anſwer talked 1 belleve a full 84 


about the nature of mankind and natural reli 
gion; from which F collecxed no more than this: 


hat *twas very Ti ight to do right, and very 


"wrong to do wrong. ——But as 1 cannot ſay 


that he gave me any very intelligible ideas, and 
as x Bait. a . * © on of-his underſiagd- | 


ing, 


ons related ; 


% VCC 


8 3 


6a 


535 oat a 


. C: 4) 
mg Teoncluded there was a myſtery m religion 
above mortal comprehenſion, or at leaſt that it 

was perfectly incommunicable to another. OE: 
therefore took a reſolution to chuſe my-own re- 
ligion, and to ſettle my own rule of life. E 
had read over many Books of philoſophy, and 
had got a vaſt deal of matter into my head. 
had no fixed principle, but ſuffered my imagin- 

ation to rove and play amongſt the heap of un-- 
regulated ſtuff that my memory had heaped tos 

gether; ſometimes to one point and ſometimes: 
to another, ROE. __ Einen of a ſets 
- led path. 

The Car: eben were ſo püzzled in e 
Bees as to know what to make of Cylindz. 
some of her ſentiments and actions they did: 
not diſapprove, yet her manner of relating 
them was by no means according to their fancy. 
Portia they knew they hated, and conſequently 
thought her their enemy: ſuch a character as- 
Melantha they knew they loved, and therefore: 
thought her their friend: but Cylinda was quite 
above their comprehenſion. However, they a- 

greed amongſt themſelves for-the preſent to hold 
a perfect neutrality towards her, till they ſnould 
find out cauſe: by her ſtory for an open decla- 
ration of war, or a league of lafting: friendſhip. 
CxIIN DA. Confounded' in the variety of 

unconnected knowledge with which I Had fle 
my memory; my imagination over-leaped all“ 
bounds, and with its own wandering. velocity 
almoſt diſtracted me. I wanted ſome pilot to 
guide my thoughts, that every blaſt of wind. 
might not ſhatter and overſet me. I wanted. 
fome object of worſhip; ſome rule on-which to 
- ES and a mind! in this ſtate will make ſome 
| "Op 1 


- 


_ 


— . * * * ws * 
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deity of its own, nor is it unlikely but inclina:- 


tion will bear the greateſt ſway in its formation. 


Montaigne, in a chapter where he collects to- 


gether à vaſt variety of cuſtoms from different 
nations, mentions one place where every per- 
ſon made a deity to worſhip, according to what 


| beſt pleaſed. his own humour; but I think he 


need not have put this into his-enumeration of 


extraordinary cuſtoms, for we have no occaſi- 


on to go farther than a little obſervation a- 
mongſt thoſe around us, to convince us of its 
„ GE. ro 


This cuſtom was perfectly agreeable to my : 
humour; although I practiſed it at that time 


- without the leaſt conſideration of its force, or 
having the leaſt gueſs at my own motives, ”Tis 


reflexion ſince that hath made the diſcovery :- 
for on quitting any purſuit for a new one, I al- 


ways clearly perceived the fallacy of the rejet- 


ed favourite, but was as warmly fond of my 


 new-adopted whim, till for ſome other that 
was alſo rejected and thrown aſide. 1 


Agreeable then to my preſent inelination, 1 | 
formed the object of my own worſhip, which 


Was no other than my own underſtanding. 


The Cay, who had all ſtood trembling with 
fear till they could diſcover what object of wor- 


ſhip Gylinda would chuſe, now overjoyed clap- 


ed their hands, called her laſt ſentence a fine 
ſentiment, and encored it with the utmoſt voci- 


feration. | 


Whilſt Una ſighed at the melancholy conſi- 
deration, that fo lively an imagination, and fo 
good a capacity as Cylinda ſeemed. to be mi- 
ſtreſs of, ſhould be ſo thrown away, as only to 


"become fewel to make her errors blaze with the 
Eo oh ates greater 
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greater ſtrength, and to place tem in the more . 


conſpicuous light. 


The CRV, on cocallefiicn; were ok . per: 85 


fectly pleaſed as at firſt they ſeemed, with Cy- 


lade manner of declaring her worſhip for her 
own -underſtanding ; for the true phraſe they 
had been accuſtomed to in order to expreſs the 
ſame thing was a worſhip of human reaſon in 


general. Cylinda therefore had in this rather 


betrayed the cauſe, by fairly confeſſing that it 


was to her own underſtanding alone that all her 


veneration was paid. But not caring to con- 
tradict what they had before applauded, the Cn r 
continued their encore of her laſt words, nor 


would ſuffer her to pricey without: a repotith» 
on of them. _ 


- CYLINDA. Well eee 850 of my | 


worſhip was no other than my own underſtand- 
ing. And the uſe I made of all the learning I 
had attained was to gaze at and review it with 
admiration, or father I made it a ladder on 
which I mounted to the admiration of my own 


perfections. My . couſin Phaon too, who wy : 


bred up with the ſame fluctuating principles, 


rather half- formed notions with myſelf, ads 
contributed towards my yielding. up an implicit 


faith in the infallibility of this my new-formed 
deity. But as Phaon had a good deal the ſame 


diſpoſition. with myſelf, we ſhould undoubtedly | 


have quarreled, and Bonn into inveterate ene- 
mies on the mutual ſuſpicion of both admiring 


ourſelves more than each other: a great conten- 
tion and rivalſhip muſt neceſſarily have followed, 
before we could have decided which of us ſhould 
have been endued with imagined divinity, or 
which e have ſubmitted to have acknow- 
ledged | 
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qe ortal ty, Had it not been fo am wet. 1 
dent not extremely unnatural in our ſituation. cou 
'T was now juſt ſixteen, in the bloom of youth, whe 
and poſſeſſed of an uneommbn ſhare of vivaeit) Pha 
and Wien 80 far had I made ufer of my read- lay, 
ing, har it affiſted me to vary my ideas; and to wed 
render me apreeable'incconverfation; for IHad 1 
too muck real underſtanding to-: deſcend to that Baji 
paltry vanity' of growing impertinent; and ſuffer. lind 
ing my ſelf-admiration to babble forth in every Jon; 
| ſentence that F uttered. - Phaon was young and gro 
; amorous; therefore, ; inſteadiof contending” With -'Y 
me for a" ſuperiority of underſtanding, he ad- fore 
mired the beauty of my perſon the temple: and 
which my new deity inhabited; andi provided cipr 
he could enjoy the pleaſure of beholding the © 
beauties of the ontward ſtructure, he was con- tog. 
tented to worſhip the fame idol with myfelf. ¶ had 
This was ſuch a pleaſing piece of flattery to my 

my darling inclination, that although L hHadfbe- I witt 
fore never conſidered Phaon in any other light nion 
than as a companion allotted me by my father, ¶ pro 
in order to promote my {tudies, yet L now be- -Þ 
gan daily to diſcover in him ſueh a variety of 1 -t 
eharms as rendered his converſation the moſt per 
exquiſite of pleaſures. Phaon was but three rale 
Fears older than myſelf; yet (as E Have ſiner If tor 
reflected on his charafter and conduét) had he i -| 
as much ſubtilty and art as ne cou have obtain I wo! 
ed from a life of long experience. His Aildeueſt — 
to me was all concerning books and philoſophy, any 
never ſo much as mentioning my beauty; for give 
Rad he not diſguiſed his admiration of my out. I full 
Ward form under a pretence of adbring my owi mei 
idol, he would highly have effended me; 1 I and 
: Would have that "my gr was: con 
| ones ” 


with me was, by degrees to ye 


e . ß , ß... ß FRY Ce TX. 
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Frorted; and mould have believed, 4 hes; 
could have ſaid as much to every illiterate girl, 
whoſe fair ſlein : might gattract his inclination. 


phaon ſobn diſcovered where all my! weakbeſs: 


lay, and bent his, whole forge: tofincreaſe that 


Vedhne g. i 0% is 2dine: 
The CRT Nh had been raptur 
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74 (lie 


Bajazet) enjoying in thought the picture of C y- 
linda's happineſs in having ſuch a lover as Pha- + 


on; atothe word ng es Ess: all ſtarted 
rand. . i e e ano! tg ol 330 Fe 


- Whilſt Portia's eyes expreſſed Adden plea} b 


fare from ame conceived: hope of Cylinda, 
and by ihterchanging; a look with Una, they te- 


ciprocally underſtood each others thoughts. 64 
CVYII VBI. Whenever we read any box 


together, Phaon tock care tob inſmmuate that B 
had od every ſubject much brighter thoughts of 


my h: and the uſe he made of converſing 


nions to mine, till Hochevamdrthectcizo: ue Pte | 

prover of all my ſentiments. PUNE LRU? 
[Oh rapture! thought the N tl eli 
He frequently called me his Sappho, and Gli 

perſcribed to me under that name, wrote ſeve-! 


ral extreme pretty pocticab pieces, all a e | 


to my underſtanding as. à real dĩvinity | 

-;[ Delightful! charming ti had the:Crv poke, 
would now Have been'their,exclamation.} : - - | 
When he had'a mind that I ſfrould embrace 


any opinions fitted to ſerve his turn, he would 5 5 : 


give ee ee diſtant ĩntimation and then art. 
fully leading me into arepetition of ſuch ſenti- 
ments, would receive them as perfectly new 


and by: his acquieſcenet (not by fulſome praiſes 


n . in wy mind, and Hattered me 
| "WM 
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tis kigheſt puch — — Wan eh He "EM 
that my imagination re not ſuffer the moſt 


diſtant hint to be loſt; and by this artful man- 
ner he took care to convey into my mind a ſen · 
timent which hath ſacrificed the chaſtity of 
whole hecatombs of women. This is no other 
than that women of uncommon underſtanding, 
and a ſuperiority of parts, ought not to be tied 


in fetters by the rules of honour or the forms of 


eſtabliſhed cuſtom: that it is/ a mark of true 
ſpirit to break through ſuch ſervile and ridicu- 


leus chains, fit to be impoſed only on the vul- 


gar and illiterate; and that it is a proof of the 

higheſt wiſdom to give an uncontrouled liberty 

to the violence of our own inclinations. + 
The female part of the Cn v divided on this 


; ion, and al debate was likely to enſue; in 
| Shich ; it appeared pretty plain from the begin- 


ning of it, chat the parties were more nearly 
concerned in the diſpute than as a mere matter 
of opinion: but the: curioſity of ſome of them 


was ſo great to hear the reſult of Phaon's court 


| ſhip, that they amongſt themſelves inſiſted up- 
on a Ader 7 for Cylinda to proceed: with her 


1 5 en DE by £0 ori adixo. 


Grtix p. 805 beſotted was 1 by Phaon's 
artful manner of addreſs, that I: ſuffered; this 
apinion to creep into my boſom, and to fix it- 
ſelf there ſo ſtrongly, that it failed not of its 
pernicious influence through the whole courſe of 
my life. Care was now taken by him that 
Ovid's: epiſtles ſhould never be out of my reach; 
and there I was to learn that the wit and ge- 
nius of Sappho conſiſted in the violence of her 
een ne * from e e kae wer 


| 


c 


BR * 


2 4 je 5 
tha to conelude, that, in order to prove my own 
title to genius and underſtanding, I mult follow 


NY 


her example. Thus was I commanded by the 


divinity I:worſhipped/ to aſſiſt my imagination 
in inflaming my paſſions ; and if I would be 


another Sappho, I muſt neceſſarily be in love. 


with another Phaon. Variety of books alſo to 


my preſent purpoſe occurred to my memory; 


for there have been writers in all ages, who, in 


order to gratify the vanity of diſplaying a lively 


imagination, have employed their time and ca- 
pacities, if not deſignedly, yet heedleſly, for 


the purpoſe of ſoftening and deluding ASTOR 


and tender mind. 
Oh Amarilli, Amarilli, Ke. would 1 often res 


peat 3 3 and highly was I pleaſed with my own 


wiſdom. in diſcovering the folly of thoſe people, 


who could imagine that nature, or the God of 
nature (for I always conſidered them as ſyno- 
nymous terms) would give laws to reſtrain thoſe 


paſſions which were as natural to us as to the 


feathered race; yet with the utmoſt truth can 


I declare, that I had in reality a very ſmall de- 


gree of any paſſion that actuated oo „ beſides 


that of ſelf-admiration :-for I could: have re- 


ſiſted all the inclination I had for Phaon, with 


much leſs pains than I took to impoſe on my- 


ſelf. the belief that I was in love with him; and 


often was I forced to have recourſe to my me- 
mory for his laſt pleaſing piece of flattery, in 


love of flattery was the foundation of my fan- 


order to prevent the fallacious ſtructure en 
tumbling to the ground. In ſhort, my exceſſive 


cied love of Phaon; and by the pleaſure which 
he e he could * that means s give me, 1 


fear | 
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Fear it was but too likely that he would very 
ſoon have gratified all his wiſhes, had not my 
father} (perhaps from ſuſpecting the truth) on 
ſudden ſent him abroad with a gentleman who 
Was going to Turkey. What confirmed me in 


SE 


the opinion that my father had diſcovered my 


liking to Phaon, and that he by no means ap- 
proved it, was, that no fooner had he ſent my 
couſin away, than he informed me that he had 
a propoſal of marriage for me from the uncle of 
a young gentleman who was deſirous of mar- 
rying his nephew, and preferred me às a wife 
for him before any young lady in the neighbour- 


5 Hood. My father was going to tell me hn an 


:Eaſy; fortune. the young gentleman poſſeſſed, and 
what his uncle would alſo do for him; when 1 
told him, that, as he himſeif had taught me to 


deſpiſe; all mercenary views, I hoped he would 


not think me capable of being moved by riches: 


My father kindly aſſured me, that fortune was 


In this caſe the leaſt inducement; for the young 
gentleman was a man of an unexceptionable 
character, was juſtly eſteemed by every body, 


and he doubted not but he would make me exe 
tremely happy. I very: earneſtly entreated him 


to mention the affair no more; for I was ſo ex- 
tremely eaſy and happy, I ſaid, with the life 


Which I paſſed with him, that nothing could 


fire to know who. the gentleman was that had 
made the propofal:: for, as I was fully deter- 


mined (if he would give me leave to make ſuch 
a choice) not to marry any one at preſent, I 
ſhould rather be ſpared the uneaſineſs of a par- 


ticular refuſal. My father aſſured me, 1 | 


/ 
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the ſteadineſs of my love, 


A . 
— 


and love were not to be ſhaken; and with What 


ut in juſtice ta my; own. heart , I muſt declare, 
that had they been leſs eXceptionable, I ſhould, 


( 49 3 


Happineſs was always his chief point in view; 


and ſince he ſaw me ſo averſe to marriage, and 
ſo pleaſed and contented with living, with. him, 
and being as he. confeſſed the comfort and joy of 
his, life, he would no farther urge an affair that 


by any means was diſagreeable to me. I re- 


turned my father a,thouland thanks for his kind 
indulgence to me in giving me this freedom of 


refuſal, and I was greatly pleaſed alſo with his 


complying with my peculiar whimof not know- 
ing who my intended lover was, as it might 
ſpare me an uneafy an teln, rte by acci- 
dent, fall into his company. I had in reality 


no inclination for marriage; but, What deter- 


mined me to be ſo reſolute in my refuſal, of I. 5 


4 & 14 1 


knew. not whom, was, that I had now an op- 


” 


conſtancy. to my couſin Phaon, whoſe abſence . 


had ſo increaſed my fancied. paſſion for him, 
that nothing could, in my, opinion, have moved, 


C23 Vs 


; | 5 13 9 $992 hate: 
- I refolved,; if poſſible, to fi aſs 7 all the E 
amples that are left us of women whoſe fidelity 


< 


largela train of- lovers as the faithful Penelope, 


ally addreſſed. by. two young gentlemęn more., 


Their perſens o converſation I cannot ſay were 
any way agree able to me; and having refuſed 


them both, I exulted in topping) the part of 
conſtancy: I had at pteſent undertaken to act. 
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rs ſolution in my on imagination did I refuſe as 


opes of the return of, my,wanderingPhaon 1. . 
It was not long before lichanced $92 perſon- 
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50 
be thorght myſelf n debits could 
I have condeſcended to have given my hand to f 
one man, whilſt my thoughts were wandering : 
after another. Yet all my conſtancey to Phaon { 


did not ariſe from any virtues of his, but from 
_a;deſire of exerciling a virtue, which was to 
make me the object of my on admiration; MW 


and had I received the moſt demonſtrable evi- 
dence of his being ever ſo bad a man, it would 
not in the leaſt have ſtaggered my conſtaney; 5 
for the leſs he deſerved my favour, the more 
generol ſuy ſhould” 1 exert in beſtowing | it on 
ol iv!!! It 
ne Car now all looked as if they ſpied a 
biother! | 
But it was not TOR bitte before my f= 
7 ther received an account that my couſin Phaon - 
was dead of a fever, which ſeized him on his 
voyage: and this news releaſed me from that 
exceſs of conftancy, which was to wait for his 
return; but I was in reality ſorry for him, 
and grieved very heartily. I raiſed pictures Ram MM - 
poetry of his being ſnatched away in the bloom 
of youth, and untimely brought to his grave: 
but as deep ſorrow, eſpecially where the foun- 
dation was ſo very weak, could: not dwell long 
in my mind, and was really very tireſome, * 
choſeè another play- thing, and rejoiced in the 
thought, that as my worſhipper was dead, he 
was incapacitated from pe; himſelf at the 
ſcmhrine of any other i And now was 
mind ſoon reſtored to geltect tranquillity; - ag: | 
I was at liberty to find for my imagination what ; 
755 el 5 I io think ore 1 or 
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Ts the tribunal drag the caitiff tram; 


Where mercy ſleeps and nature pleads in vain. 


And whence this luft to laugh ? what fond pretence? 
My Shafts Fry tells us mirth's the tgſt of ſenſe; + 
Th enchanting touch, which fraud and falſhood fea 7 


Lite Una's mirror, or Ithuriel's ſpear. 
Not ſa fair Trutb.— 


Essar on RI Deu Ls by Mr. Warrenzan. 


Terri. orlix vl. Una. The Car. 5 


| CYLINDA. „ bis 
S Toon as 1 had baniſhed the 1 AT =P 


my couſin Phaon from my mind, my uſual 


bent for ſelf-admiration returned, and my ima- 
gination was employed in ſearching for demi - 
gods, who ſhould bow down before me, and 
every monient bring to my remembrance my 
; own exalted underſtanding. 


I had fixed in my mind the higheſt nai = 


1 my lord Shafteſbury's writings, which I be- 


lieve originally aroſe from the common conver- 
ſation I heard at table from my father and his 


companions. Nothing could be more exactly 


adapted to the humour I at this time indulged, . 

than that freedom of thought and enquiry, 

VWhick 43 58 to 3 0 prero- 
, | - oative 


L - 5 


4 
— 


— . f 8 * 


— 


hb 


8 5 tan). | „„ 5 
_ gutive-of the human mind. I was by him con- 
veyed in imagination on che throne of judgment 
and all nature ſeemed Waiting with: depend- 
ene om my determination. The crowns and 


ſcepters of the Whale world laid at my feet 


would not have given me half the; gratification 


28 thus believing myſelf xhe ſovereign judge of 
all things. I had ſuch an averſion to every 


thing that had the leaſt appearance of being 


gloomycor moroſe, and ſuch a delight in giving 
an umbounded vent to every: whimſicali piece of 


pleaſantry which ↄpreſented itſelf to my fancy, 


that the making RDIeurE the TEST Ur 


RU was moſt perfectly agreeable to my in- 


elinations. I turned therefore every ſmart ex 


preſſion, or S MOT of my author, into a 
baſis on which to build ſomething that I: ealled 


H a principle; and thus whilſt the — + 


or not ſtanding ie, Was to prove truth or falſe- 
cthood, I joined with my author in boaſting: my 
ſecurity, that however I might be RTE 
E p out of my wits, I never could be RT DI 


. ev'zE D out of them. That pleaſant faney of 


aà grave biſfropꝰ s believing i im fairies, *'with; the: 
words Tx & DITION: and (R EVE LADION: being. 
- jumblet} in>ſo-very: near to that ſtory, had the 


-effe&! deſigned, and eaſily convinced me:; that D 


ialkbeliefin revelation» or tradition had in it 
fomething very ridiculous, and therefore could 
Inot ſuit: with the dee of human wiſdom. 
The ridicule of believing in fairies ran away 
wih me, and J began! to ff et every thing of 
being; a childiſſi incredible tale. Tbus on the 
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-tonified by fuck 3 theſe, uU Era 
ERS OF PRIESTCRAFT, BIG OoTRY, SUPER- 
*STITION, VULGAR ENTHUSIASM, SOLEMN 
MVMMERY, RELIGIOUS 'IMPOSTURE; and all 


*RESTRAINTS\made'to BU B3LEtheunderſtand- 
ing, and to''ENSLAvVE the FREE and/oeve- 
R GUS SPIRIT! The illuſtrations: Which he 


"uſes too from outward objects came very ſtrong- 
ly to the aſſiſtance of raiſing my horror at the 


thoughts of an 75 reſtraint. Nor do we ſay 
chen e our 
1 7 when having his hands tied up he is hinder- 


author) that be is a good man, 


ed from doing the miſchief he deſigns, or 


i or” (which is in a manner the ſame} when he ab- 


4 ſtains from executing bis ill purpoſe, through 
% a fear of ſome impendingopuniſhment, or 
through the allurement of ſomè exterior re- 
ee Ward. The word $LuvERY: fact before 


Kifficienily raiſed my horror: but when the pic- 
ture of ſlavery, illuſtrated by a man bound in 
chains, was placed before my view, nothing but 

the idea of condemned felons preſented them- 


ſelves to my imagination, and T fled imme- 


dtately from ſuch a diſagreeable; ſpectacle into 
the pleaſing: contemplation' of my own: liberty 


of judgment, and the free agency of all my fa- 


cuties; The latter part of my author's before - 


quoted ſentence, where he makes the ifear of 
puniſhment or hope of reward indications of a 
ſervility of ſpirit, was not loſt upon me: for:T 


felt ſuch a liberality in the thought of being 


good, becauſe 1 hag elf had diſcovered it to be 


right and fit, ſuch an exaltation of my /n 
; underſtanding; in beidg thusmade dole! e huge c 


* * CharaQeifics, vel Il. 5 „„ 
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5 | ak of; PIPE PM mae * that, 1 ale PR 
be Fig EA; by the paltry fear of puniſhment,,or 
i allured by the ſelfiſh hope of reward. ſeorred 2 
au reſtraint and dependence, and eſteemed „„ 

ſelf free and unbounded. as the air. How way I 
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Wen: 

| MERIT uſed as ſynonymous terms, and Fond 1 
= | them! confined to the human ſpecies ! Here Was . 
| an opportunity for me to be conveyed in fancy 1 
| above the clouds, and looking down on the * I 
whole creation, to build a ſecond imaginary = 
temple dedicated to my merit. Vet how great 

the ſuſpenſe, whether to give the higheſt rank to 3 

my long deified UNDERSTANDING, or my new * 
dignified MERIT ! An altar was due to the for- is 

mer for its judicious diſtinctions of right from iD 
wrong, with its direction of my affections; and I 

to the latter, in that I was poſſeſſed of ſuch its 
natural good affections to need no directions 
VoruNTARTUNcONMAN DEB VIRFUES, in- 11 
dependent of all hope or fear, were the only Tt 


ones J could bear to be poſſeſſed of, as they 
alone ſeemed to be the produce of my own de- 
. terminations. ,:: But I was warmed, into enthu- 
- fiaſm whilſt I contemplated my author's picture 
4 f virtue I found daily delight by . ; 
in myſelf all the GENEROUS AFFECTIONS. 
"whit he commends. I felt, or fancied 1 felt, 
2 orosE SYMPATHY, a CONSPIRING, VIR- 
ron, a CONFEDERATING CHARM, and an 
HERDIN e INCLINAFEON. towards the whole 5 
ſpecies. The sTMrATRT, the BEAUTY, the 
enpDER of NATURE: raiſed in my mind ſuch Aa 8 
9 at: Tue, as my author , al —_— 
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lo. 18 be the ſame paſſion as PHIL ANTH ROPY- 

But with what exceſſive delight did 1 embrace 

the thought, that the DEirv muſt be the BEST 


* 


: ſent to this opinion was founded perhaps on the 


very ſame baſis, as that on which the noble 


author himſelf formed that opinion. For I 
Was naturally poſſeſſed of a great ſhare of good - 
nature, and had beſides very early in life found 


NATURE D“ BEING in the univerſe! and my aſ- 0 


out the political uſe of it, enough to know that 


ill. nature, ill: humour, and ſournęſs of temper, 


Would only ereate My own miſery: {fo that hilft 


. Was approving he ſentimeht of the deity's 


"g60d-nature, T'iy/realicy:fixed my approbarion 


. "4 *% 
PE to . 


"on my own. 


we pörtia mile at the uncommon manner of 


' 'Cylinda's: repreſenting her own principles and 

. dilpoſition; and the CRY looked qt of inward 
wore B51 01 n Loo 

* CYEINDA.” In lord Shafteſbury 8  rhapſody 

$ the following (paragraph. '-** Nor covnp 

Tn Gop witneſs for himſelf, or aſſert his being 


et any other way to men, than by revealing i 
c himſelf to THEIR "REASON, * appealing * to 
7 4 THEIR JUDGMENT and ſubmitting nis 
{WAYS to THEIR! CENSURE and cool delibe- 
ww 40 men „ Te vhich Tyielded with my whole 
ekt an abfolute affrt. What follows may be 


Fond in His miſcellaneous reflexions. Man 
1 not only by nature ſociable within the li- 

er mits of his on ſpecies or kind; but in a 

es of et more genefous and 7 entenve manner. 
0 


> e is not ny born to virtue, friendſhip, ho- 
4 neſty and faith, but to religion, piety, ado- 
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+ his mind to:whatever:happens from that su- 


„ \pgTWE cf nohDE of chings, which - 


% n Aο NON] ů N᷑ DDR int lys guſt! and per- 
les fett. le which: Igrieided as implicit an 
.affetrtoasqrol the former; ofinve! !thoſo1two ien · 


-tences>containet” all/the-dactrine:toowhich) „ 


inclination led me to give any credit. For to 
think that there were things which Gor Kinſelf* 
_-06VL) nom do, immediately :todk from me 
all 3 that euer forced hem 
ſelves d oughts of my bn imbecillity. 


T His inn —— Frm arr the dei: : 


then that! therndeity! was to ſubmit: to MN cen-- 
-ſores, not only: equalicd, but made me ſuperior 


te the ſupreme being. I could wander in the 
3 meditating on my authoris rhapſody an 


„olf nature / could pick ypievewptbble- 
— or falling leaves, and hy examiningtthe - 


\contexture: of =theivparts could!belioue myſelf. 


Jledto:theworthip» of. rthas! DEDDY; whowab:to - 
ſubmit: to av. cenſures. For he Was RUE 8864 
KILY: toſubmit tome; and IwWas GENEROUSLY. 
to ſurrender myſelf to him; and where there 
is NECESSARY SUBMISSEPNob5 [the one fide, 
and GENE NOS on the other, it is very caky. 
to deteimine) which is in reality the ſuperior- 
My author's account of the Egyptian my. 
Neries and idolatries, mixed as it is with other 


parts of hiſtory collected together, er | 
by. 


_ 1ſhewed me the truth of that N 
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= From PIT e Kal be more natura 
than to draw this concluſion, that religion i it= 
elf er we e rieſteraft, fit / only to 
-awe the wülgar and e far: beneath 
3 * and generous! mind; which diſdained 
paltryimotives; to: -SOOUCNne: Has hape onfear, 5 
e God waslto ſubmit Ito its judgment. 
A diſintereſted ſocial affection appeared to me 
the only moral virtue, and a GENEROUS SUR- 
-RENDER of my worfhip to iy creator (becauſe 
my on wiſdom had! diſcdvereg c him; and he- 
eauſe I judgedũt proper to payſhim ſuch addra- 
tion) the only true Feligion- For that God 
AD NoT revealed hinfelf tome by any other 
than the foregoing mehns Las thoroughly per- 
ſuaded; having determined with my author that 
he bouzn Norte Thus bad I made up my 
mind fo:cioſe; that there was no Joop-hole as 
thought for the entrance of: any eee 
andſif any other motion contradictory to 8 
beloved free ſociah ſcheme: dared but 10 make 
the leaſt appearance, I turned it into ſome ridi- 
culous light, burſt out a laughing, and by the 
teſt of ridicule pronounced. it to be falſe. Have - 
ing thus fettled:my principles; as: 1: imagined, © 
on the firmeſt foundation, I enjoyed the higheſt 
rapture in being the ſovercign judge of all things; 
and ſince the deity was to fubmit to my eenſures, 
I admired my own GENEROSITY in beſtowing 
one thought about him. In the midſt of this. 
my admiration of lord: Shafte ſbury, I went to 
make a viſit for a few days to a family that were 
extremely fond of my company; and one 
evening as I Was talking iirraptures of the Cha- 
racteriſtics, a gentleman then preſent, an old 
friend of my ä naving expreſſed fome 
88 „„ aſtoniſhment 


een 


i 209 
| | affonihment. that a perſon of my _ Pls 
vacity ſhould have taken a turn ſo uncommon 
for a handſome girl not yet twenty years 9 7 
d me very ſeriouſly what fyſtem. 1 had de- 
duced from my favourite author, and what prin- 
ciples I had really learnt from him. I had ran 
N the Characteriſtics with ſuch, 0 leaſure, 
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; from the meeting with ſo many things ſuited ra- 1 
: ther to warm the imagination than to convincte [ f 
| the-judgment, that, when thus called on to an- 9 
. - fver.a plain queſtion, I found myſelf. ftartled;. 7 


and a good deal diſconcerted. However I mu- 


| tered up a great many of my author's: favourite LNG 
3 .expreſhons, ſuch as so .AFFECTIONS, - 13 
: PHILANTHROPY; THE: BEAUTY). the ORDER” 1 
= or NATURE, and many more of the ſame kind; 15 
= vet at laſt was almoſt reduced to the neceſſity 5 1 
3 cloſing. my ſentence with Mr. Bayes! 8 phraſe of Lhd 
; ALLE ThAT. But when: I:had a little recover- 31-01 
ed: myſelf, I repeated, to.: the gentleman, almoſt: | 1 
. all that I, have been already xepeating: from ther Wi: + 
Characteriftics. He heard me with. great can- ba 
> _dor,. withont the. leaſt i interruption, and, when i 
| 1 had concluded, TE at me with an eye of 10 
.  compaiſion, he, aid, that it Was Wess F 


260 milled. He pales acme Favourite: quthor- 
had exerted the influence he had over me in the 
general manner of favourites, and had led me 


the a f he age But or ee 
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bee examine 3 be eee Th 91. . 

It was very difficult forzmy friend to aeg 
me to give him the leaſt attention; for IL was 
ready to e WI 2 ef ee | 
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till at laſt having gained my , r e 
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-briter to ki at it; and by the viracity or hy = 
fancy to ratfe images on his plette which 


they did not tend to; and then, believing that 
be could not ſtand ridicule, , I was ready to pro- 
nounce that he had not therefore Tpoke a a _—_ | 


ble of truth 1 


The gentleman proved bimſelf my friend; 
for he bore my treatment of him with Wege 3 
© 1 rag 

in the following manner 
Firſt conſider, Cylinda, hay your ihr 


55 hays ef ridicule's being the teſt of truth. If 
ah , teſt itſelf hath not ſome other teſt to be 


tried by, the chatterings or burleſcque diſtor- 


tions of monkeys may have a power to over- 
throw all things that are ſerious. But if con- 
2 > tradictions and falſe” Teaſonings are the true 


objects of ridicule; 55 then muſt your author be 
A eee by his on eriterion of truth ; 
and, inſtead of being any longer the object of 
96 -*:your: admiration, Re may: become a new ſub- 


$1: 5 


ject for your laughter.“ n 55 


This affertion'F own! greatly ſtartled me; bi | 
without giving him any interruption, 1 ſuffered 


dhe een to *proceed| in the following 
anner 0 11K AIRES ae „ | 
6 Examine vhhar lord Shafteſbury ſays of che 


8. good. nature of. his deity. There is ſome in- 
4 genuity, I muſt Tonfels, in this fancy of his 


4 about good. nature: for having ſonte apprè- 
henſions that. God may expect our obedience 
to his command, it 18 2 dery⸗ cunning evaſion 


to diſeober, Arft, that we are to fix f in judg- 


© ment On thoſe Sommatids, and, i we deter- 


. mine them not to be a rrecabſe 10 Our boaſted 


5 * reaſon; then that we! Fe Jultiſtec i a rotal 
- 77 _ © diſobedience 
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TY 


- . diſobediches to en. But Would“ we by as * 
© proceeding find ourſelves in the wrong, we 


nf have no occaſio1 n for any farther Nene 
than tb tell our God that: wth is a very good- 


natured deity; and therefore he gannòt pof. 
< ſibly be angry with us; nor cafi he ſo contra- | 


dict the nature' we have thought proper to al- 


© lot him, as to be out of humour. He muſt 
© undoubtedly very kindly accept ſuch a com- 


pliment, and approve our judgments ? This 


©'bririps to my remembrance” the forty” of a 
country- fellow, ſervant to à farmer; WHO, th _ 


£ 7, caàuſc for bis matter; took a Falſe oath; ld, 


© being alked by a neighbour how ke could do 
© ſowickeda thing as to forſwear himſelf, thought 


it a ſufficient "apology to anſver, * That God 
4 Almighty was merciful, and would : pardon 


„ him, but that his maſter he was ſure 4 5 


rc never have forgiven him Eins had told tlie 
oi truth.” n e 


his ſerv 
4 apology 7/7 | 

© You confe ls, cylinta, ( ene ß ier) 
that the whole drift of lord 'Shafte(bury is to 


< exalt human reaſon, to prove thät all nature 
js ſubject to our determination, and that ns 
man hath a right to impoſe on us the belief of 
any thing but what our penetration hath dif. 
k be gg * our r Me 6 yet 
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79 naive 1 Ni E9 vole, . 


Would any main; if his chlldlen were con- 
« tinually to run retrogade to his commands, $ 
and to ſet up their own judgments in o poſi- 
© ſition to his, think it a ſufficient exeuſe für 
hem t fay, that they did it upon. the deff. 
heb 18. had oP his* good nature * ith _- 
hat in nf 85 would any maſterloskopoh. 
ns; who ſhould uy ret 880 _ ah | 
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| And write. about it go ddeſs mw 


(&@) 
* PRINTS doth. * give up his. own. - — at 


+ laſt by comparing the human mind to a. 
© paſſenger on board a ſhi ſitting down in the 
& 'RQLDy-4 and. ignorant of all. that paſſes above 
deck. We are confined, che ſays) in a. dark 
+ caſe of fleſh... And in; anger gl 2 ſpeak- 
ing of human comprehenſi jon, theſe e:,are: his 
words: In an. infinity of. things mutually. 
41 relative, a mind, Which ſees not infinitely, 
e can ſee nothing, fully; ; and muſt therefore: 
66: frequently ſee. that as imperfect, which! in it 


Ws ſelt ! 18 really perfect. To 41115 


Is not i 155 6 Wh Pope. Laps 1 10 | bis 


„bande, 2 6 2h L024 8 


1 5 7 4 NR KS, ** 1 


ro prove a thing will A's men n.doube i ike. - 


9 it 2, K 

Bie D e ee 

Hon many; pages: of. the Gharadheriics 1. 
los ee per in proving that our reaſon c: 

veſtigate all things, and by, the beauties 0! na- 

2 e lead us to the diſcovery. of a. deity; „ Yet 


1 when the author is on the very point of Son- 


vexting his ſceptie, by proving, that all: eee, 
© ance; of evil can be-nothing, but appea 


; {how eaily: doth., his: une ve F. 1 7 


0 on mind, ſince you firſt e your Ha 


if canſe, by ſaying;that e ard to put 
4 bim upon the Progf of ſuch an bypatheſis, , 

© ſince nothing leſs than an infinite mind can 
ſee infinite cormexions l. 


c Can you, Cylinda (adds ny — impoſede on 
ah by ſuch - fallacious e to. argument? 


8 Gandidly me that hath, paſſed i in your 
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= * Vol. 2. page „ K1107 468 7 mi. $: 
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%% on 
*: Rem warmed by the florid ſtyle and 
_ * ſpeciou 

ou will find that you have ſometimes been: 
.* ſoothed by the power of pleaſing words, ſome- 


times terrified. with/bug-bear expreſſions, and 
an 


ſelf calls it] out of your-underſtanding,” ** 
mind, the moment it appeared to me that Thad 
been deceived,. I readily. confeſſed the deceg- 
_ tion, and haſtily fled. from its influence. 


band to look on Cylinda with-ſcom._ ; ©. 
Sr rixp R. L was fo pleaſed with my friends 
acknowledging that I myſelf, if I would exa- 


4 


On ths the Cx began to make viy fact, 


the fallacy of. the Fannie that I ſogn 
ſet about the pleaſing: taſt; and on | reflexion- 


2 


oblervation, that bug. bear words, and b 1 7 


pictures, had made; a child of me, and real 


-_BVBBLED me out of my underſtanding: 12 


. chat, -whilſt the fear of being a dupe. liad made 
me aſſent to I knew not what, 'Þ fell into the 


„ 


- and;was the g rr 153 
muſt confeſs that my lord Shafteſbury owning: 


me narrow-lightedneſs of us mortals, was what 
had the ſtrongeſt effect on my mind toward per- 


 ſuading me to change my opinion of him; for 
I looked on myſeff as trieked and deceiyed hy. 


kim, ;ſince- from bis own words. I had enjoyed 
- the pleaſing thought, that Þ was ſovereign judge 


of all things; and yet he at laſt. betrays his 
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very ſnare which: I took fo much pains to, avid, 
dupe of all. Beſides, 1 
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5 The cv 12 ſuffered various Fenfadone rd 


| "Ing this account of Cylinda's change of Opi- 


FL 
. 


their deareſt friencg 7 


* eutbation.* "The remembrance of ſome hints, 


= ho ich Portia had fotmerhy thrown out eoneern- 
Aug tlie opinion of ridicule's being the tonch- 


ne of truth, awakened all their apprehenſions, 


10 ved ſertion. Actuated therefore by theſe 
c e and raiſed ſueh a clamor as they 


ſpeak in, or, if ſhe did, her being heard would 
be an impoſſibility. "Bur Uns s voice peremp- 
torily inſiſting that Portia ſhould be heard forced 
them to comply ; although any ſort of. com- 
pliance or ſubmiffions was fo averſe to their na- 
tures, that nothing could more ſet the uA 

"at work to > torture their: e Aud ce all 
— * e ir 


= 
Wb A 


nion. Fer not being obitinately tenacious of a 
5 5 7 had almoſt thade then wei 


3 Hs but her lde ac Wolde 3 prove 1 to. 
* | 


No Portia roſe up and made a mollbn Willi . 
her hand, as if ſhe had an inclination to ſpeak ; 


ch the Cx v no ſooner perceived,. than the 
late calm, that her ſilence had granted to the 


"bollin gpaſſions within'their breaſts immediately 
aan, and all:within was difotder and per- 


"teſt ſhe ſhould endeavour to elear up that point, 
"and"to refute that their Favourite and bet be- 


feats, they; declated that Cylinda ſhould: not be 


very well knew Portia would not attempt to 


. 


EY - their z benlbidets ous cad) dle by. thiir | 


wting looks and ſour eountenances. 
PokrIA. I would) not willingly iter t 


the narrative of a life, 'whieh' appears to mefit 8 
the eloſeſt attention. But I ond gladly add 


a few thoughts to the, gentleman' 8 Spine pf | 


lord Shafteſbury's writings, and explain my own 
: ſentiments more fully on the ſubject of ridicule, 


© Cylinda declared that ſuch an interruption 
8 would'be extremely agree able to her, and 5 OF 


ged her therefore to proceed. 


PoR TIA. Of all the inventions An which 


"rank have delighted, this favourite one of 
making ridicule the teſt of truth ſtands fore- 


maoſt in the rank for doing miſchief. Let taken 


in the right ſenſe, it hath. the Bo rc of 


 undoubted truth. 1152 

The Cay, whoſe feine had berff all derrhed, 
felt ſuch a ſudden change on hearing thoſe 
words, that, aecording to an expreſſion in em 
- Thumb, a ecuftry dance of joy was in their. 
- eyes ; and for the firſt time they” ſpared even 
Portia a little degree out of their {mall ſtoekof 

_ admiration. Ct 929 "ITE i e 
PokrfA. But i Aeieule be: not mant un - 


derſtood, ſo far is it from being the. "teſt of 


truth, that it is the grandeſt prop of fallicy 


that the human eien could ever Have 


formed. 


Firſt, the 11 Keulen oaght vidbly to ariſe from 


the abſurdity of the ſubject ridiculed, and not 


from the whimſical 'Faticy of the Rüter. 


5 Otherwiſe what would become of all the moſt 


beautiful works of art, if they were to fall in- 


to the hands of bud ons e Should any perſon 
1 85 N had no taſte TRE real beauty, but delighted 


rather 


2 . 
r ,-» n 
mn — — —— 


4 


. 


- TEN * 8 7 * 
I re * ee 9 [& J BR — 
OO LO EO A on eb OE. SPORT 7 EG te og COON PE 2, * * 

— —— — — nt nn — — — — - 2 — — — 1 
8 Pe . YATES ot ade ͤ .. A EE tee Bee” 3 r 
223 8 N S Can gs eg re af rr / cages nr — r 2 3 

* 9 wc A. 1 A rn ” * * S Ee i Don AK, 5 
—— 27 A. * by — — _ 8 i © 9 = EY 2 SE — EST 
— — 2 . —— — - * - of 


4 3 


4 Lot. N 
r 


+ 
* & 
0 2 
| 5 
54 
1 88 
AAR 
Jt 
Pp: 
I 
12 » 78 
43 &KL81 
. 
. 1 
1 WY 
1 
1 
_ 4 
KS 02 
Th hs 
. * 1 
al 3-2 
1 
1 
4.04 
1 
2118 
* * 
fl "mi : 
-$ 3% 
43-6 
? 
TH 
{% 
« 4 
1280 8 
. 
1 
1 2 
1 
. 
12 
1 
5 
LR. 
ne 
* 
XP 
pn. #7 
75 
£4 
* * 3 
* 
2 2 
22 
1 
I 
13 
32 
8-1 
17 . A 
1 
18 
* 
1 
18. 
% 
© K 
11 
4 * 
« \ 
$ . 
1 
. 5 
- V4 
* WE 
A ＋ F 
was” 
085 
=; 
7 
* 
iS 
ba); 
x 
? a 
* 
2 
z% 
by 
a 
5] 
4 
4 * 
=y 
1 
1 "7 
4 
1 
— = 
*» © 
* Ph. 
* 
3 £4 
F, 
18 
” þ 
«© RK 
* ÞÞ 
OP) 
1 
*, : 
* 
1 5 
N 
11 
| 
M4 
5 
. 
. 
i! 
1 
= 


= . 1 . _— — - 2 A c "ED S 8 1 4 I” 4 
— — — — 5 — — — . — — — * vo 
— — __ es 2 222 . p * 2 >= x 7* . 2 ＋ r — 2 - _ 3 3 32 

6969 — 9. — as — . ͤ——.. SACK. CAB A In ECD Ions — —•— . ̃ . — . = 

”_ CT 8 * = 2 5 ar- OI : C2, — — x — — — IIS 2 = 
Jane * e ah . 2 A . — — — > rr Ws 3 — — * — — 
n 5 Pg e 8 2 * — HEY Ge ES 2 2 2 

i 


l *K . - 
V2 
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. prepoſterous deformity, clap on upon 
the head of the famous Venus de Medicis a * 
- Fool's. cap With a pair of aſs's ears, bedaub i 
+ beautiful face with wud or wine lees, and throw 


. Peers” voor mens 
* 2 — 

Sy ER e 
D 


a: large robe. of patch- work over its well · pro- 5 
4 Pic ed limbs; how ſoon might that exquiſite « 
model of ſymmetry and beauty become to the 1 


vulgar the tigheſt object of ridicule ? _. 
And fo it would, faid the GR; and all burſt 
into a loud laugh at the ridiculous. ede 


picture. 33 
don't deny ĩ it, replied Parta, if it had ki 
ginally come out of the artiſt's hands in that 
- . figure: but when we remember its ſymmetry, 
its elegance, and the pleaſure which at firſt view 
it gave to our imaginations, can we be ſo impoſed | 
on as not to perceive, that all the ridicule falls 7 
on the buffoon deſtroyer of beauty, and not on 8 
the admirable ſtatue itlelf? Viſible abſurdity. may "© 
at firſt ſight (eſpecially where there: i is an immo- 2 
derate love of laughter in the mind) give mo- 5 
ion to the riſible muſcles, altho” in the before- 
mentioned inſtance, I ſhould imagine it ſnould - 
rather produce forrow to fee ſo much bea 1 
e, But is there breathing a perſon ſo | _ 
- ablurd,,as to avow that this disfiguzed 'Venus 55 1 
Medicis is in itſelf a deformed, incongruous, . 
and conſequently 2 xidiculous figure, becauſe 
the grinning multitude cannot behold it without 
. laugh? Nor can it be denied, but that the 
- molt finiſhed pieces of art are fall as liable to | 
become the objects of buffoonery, as the moſt - 
; rude and unpoliſned; nay much more fo, if we 
..confider but a moment on the true motive : 
1 which muſt ſet theſe. ridiculing wits at work, 
eee the deſire of rendering themſelves of 


conſequence, 
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1 2 | 5 | 5 1 | 1 
enee, by depreciating that excellence 


. which they cannot reach: for finding within an 
- ſelves, they endeavour 10 diſguiſe every thing 


that is :worthycadmirations; Horace ſeems to 


me of all other writers to have the moſt juſt no- 
3 tions of tue ridieule. His clear images, his 
beautiful illuſtrations! being perfectiy calculated 
to place before our eyes what in its own nature 
is truly ridieulous. - Tis the pretending to paint 
either with the pen or the pencil any picture, 
without knowledge enough tq render it uniform 
and natural. Tis when the produce of a 
labouring mountain is a poordiminutive mouſe, 
that he juſtly calls for laughter, and not when 
falſe wit. hath jumbled together- à parcel of 
images, in order to raiſe the phantom of ab- 
ſurdity where there is no ſuch thing, and whers 
- alice tries to raiſe laughter amongſt thoſe who 
edelight in deriding both. friend and 1 foe. . But 
when an authos|ſets out with à parade of pom- 
pous words, in order to draw, a fair: picture of 
his own fpecies, and endeavours to exalt our 


opinion of ourſelves into a belief that we have 


a xight to cenſure even the deity himſelf ; when 

She bath inſinuated, that we are bom to every 

Perfection which the imagination can form; 
when be hath deſcribed this wonderful perfect 
ereature, as prepared by folitude and contem- 
plation to fit in judgment on the univerſe, and 

to diſcover from thence. his own deity; when 

_. alſo we are big with the expectation of his ju- 

Adicious determination; — how are we all 


1 4 


3 2 
as 


being, this ſovereign judge of this univerſe, ſud- 
denly dwindled into a poor ſhort-lighted crea | 
3J%%%ͤöͤ—Q⁵;! K 5 „„ 


Wa 


— 


3 3 (+ 0 10 
ture, eo he wa dark de ef gem! 18 u pol. 
ſible on this oecaſion to avoid thinking of Ho- 
race's beautiful Woman that ended in à fiſh's 

tail? or do we not pereeive all' the mountains 
in labour; and find the produte to bea 
mouſe? Tis impoſſidle to keep our imagi 

tions from 'preſenting us wich the anne 

; _ writing, when Wes thus behold TH 

2p This bold Dalhouly the wee of way 
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> ſuddenly transformed n 5720 a „ 
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| Leena c 10 n cl to the earl of lar. 


-To- followherefobs the: tene ef kiſtiee, 

- Joft us in the ſtory- of Phalaris, let us try this 
polite author by his own teſt; and if inconfiſt- 
ency and contradictions call for our' laughter, 

his much admired writings will in ſome. meaſure 
become the ſubje&X for ridicule.” AE 03 eee 


The Cry, Who were always rely fer 2 jeſt, 
-- gave their aſſent in this caſe, even to Portia their 
, en enemy; for if ſomebody Was to be 


'avgh'd at, they eared not much who” ir was, 
b ae they chemſelves, in that collective bo⸗ 
15 Gbr e deten. 0 450 md 50 10>: 
tion, and look'd ardently deſirous that ſhe would 
 purkie the ſubject ſhe had fo well begun. 


Pokrra. But notwithſtanding I can ſee con- 

. uadichons and the ridiculous of ſome part o of 
the Characteriſties, yet I would by no means 
deny the authar ef Tein his due praiſe. His 


2 hos and elegant ſtrokes in many parts of bis 


3 works 
* The Art of Sinking in Poetry. 


, were lope cy oh wa being the oblecks of Ws 
inda' Hſtencc to Portia with a ſilent nen- | 


: 


claim pur admirat 
webe Fin he 75 Seth. — of the princi- 


14 c 
al. inſt „that I can regollect, of a trutn 
Which J Shia inganteſteble, namely, that egg, 
dor-exalte and enlarges the,capacity, whilſt the,, 
wank of, eander Hifles;and ſuppreſſes all its force. 
Fenin thoſe, parts of his writings, Where hg js.) 
* — en Seren 5. proves, 

hi ; but when 


. 


E. 40 hide away; 3nd conceal the. ruth, his... 


ig note anne Ahe e e | 
iu Sundl lord 80 Shaftetbury =. 


433 — — 8: could not nrt the dodt ines... 
of:Sactates,:or-the reputation of that pbi loſo- N 
phert. I vfl net preſent. take npon me to 72 
rien de at ridicule: was the only ir 
mem Of z miltbief ig We hands of, his malicious 
adverſagiez which, could have. CE 50 ! den 
ſtructian. appen gr to me exccfſi rely plair 
if. Lam not-miſtaken, . a 
that great: man at Athens. 
Anbytus, on ſeme private, pique, 2 8 to, 
take away the life of Socrates; but; on a con- 
ſaltations with his rifriend Melitus, hey; agreed. | 
thatithe chers ctencof Socrates. as too; much 
andi reyerad eee ine er 970 
mio Rs againſt him. 


t hy ra e 2 2 05 Sign Ss Bo 
wens of . thaj, 55 e 
he might: depseciate ef be on, | 


OE 10 flir Pers 10 ad EO aa Filters O 
ther of Bacchus, Who was deified for his de- ri 


bauches. Ariſtophanes therefore elapped a fel. £ 
10% into a 'baſket; hung him up in the middle o 
the ge gave 'Him"the*azme* of :S6cratesg' f 
(atets'd no doubt 4s ke bim ds peffwie) and m 
made him ſpeak ſome noted words! of Sienus, = 8 


which words by Socrates had in truth never dec 
made uſe of. 15 1 to che common expe- lc 
rience öf mankind, 'whether ſuch a public n. 7 Wu 


repreſentation would not at any time' raiſe 1 te 
Aaughter from à valgar audience, who, War E 
V 


in judgment to diftin f (ache he Beenels 8 
| ing 8 a nt more ee an elephant | pe 
- arid àn ant) would pronounce che man ſo" re ee 


preſented ridicutous? But at che end of the ch 
play, when it m ight ae ſuppoſed that the Atho- th 
nian mobhad ff ape their lau 3 qu 


mflice breaks Nang. nr own true colbuits; | 
cfates Was loaded with falſe accuſations,” as Hoch pr 
in the Bead of a ſet who denied che being ef is 
tit gods ; and no.] that it as found that a} ſtr 
crates, by their buffoon tricks, was become 4 i 
laughing flock, the ons of ridicule were to ric 
be changed into firebrands, which were recom- tit 
mended to the mob whilſt their hearts were thug! nu 
Inflated;” and che laſt ſpeech of che play, wWitkh- WM th 
ut dilguiſe, tells them where to direct their fu. to 
ry. The mirids of 'the grinning multitude, be- th 
in g eaught by bulfoonery, were fitted to receive mi 
any ill impreffion- againft Socrates, Firſt, by int 
the power of ' burleſque they ns whe at him; lac 
then, glad to juſtify their n buffoenery, they Sh 
readily lent an ear to any ev accuſation that 
his enemies cal prop poſe, "Thoſe accuſations, 
which were fultfvallowedin the form of- Sing 


. 


e 2 . (71 0% | 
on the theatre, now became ſerious in the fos'!) 
rum; and thus, by the force of 'x1!Drevie; of 
ruin, Of BURLESQUE, (meant undoubtedl7 
only to make folks merry) was laid the true 
foundation for the fall of the wiſeſt and beſt 


15 


” 
« 


| 


man that ever yet appeared in the heathen 


* . 1 


world. e ; .bin 

' Languiſhing for ridicule, and an immoderate 
love of jeſting, is the bane of ſociety. Such 
univerſal ſcoffers and gigglers may properly be 
> termed mental poſture-maſters, who diſtort and 
1 [MW weaken their faculties, inſtead of exerting thent: 
n [ME with ſtrength and activity to any eligible pur- 
: poſe.” But let thoſe perſons, who are never in 
{1 IM earneſt, and who endeavour to probe that ev ry 
0 thing in nature is a jeſt, take great heed that 
5 they claim to themſelves no one virtue or good 
quality, leſt the jeſt of the claim ſhould too vi- 
ſibly appear to the dulleſt apprehenſion. This 
prepoſterous love of joking, ' upon all-occafions, 
| is fooliſhly-indulged in children, grows! head-! 
i Wl ſtrong and inoffenſive in manhood, and, when 
p the faculties begin to decay, renders old age 
: ridiculous. As much as I abhor all harſh ſeve- - - 
I rity to children, and the keeping them conti- 
it nually in dread of the rod, in order to make 
11 them learn what may never be of the leaſt uſe 
to them, yet would I by ſeverity (if gentle me- 
wy thods would not prevail) root early from their 
minds this malicious love of turning every thin 3 
* into ridicule. : And greatly do 1 approve what 4 5 


Ke: 
# * 
# 

2. 


lady of my acquaintance did on this occaſion. 


$ 4 
— — : L 


0 She: had been the beſt of wives, whilſt ſhe was 
' I fo happy as to haves the moſt indulgent of huſ- 
1 bands yet alive; but being left a idow with : 
be e de confined all ber thoughtsro! 


— 


5 0 9) | 
the care of her Wen 28 thei: mbſh.- 0 
afſectionate of mothers. She ſpared no pains 
for their inſtruction, nor ever corrected them, 
except when. the ſole conſideration for their on 
made it Abſolute ly neceſſary. But obſerve- 
ing one day that her youngeſt had thrown. 
down her ſiſter's card-built houſe, only forfunn ; 
and.diverſion; and becauſe. her ſiſter. was vexed 
at it, the young one inſulted her, or, in other 
Words, turn her! into ridicple. (ſo early doth 
5 be love of this ſport begin) for being grieved 
| he, in my Opinion, very Judrgjonlly,- 
| whine A het! for the joe. $ 
__nThe-Gay-wrong their: hands, ang "oY 
the child in all the terms of cotapaſſion! they 
could invent; declaring, that they never heard 
of any thing half ebnen, as the e 
? 5 hip:a poor dear little .Ingotent Nea n 
Jet. * ine 43, 11316 pair EM ba 
org. But 7: 46 very ne 4; 
_ ſame--child's- running haſſily, pet N deming to 
pieces a fine ſet of china, a preſent from. a * | 
foveditulband, her mother let this accident paſs, : 
Without any other reproof, than ſaying, You 
I muſt take care, my dear child, aud not a: 
, ſo. baſtily another time.? 
Now all the compaſon;which late hadſeized: 
the minds of the Gx for the poor dear little 


8 innocent, vaniſhed at once; and each. ſeparately 


fixing her thoughts on ſome favourite piece of 
china, ſome ſhell, or ſome other brimle ware of 
8 To: own private property, ſereamed out; An 

<«. odious little careleſs brat, had ſne been mine, 
AL would: eęttainlyj have flead her alive e 0 
Portia took noi notice of their behaviour; but 
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PokrIA. GT II DA. Una. The Cay. 
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HAVE already, and with great truth, de- 
clared, that I had not obſtinacy enough in 

y diſpoſition to retain an error, and to ſtick 
dy an abſurdity that was glaring. I have a fort 
of mental greedineſs which makes me eager to 
take in any food that appears wholeſome or pa- 
latable; but as ſoon as it becomes any ways 
diſtaſteful I inſtantly reje& it. Yet was my 
imagination too active, too full of vivacity, to 
bear idleneſs, and my mind was ſo much delight- 
ed with its ſelf- admiration, that it could by no 
meeans quit the ſearch after ſome new method of 
enhancing that my greateſt pleaſure. As my 
diſcarding my lord Shaftſbury, and all his opini- 
ons, was not from conſidering him in the view 
which I have now ſeen him fo juſtly painted, 
but for his betraying the cauſe of human viſ- 
dom, (for his endeavour to exalt man's reaſon- 
ing faculties was by no means, to me, his of- 
| fence ;) quitting ſo weak a guide, I ſent my 
roving fancy, unbridled, to explore the ways of 
heaven and earth, in order to diſcover ſome 
new object of admiration, or rather ſome new 
foundation on which I might build ſome yet un- 
thought-of ſuperſtructure to my own ſelf-ap- 
plauſe. From the general idea I had before 
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muſter+roll'of them all, as ſeparately defined by 
Philoſophers ; ; and P fell in love with each par- 
ticular virtue in its turn, juſt as it happened: to 
ſuit with my then! preſent inclination-. I was, 
amongſt the virtues, Hike the great Turk in his: 
ſeraglio 'of anten; ant" I choſe to dwell with 
that virtue which looked the faireſt in my eyes, 
and gave me, at that ſeaſon, moſt pleaſure. In 
hort, I made wives of them; I firſt admited 
them, then made them. m my o.•n property, and 
if they would not ſubmit to my will I W e 5 
ed them off and divorced them. 
Portia could not refrain from ſmiling, 28 be 
: fore, at Cylinda's whimſical. manrfer of relating 
the ſenſations of her mind. Una looked at her 
with an attentive concern; almoſt fearing that 
her wild imagination would carry: her to perdi> 
tion. Whilſt the CRV were too much puzzled 
what to make of her ſentiments, to ſuffer them 
often to Ras Ret” any fort of” ihterruption | in her 
diſcourſe. 0 
CY TIN PA. The four cardinal virtues, pb 
dence, © temperance, fortitude, - and Juſtice, „ 
made all my own, and forced them to ſubmit | 
to my command. Inſtead of the common am- 
bition of | outward honours and high ſtation, IT 
was my own world, and the kingdoms 1 covet- 
ed were ſuch as I could raiſe in my own mind. 
The four cardinal'virtues were the chief pillars 
of my. ſtate; and the other attendant virtues, 
with all their. properties aſcribed to them by... 
philoſophers, came in their train to eee 
dignit r. 
When any inclination: aroſe i in my Laine (we 
ved force of Which was but ſmall) 1 2 ed the 
VV gratifi- 
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gratification of i it on every ſide, and . on 


the diſcovery of its being in the leaſt imprudent; 4 


for then I could, by reſiſting this inclination, 3 in- 


 dulge myſelf with the thought. that the, ® rational 


part of my. ſoul. was in its full v Wen, and that 


| prudence was, all my own. But. if the inclina- 
tion roſe. with any impetuous ſway, L wag ſure 
either to prove (fully to my own ſatis faction) 


that the gratification. of it was not. imprudent, 
or that prudence was another word fon mean- 


| e ee $, 1 45 that my ſoul was too enlarged 


obe tyed; down. by rules Ht only to.reſtrain 


29 I choſe nobly to dare, and was far 
abqve the, fear of any conſequences. ben up 


ſe MAGNANIMITY,, backed with all the argu- 
an my inclination could ſuggeſt; and, by the 
rce of my imagination, it was always ſure to 


get the better, and poor prudence either ſhame- 
fully retreated, or was, beaten, off in the fray. 


For, as an ingenious author once made 2 battle 


of the 55 o made a battle of the virtues; 
and the fie 
theſe tumults gave me very little trouble or vex- 


of action was my own mind. Yet 


ation, for I never fail'd. taking that part to which 


y inclination moſt. ſtrongly led me, and that 
9040 was always ſure to come off victorieus. I 
never was , out rs humour with or diſcarded 
juſtice; 3 for the part I made her play was to de- 
termine me always 1 in the right, and to allow 
me poſſeſſed of every good quality; this I made 
_ Juſtice pronounce as my due, and liberality be- 
ſtow on me with a plenteous hand. Then as to 


s, nothing . be more: TOY at 
my 


2 \Peudentia: ravoantilic animi bare virtus at. 
de ex Ariſtotele, > | | | 


0-09. bly wy 2 ov. — „ — * „ 2 Ne 


x "0 770 
my commatid: for 1 could, . n 
raiſe in my mind the idea of every evil to which 
human life is incident, and could bear them (be- 
ing abſent) Vith ſuch perfect eaſe and tranquilli- 
1 that 1 doübted not but 1 was pöftefted of 
the higheſt de gree of fortitude. Yer, as 1 was 
ndt e trethely fond of the contemplation even 
of ideal ills,” 1 ſoon grew tired of this virtue; 
| and, giving a looſe to my imagination, I again 
; raiſed myſelf up to the kl oheſt itch of magna- 
nimity. I had read engt the tet oa 
wy that it is the property of magnanimity brave- 
ny: and with an equal mind, to bear Pg * 
0 « ty, adverlity; f Ow 'or ignominy; 

„it delighits not in pleaſure, in power, or in 
105 victoty; but in its own greatneſs and 8 
e dity of ſoul : that tlie man of magnanimity 
| e loves not life, nor defires to live on baſe con- 
8 cc ditions; but fixes his delight on what is ge- 
2) ce nerous and noble. It was this then; of all I 
in the virtues, that had noſt chance for! my kigheft _. nn 
favour, For} tüde, wHich was only to ſupport - iſ 


me Mt the an of any*preſent calami ol 
or . fear of Foes re, 10 Bolt in the com- 1H 
_ pariſon; and fi wh! delight was fixed in the 14 
admiratlon f MY O WI GRE ATNESS AND PROS 1K 

rüxpizf or schr Whatever path my; Wi 

rovide imagination led ets whether eordizllh #18 

to eſbface the virtues; "bectuſe 1 thought ny 
ſelf poſſeſſed of them, or to deſpiſe them When 

that fancy fall'd me; Whether prudence, forti- 1 5 1 

tude, or any other demi- god, was for the pre- | 18 

ſent et up,” yet the main point Was ſtill . nt 

fime; all were to bou down before my ow | 9 
greatneſs 2 5 My books alſo bl 

a avcording to” my reigning whim; wh 148 
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5 Every outward accident alſo, that happened to 


98) © 
y thing 8 1 5 The 
Tet 85 my fancy too had the ſame fate, and 


I ſhortened eyen the ſhort date of mortal hero- 
iſm; for mine were only the heroes of a day, 
nay, ſometimes of an hour, juſt tallying, with the 


preſent ſubject of my admiration. Whilſt I 5 
enraptured with magnanimity, one part of 1 5 
is faid to be the diſdaining to live on baſe 


66 conditions,” Cato of Utica was my hero. 


me, generally took its riſe from the preſent fa- 


vourite imagination of my brain; and it was, I 


think, in the third day of the reign of MAONA- 
-NLMITY;,. in the ſixth. hour of the heroiſm of 


Cato, that I was. prevailed on by. ſome! young 
ladies of my acquaintance, to go with them to 
the neighbouring city to ſee Addiſon's tragedy 


of Cato ated by a ſet of ſtrollers, amongſt 


5 whom was a young gentleman an, tg younger ſon 


of a baronet. This youth, having been 
highly applauded i in hs part of Cato, which he 
acted amongſt his companions: in the ſchool 
where he was put for education, became ſo fond 
of ſuch popular applauſe, as to quit the road of 


life he was deſigned for by his parents, and to 
join himſelf to this ſtrolling company, where he 
Hill held the pre- eminence, and was, inveſted 
With all the dignity of their principal parts. 


This was the young gentleman who now alſo 
perſonated Cato. He was extremely handſome, 


thoroughly topp'd his part, and met with uni- 
verſal approbation. I beheld with pleaſure all 
the ſentiments of my: favourite hero of antiquity 


in a manner brought into life, by the force of 
fine action, and animated by, the vigour. of 


e 1 be e attitude of the We 1 
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dhe ſenſibility of his countenance, when, looking 
on his dead ſon, he, with a ſteady greatneſs of | 
mind, uttered theſe words, Thanks to the __ 
„ gods, my boy has done his duty,” dwelt 
ftrongly on my imagination; and I was fo 
charmed with ſeeing my old Cato in a manner 
boil'd in Medea's kettle, and metamorphoſed in- 
to the bloom of youth and beauty, that I was 
fomewhat a little like being in love with him. 
My father had, formerly, ſome acquaintance 
with the. parents of this young gentleman, and 
now paid their fon the civility of giving him a 
general invitation to our houſe, which was not 
_ a little pleaſing to me, and which he alſo very 
"readily accepted. From the, moment E in the. 
leaſt liked this young fellow, I ſuffered him, in 
my opinion, to participate with me in the poſ- 
feſſion of the virtues, and generouſly beſtowed ' 
on him ſome ſhare of all my favourites; even 
magnanimity ſelf: for as I looked upon my- 
ſelf as perfect miſtreſs of all the virtues, I im- 
parted them to others juſt in what degree I 
thought proper, and meaſured their deſert juſt as 
they were or were not agreeable to my fancy. 
As I wore no diſguiſe, it was not long before 
my young hero perceived my great liking. to 
him; but his imagination far outran my inten- 
tions. For as ſoon as he ſeriouſly endeavoured 
to prevail with me to marry him, he awakened _ 
all my appretienſions and alarmed my fears. Not 
from thoſe: common conſiderations, ſach as the 
care of a future family, or the ſtatiom of life he 
had throwm himſelf into, (for as Socrates fays,, _ 
rhat a wiſe man is a citizen of the world, ſo 5 
thought that a wiſe woman was equally at liber- 
ty to range through every ſtation or degree of 
VVV men, 
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: men, to fix. her choice where ever fie pleaſed ) 
but my fears were of a deeper kind, and ſtruck 
at matrimony itſelf. The loſs of liberty, which 
muſt attend being a wife, was of all things the 
moſt horrible to my imagination; and the ab- 
ſurdity of my loſing my liberty from my admi- 
ration of Cato, was too glaring to eſcape my 
obſervation. Yet, as I had little accuſtomed 
 _ myſelf to contradict even the moſt whimſical of 
my inclinations, I had ſome ſhort ſtruggle in 
my mind, whether I ſhould reſign my lover or 
my liberty; but this laſted not long. I found 
myſelf as free as air, and could not bear the 
thought of putting myſelf in any man's power 
for life, only from a preſent capricious incli- 
nation. I therefore gave my young gentleman 
an abſolute refuſal; and it was not long before 
he left the country with the reſt of his compa- 
'nions. I was not of a humour to pine for the 
abſent; I rejoiced I had eſcaped matrimony, and 
could even rally my ſelf for having ſuffered an in- 
clination for the young Cato to creep in on the 
back of my admiration of the old one. I im- 
mediately dethroned MAGNANIMITY, and pla- 
eed PRUDENCE in its ſtead; for I hugged mʒ- 
ſelf in the thought, that no inclination was able 
to put me off my guard, or to get the better of 
my forecaſt and prudence. ee. 
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r now an e befal n Ie to which £ 
| my own whims did not in the leaſt cont 12 
| bate; and which | that time ſo entirely enga- 
i ged all my attention, that the cares of t y _ 
I gitary kingdom 1 had erected in my own mind; . 
were force, for a ſeaſon: to yield to another 
5 object of my thoughts. My father had been 
5 long in a Weak ſtate of health, but now each, _ 
Aden, on him viſt ible marks of. his- ap- 
proaching diſſolution; and bal three months. | 
Was anke ati nis Pan 
all any life Temalfede 3 kgs Whole 
care, ve every thought, was bent on attend- 
ing my father, with the utmoſt aſi duity; my 
- Invention was continually on the ſearch for me- 
eo thods gh ſoften His pains and alleviate his ſuffer- 
. iyngs. o pleaſures: could Have bribed me to 
1490 6685 guilty of the leaſt neglect 1 in the per- 
formance of a ny in which 2 5 heart was ſo 
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entirely 10 el., For, 1 my kighef 
_ pleaſure was centered in my attendance on a 
Parent for whom I truly felt the moſt filial af 
„„ 
Ihe ſpeaking eyes of portia, at this moment, 
ſparkled with «lively: joy on Cylinda, and Una 
herſelf began to cheriſh ſome pleaſing hopes of 
her; the. Cay. alſo, at this time, choſe to be= 
ſtow their praiſes on the ſame object which 
Vna had honoured with her approbation; for 
tis one of their properties to exgſt to the ſkies. 
and to eſteem as the higheſt vigtue,. fome ſoxts 
of common duties. Filial affection happened 


0 be amongſt their catalogue, and, as if ſuch a 


tender behaviour was extremely. ſearce, and ex- 
traordinary in children towards their parents, 
they firſt gaped at the wonder, and then felt 
into their common method of praiſe, by throw-- 

forth all the language roperl "ada d, 19 
wee adulation. N ; Lg ka Mg Pf y 

N LINDA. When my Y, " Father w was no more,” 
1. gave an unbr idleq looſe to my affliction, and 
ſet no bounds to m immoderate ſorrow; to 
mourn, to bewail, and to lament myſelf, be- 
came the ſtrongeſt. bent of my ſoul. I was 
hureried through'a all the wild delyſ ions to which 
uncurbed aſſions can, lead; ; raging grief and, 
Wild deſpair were then in ſuch full Poſfeſſion, of 
my heart, that to Rog: them. Was e 
eſt of pleaſure. | EF : 

Now Portia's + ounteranice indicated! a com- : 
paſſionate, ſorrow, Una ſighed, and the high 
praiſes the GAY had ſounded forth of Cylinda 
Were ſuddenly a into t as high 
N 5 * £4 HS , Cenſures., 1 
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cenſures. For that there is a pleaſure in the {| 
indulgence of grief, when it is the principal {| 
bent of the mind, is a ſecret they wiſh to be, T 
concealed deep in the center of the earth; and 
they abhor the perſon who brings ſuch a truth W 
into open light, with as much inveteracy as a MK 
Felon feels towards his accomplice who betrays 1 
him to the magiſtrate, and gives him up as a 
guilty ſacrifice to the laws of his country, 
CYLINDA, Troved, in fancy, through every 
paſt ſcene of my life in which either my father's 
_ converſation: or his indulgence had given me 1 
pleaſure, by which means I contrived to preſerve -* 
continually in my thoughts the immenſe great- *% 
neſs of my loſs; by ſuch political management 
I at laſt raiſed ſuch, tumultuous ſtorms in my 
breaſt as, by experience I found, was much ea- 
ſier to raiſe than to allay; for ſorrow thus in 
dulged. bore me down. with a reſiſtleſs torrent, | 
and I was too weak to ſtop its courſe: my late 
admired virtues were now no longer the objects 
of my conſideration, PRUDENCE was forgot, 
FORTIT-U DE (the ill. being preſent- and the 
_ trumpet ſounding}. to battle) like a coward fled 
the field, and u AGNANIAIYr ſuddenly dwin- 
dled from its giant greatneſs into the diminuti e 
appearance of a dwarfiſn pigmy. All the beau- 
ties of nature, which at times I had admired 
with an enthuſiaſtic warmth, were vaniſhed, or 
transformed into wild diĩſorder and univerſal 
confuſion. My ſoul being darkened; tumultu- | 
_ ous and unruly, every outward object ſeemed 
to ſympathize with the deformity.. harboured _ 
Within my. own boſom. All my favourite au- 
thors, either ancient or modern, that were ac- - 
cuſtomed to fill my. mind with pleaſure,. from 
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Whom alſo I had often extracted ſuch ſatisfacto- 
ry conſolation for the loſs of my friends, whilſt 
that loſs was at a diſtance and uncertain; ceaſed, - 
now that lofs was preſent, to yield: me the leaſt 
glimmering ray of comfort. My thoughts 
dwelt too intenſely on my own forrow to leave 
room for the entrance of any other idea, and 
the moſt eloquent philoſophy might as well have 
been beſtowed on an inanitnate ftatue. My im- 

eee ſcaled heaven itſelf and dethroned the 
very gods; for whilſt 1 was, as I fancied, thus 
eruelly and unjuſtly aMiQed, I would by no = 
means ſuffer myſelf to believe chat any deity 5 
governed the world. 
Ihe fatigues of nightly watzkinoy, and the 
15 daily anxiety I laboured under during my fa- 
ther's illgeſs, joined to the unlimited grief that 
1 offered in my mind after his death, fo ſhook 
my conſtitution, that F once thought both my 
lifeiand Oo” would oon come to a final 
period. | . 
ae Gr now burt 110 8 load fit of con- ” 
. temptuous laughter, imagining that they had 
the happineſs to perceive a manifeſt abſurdity 
{ Cylinda? s ſaying that there was a pleaſure in 
grieving, whilſt ſhe confeſſed it had like to have 
produced fo fatal an effect; but as this abſurdi 
was too ſmall to be viſible to any eyes but thoſs 
of the Cn x, Cylinda Prpeseded; and left them 
0ð the full enjoyment of their fancyꝰd diſcovery. 
GYLIN DA. As ſoon as forrow began to flow 

; from, my eyes, my heart felt lighter, and the vi- 
olence with which J vented my* affliftion, did 
that for me which I did not endeavour; to do for 
myſelf: for 1 found that the fluces of grief are 
0b e * that 1 e with - 
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not my aſſiſtance. After every violent vent of 
forrow fomething like a little calm enſuedg 
during which intervals it was my cuſtom to raiſe 


up to myſelf ſome ſmall: comfort, by imagining 
that it was the peculiar delicacy, the great ſen- 
ſibility of my ſoul, that cauſed ſueh an unuſual 


degree of ſorrow for the loſs of a father: and 


as I imputed it to gratitude, and made filial af. 
fection its baſis, all the tender and ſofter ties 
of kindred and affection were, in my opinion, 


the moſt amĩable of all the human virtues.. 


But when the height of my ſorrow, by its 


violence, had "ſpent itſelf, it left me ſo ex- 


tremely weak, that my faculties had no power 
to exert themſelves: my imagination was in a 
manner ſubdued; and there was a ſort of va- 


4 
a ** 


cuum, or, to ſpeak more properly, an interreg- 


num in my mind, and both my bodily and 
mental appetite were ſo weak, that I loathed all 
kind of food, and was but barely in a ſtate ß 
exiſtenee: but when my grief was ſubſided, 1 
did not endeavour to keep up any appearance 


of forrow in order to impoſe on others; a 
practice I abhorr'd, and always avoided; for 


the opinion of others was never conſidered by 


me with any great anxiety.” The true motte 1 


8 
a 


deſerved was; that” | Tues 
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My mind to me a kingdom . 
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and fo abſolute a kingdom, that I could crow 
depoſe, pull down one monareh and ſet up m. 
other, at the word of command, without being! - | 


beholden to the aſſiſtance of ordinary human 
means; ſack as fleets, armies, ſtratagems, po- 
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out reſtraint” it naturally ſubſided; and warmed! 
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 licies, with a long train of et ceteras, neceſſary. 
to make any revolution in earthly kingdoms and. 
the fluctuating empires of this world, 


The Cav from the time they had made that. 


tranſition ſo agreeable to their natures, from ex- 


tolling Cylinda for her filiab affection, to abuſing, 


her for betraying. one of their ſecrets, had re- 
mained in profound ſilence, ſtill deeply con- 


templating whether Cylinda was to be deemed 


a friend; or to be marked as an enemy: her 
_ ragihg in grief, her beholding all nature in con- 


fuſion becauſe ſhe was afflicted, her dethroning. 


5 the gods on the fancy that ſhe met with injuſt- 


ice, with many other things ſhe had related, 


had met with their higheſt approbation: but 


then her betraying their ſecrets, her abhorrence 


: of the affectation of ſorrow. for the purpoſe of 


deceit, ſtaggered their purpoſes, and prevented. 
their coming. to any fixed reſolution. They 
weighed. all: ſides nicely in the balance, and. 


were in the perplexed ſituation. of the man in; 


the farce, who declares ** much may be ſaid, 
«© on both ſides the queſtion.” But Cylinda's, 


_ * laſt picture of having a kingdom at her com- 
mand, in which ſhe could perform the part of a 
deity, and crown or depoſe whomever ſhe. 
| pleaſed, raiſed ſo great a delight in the minds of 


the Cx r, that they, for the. moment, forgot. 
even her betraying one of their favourite ſecrets; 
were ready to embrace her; all roſe with emu- 


lation to clap their. hands, and ſtrove to make 


manifeſt every mark of approbation, till the 


FPhole place re- ecchoed their clamorous ap- 
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tion. The vixruzs like falſe friends had 


therefore to be no longer truſted. Beſides, the 
imagination can never be raiſed twice into an 
enthuſtaſtic warmth for the ſame mental object, 
any more than the outward eye can view with, 
the ſame deſire as at firſt ſight that beauty to 
which it is grown indifferent. The ſearch of a 
new adventure is as pleaſant to a mental knight 


errant as EA, could have been ta the officious. 
allantry: of Don Qpixot himſelf: and none, 
oftener than ſuch intellectual adventurers miſtake, 


large flocks of ſheep for advancing armies, or 


F $2 
N 


windmills for giants. I now endeavoured. to 
make myſelf more perfect in Greek, and eager- 


ly began reading Plato. From hence I ſoon be- 


came ſo enraptured with. the intellectual part of _ 
my own. compoſition, that all. outward things 
were e in the compariſon. I imme- 


of 


— 


'Y ſtrength. returning, and my paſſion of 
1 grief being ſubſided, a new employment 
now to be ſought for my reſtleſs imagina- 


ately placed all pleaſure in the contemplation, 
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of the dibine nature, and of the intellectual 
part of the human nature, Which; as far as it is 
immortal, muſt (according to Plato) partake of 
the divine. I could for hours to ether delight 
- myſelf with the thonglit, that it 5 5 for 
me to partake of divinity, Whilſt T had two 
purſuits in reading Plate, namely, the learning 
bis philoſophy, and getting more knowledge of 
the Greek language, I was very well pleaſed 
with my employment: but yet there were ſome 
things in the platonic doctrine that were not 
thoroughly to my ſatis faction; and I ſoon be- 
gan to languiſh for ſore new adventure. From 
platoniſm to abſolute ſtoiciſm was an eafy trahþ 
ſition. In many things indeed they perfect 


agreed; but where they differed, the latter was 


Mauch more agrecable to my humour. I have 
go 


7 
= 


-& 


) 


CY 
» 


phy. "Yet 


Uſt K Kept 
n, did not 
Kati 


— 


6799 


au me; ; 5 as I never did Frame erlebe 35 
I ran into the moſt extravagant and enthuſiaſtic 


arts of it. Becauſe” the government of my 
paſſions was neceſl 


body to have any ſations. 


The platonic doctrine admitted, thas tome 155 
things are better and ſome worſe, as that riches 
are better than poverty, eaſe than pain, S. 4 
virtuous man therefore ſurrounded with world- 
ly bleſſings they deemed more happy than a 
virtuous man loaded with misfortunes. This 
would not do for me; this was allowing a de- 
pendence upon ſenſe, and ſome things without 
me, whereas I would be entirely independent, y 
and my mind ſhould fit enthroned in its own _ 
world, The ſtoics held, that there was .no 


ura in any thing, no degrees of good or il. 


Some things indeed, they ſay, are good, ſome 
Il, and ſome indifferent : r aſſert 
to be x 00D, VICE AN EVIL, and all other 


things, as riches, poverty, eaſe, pain, Cc. axe 
according to their doctrine merely IN DIFTE R- 


ENT. They affirmed therefore, that a virtu- 

as à virtuous 
man off a rack; and how was I charmed witn 
the e greatneſs, of mind which: Poſſidonius poſ- 
feſſed, who in reading lectures with Pompey the 
Great, whilſt he lay racked with rheumatic pains, 

could in their moſt violent attack cry out, 1 
acknowledge, oh pain ! that thou art Om 


ous man upon a rack was as happy 


e bleſome, but no real evil!” 


I had now no outward object to mid me; - 


I had fortune ſafficient for all my deſires; for 1 
had no — e 1 Ka no w—_ 
1 youu! 


* 


I would have no paſ- 5 

ſions at all; and as mental pleaſures were ſup- 

pore to be the highs heſt, I would not allow ny | 
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OE nl A) ST. 
using to contradict me, and might, if a politi. 

cal regard to myſelf had not reſtrained me with- 

in the bounds of temperance, have revelled in 

all the delights of luxury: but I ſcorned to own 

ee.uen to myfelf, that I could receive any plea- 
iure from things which eee had pro- 

nounced to be purely indifferent; and often- 
times as I have been fitting. in an arbor at the 

dottom of my garden, from whence (as it was 
formed on the declivity of an hill) Thad a pro- 

| ſpect moſt agreeably variegated with woods, 

lawns, and the winding of a large river, whilſt 

J was breathing the ſweets of a calm ſummer's 

evening air, hearing the melody of various 
birds, reclined on a bed of the ſofteſt chame- 
miel, and covered with a canopy of roſes, jeſ- 
mine, and honeyſuckle, I uſed to cry out, 
Oh pain! I will never acknowledge thee to 
4 to be a real evil.“ Nor did L exult a little, 

that I had gone one ſtep farther than my philo- 

, fopher : for, as pain was abſent, I would not, 
as Poſſidonius did, even allow it to be trouble- 


— Hl 2 


+ A: bs , 2 „ W hap 
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nome: 1 „ 
As to the common people in my neighbour- 
hood, who were afflicted with ſiekneſs or any 
other misfortune, I did my utmoſt to relieve 
heir diſtreſs, and to alleviate their ſufferings: 
for I conſidered that they, poor creatures, had 
not learning enough to find out that pain was 
no evil; and therefore it could not be wondered 
at, that they ſhould: feel its, utmoſt foree. But 
with what contempt did I look down: on: thoſe 
of a higher education, who complained: of ill 
E health, loſſes, or diſappointments of any kind! 
Ho mean-ſpirited, and how much below the 
| _ dignity of their natures, did J eſteem ſuch. com- 
EEE er rr _ plaints 


91 Ci 0 8 
_ plaints! I could have told them that they hind: 
nothing to do but to turn ftoies, which, by 5 
kind 1 magic charm, would extract all the evil 1 
from human miſeries, and ſnew them that it was 
quite an indifferent thing whether they were in 
pain or at eaſe, Thus did J indulge myſelf in 
all the reſveries and higheſt enthuſiaſm of the _ 
ſtoical doctrines; for on a very ſmall found. 
tion I could build what ſuperſtructure beſt pleaſed _ 
my fancy, and give to every thought the turn 
- which my inclination judged proper for its pur 
poſe. But I was ſuddenly cured of this ſtoical 
phrenzy by a violent fever, which left me ſo ve- 
ry weak, that my imagination had no force to 
_ zante any mental pleaſures; my mind conſe- 
- quently was come to another 1 interregnum, and 
be 8 the e oP IN Fee 
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To Sober was the health MG my voy 


| few back with freſh vigour. Stoiciſm was de- 
poſed, and I was at a loſs for ſome new mo- 
narch which at my command ſhould be placed 
in its ſtead. Even in my moſt cobotianic ad- 


7 miration of the platonic philoſophy, I found 


from within very frequent contradictions to the 
of this contemplative life; for I was 


in truth pretty well ſtocked with ſocial inclina- 
tions, and my mind would often ſpontaneouſly: | 


wander in ſearch of the gratification of ſome 


affection. Yet the deſpotick power, with which 
I inveſted every monarch that was to preſide 
over my boſom, never ſuffered any notion in 


the leaſt contradictory to its abſolute govern- 
ment to be heard or attended to. But as in 

all ſtates the natural ſucceſſor of tyranny is a po- 
pular government; ſo did it happen in mine; 
and thoſe notions, which had been ſilenced whilſt 


Iu ee the reign of e now all at once 


eee 


reſtored, than all my mental heroiſm 


(93), 
calſedfach a dns: in my bolom with xcir dif. 
ferent opinions, that T unawares ſlid into adoube, 
of all things, and was unavoidably driven. into 
ae . Here alſo, i A ba my - . 


cuſtom, my imagination fled to the utmoſt ex- 
trayagance of the ſect which 1 embraced; and 1 


| 1 to that pray W who declared 1 — 


= OTST 


iſeavery rk. e was no 
, and I was not therefore 


certainty in "any tl 


to believe my eyes. But i in theſe ſort of freaks. - 


1 never wanted the care of m y friends, nor did 


Jever come by the leaſt a gg in indulge-,” 


ing my e. a for my walks were all 
in my own garden, where there was 


no r of een with ditches or recipices, 


or any Tort of bar to my free paſſage, . But. 
when I was far advanced in this doubting y- 


rem, eager to ſettle myſelf. in this unſett] ed. | 


hare of mind, and waverin ng of opinion, I flu. 
y'd the, dottrine of the ſceptics, as collected 
by Sextus Empiricus ; and found that the chief 
ground of ſcepticiſm 3 is, That to every reaſon 


“ there is an oppoſite reaſon equivalent,” In 


this mental pair of ſcales do. the ſceptics hold: 


themſelves ſuſpended and free, they lay,. from 


tis diſturbances which attend on deciſion, For 
ey tell you, that if you determine ſuch a thing 


de good, and ſuch a thing to be ill, then eve-. 


” by PSHE afterwards which Puts you in 


iP Pyrtho, the founder of that fa. 


ce 5 


— 


7 
of 


PI, 


P 
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abt walt give you a diſtucbatige}/ whereas fir. 
_ pence being their element, they are therein un- 
| diſturbed. SLE WAS RL FD BE" 190 , etc IE 
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drorded, chat it raifed a civil war amongſt rhe de. 


- mocracy which I had eſtabliſh'd in my boſom; 


one part being reſolute in the admiration of this 


- ſerenity, the other as obſtinately adhering to 


 — the abſurdity of it, and plainly perceiving that 
the'minds of theſe ſceptics are, literally, hung” 


up in caſtles öf their own buildin g in the air, 


like the philoſophers of Swift's flying iſland. 
When I perceived, therefore, that all their af. 
ſiduity was employed in Iaboriouſly endeavour- 
ing to demonſtrate. that there was no ſuch thing 
as a demonſtration, the ſtrange abſurdity ſet me 
into a violent fit of laughter, and thoroughly 
_ cured me of all my admiration. of ſcepticiſm. © © 
And now, indeed, I grew half weary of all. 
philoſophy, and began to wander after ſome 
Other purſuit; ſome outward object of entertain 
ment; and when the mind once wanders out of 
_ itſelf, and ſeeks foreign amuſement, it is very 
apt to imagine every thing it meets with an ob. 
je& fitted for its purpoſe. © But at preſent'T had 


very little opportunity to employ my own ima- 


ginations; for I met with a young gentleman. 
whoſe name was  Millamour; his perſon was 
genteel, his countenance pleaſing, he was well 
read in the claſſics, and altho? he had no great 
depth of underſtanding, yet his converſation was 
ſo ſprighitly and agreeable as, perfectly anſwered” 
to the idea I had formed of pleaſure. * On hear - 
ing me mention Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Se he 
ſaid he wondered I had not read Lucretius, 
Which he recommended in ſuch terms as raiſed 
;, 8 


Pg 
S 


But this was fo far from keeping me undi. 


11 my 1 224 U 3 moment my fancy was 
fred with the thoughts of any author, I could 
never reſt till I had gone through his works. 1 
was. extremely. charm'd with the fire of Lucre- 
tius's poetry, and my curioſity was further 
awakened to learn all that was poſſible to be 
known of that philoſophy, ſo great a part of 
which-is to be found in the above Latin poet. 
Nor was it long before I made myſelf acquaint- . 
ed with the doctrines of Epicurus, ſo as to be- 
come an abſolute Epicurean, This anſwered 
Millamour's purpoſe ; for on reflection ſince 1 
eaſily. perceived what his deſign was in making 
me read Lucretius: but it always was my cha- 
racteriſtic to purſue my own deſigns, without + 
giving myſelf any trouble about thoſe of others; 
for there iis no ſubſequent. advantage in this 
world, which could have paid me forunder taking 
the laborious taſk of cunningly prying into the 
plots of my companions. 
ployment, too much pleaſure in the enjoyment 
of my own mind, 
ful, o diſagreeable, and ſo uncertain a ſtudy. 
Whether i it might be deduced from the Tos 


. 


of Epicurus that there are no gods, or that the 


gods, wrapp'd up ſomewhere at a great diſtance 
1n their own indolence, trouble not. themſelves | 
about mortal affairs; it appear'd equally evident 


to me, that we had no need to trouble our heads 


about them. But with the utmoſt warmth. and 
zeal did I embrace the following Epicurean ca- 
nons. 


Firſt, 


ce pain join'd with it is to de embraced.” 


Secondly, c That all pain Which hath n no 5 


17 . is to be ng 3 


4 | „ 
# 5 1 


Thirdly, 


I had too much em- + 


to exchange it for ſo pain- 


15 That all an which 'bath no 0 
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TDhirdy, “ That all pain which prevents 2 

N 64 greater pain, or brings à greater P eaſure, is 
EEE 
Fiourthly, That all pleaſure which hinders 


c A greater pleaſure, or brings pain, is to be 


Then how delighted was I with this conclu- 
Fon, that pleaſure is to be ſought becauſe ?tis 
 _ pleaſure, and pain to be avoided becauſe tis 


Pain! 


All the virtues which I once fo much admi- 
red were, by the precepts of my new teachers, 


 _ fill to be retained; but, fo far from being lords 
nnd governors, they were to attend as abſolute 
. ſervants, and to be embraced only as they pro- 
moted the intereſt of their ſovereign lady PLE a- 
 _ $vrE, My own arp olicy. from my 


youth had led me often to wander into this way 
of thinking; but now it blazed forth with the 


_ dignity of a ſyſtem, it came with redoubled force 
and carry'd me off in triumph as its captive, 


ſtems led in chains gracing 
Millamour from the firſt of our acquaintance 


| hadtryed every method in his power to engage 
my inclinations, but delayed the declaring him 
ſelf my lover till he found that bis converſation, 


joined to my new ſtudy, had moulded me into 


a a thorough Epicurean; for then he did not doubt 
but my own diſpoſition (he being the only object 
of pleaſure preſent) would greatly contribute to 

| the facility of his conqueſt. TzMetrance © 


By temperance here, Cylinda means the philo- 


ſophic idea of that word, and not merely, as it is vul- 
garly underſtood, to mean only a reſtraint from ex- 
| ceſs in meat and drink, „ 


* 8 


(9p). FX 
1 1 ee . e | 
not deſign dias the reſtraint to any indulgenes 
has i; could give myſelf, parte vr > 1a . 
caſe ta thelbodys or remorſe to: ie ul. And, 
as.ta ViktR:confinedterobaffityy I laughtd at 
the-natrbw feminine expfgſſion; 
hi eee x'd-it in m 


* from the „ 


wagt ang too liberal; ” Jn nonGiged by.ſuch = _- 


ſlaviſh: rules; Had T conſidered As worthy. my. * 
regard: That univerſel moral virtue which; F, 
had ſon often adnained» didcnot-at all. forbid; my; 
accepting or: xeturdibg>Nillamanr” ee h 
for. as! he A= no/Woman's:laſband, I. was atis 
fiedothat-T Thon de none of my Fellow ere. 
tures any wrong;lidat aß my firſt. idea of moral 5 
virtue had pretended eee, Jet hac 
Sede in, 


I lately learnt, llt meth, i 23 0 
£6, Plas and-inp; docks gl 6 
„be dopfherwifg landable eiten ag it Sondueed 
5<tacthaturnd. 15+ ep rerun, 
and/abſtineaceof;Epicuhnstiimfelf I imputed to 
the veaknieſs phihisecpluntipba/andidzather | 
thetefore alfa m m took its name fro 
that.philofapbbr):1cheſe. toi make the:;chearful 
e guide e tog as - ſupa 
poſad that:the.ipreceþty,of this Ariſfippus. gave 1 
lome 1Gnall: ehight #91 byn-tatourite Horace 7 1 
himſelf. 2cBbusowgsdoled-into, an:ntrigue.with 
E Millam deb, Allr things without and within cor- 
oborating towards an yielding to his addreſſes, 
wuch more than any viplenee of my on affecti - 
Pons fat bim. Millamonr's igaod humour Was 
Van , „nchen mt blu 29d 15: mol | 
ow emo (101% lag es oH; Lo: obilngs won 

4 wann * 35 
8 Or. ia 125 


pie 
| 5 fog to eaietnnitihyowithont theating all they 


(98) 

equal ith #yovin; joy, mirth; * j 
therefore;'t were our eternal ente inment, 
which we mndufg'd to ſuch à height, that he of. 
ten after werds told me how exceſfively aſtoniſh- 
ed he was dt — — for; after 
ſonie months; heednfeſſed that he ved in fear. 
ful*expeRarion whew'all his'pleaſie would: be 
loſt, from wy turfiing-gloomy and fretful, when 
upbraiding 85 reproaches, and all their train of 
unavailing 18 Werds fac as villain, 'betrayer, ſe- 
qducer of iiy"virtaey r c would, like thunder, 
HER from my lp $7 noi could hey for a bon. 
ble time”; N the end 1 
Nin Pine alyg tand ven atiouſiy teaze- 
ing to Him y my Heſtres of tubing him into an 
Hülband. were eee /Millamour-! nothing 
uld be father from ras; heart, or 1 're- 
Fügnant te eng. 5 Melinati j tte ne: 
There Wii fuch-iThiric in dnn nes off Cy: 
: tae Sore manta words; and ſuch a joy 
ſeemed k de vverchll her. Feutures bn tlie 
fecital Gf this free liberrine partœf her life with 
Millamburg that Una f. cid opped her eyes 
the ground, and . Half inclined to 

185 fo mays gärrntion, — Portiĩa to 
hn! her ſtor9: bab ag ſhemwas un will. 


had to fay; fte chechd lor fin ntenon; and 
reſtra ined met C yHhade fichr procceding. 4 | 
PGO Portia looked alſo extremely diſappoint- 
ed; for herirraly Kind and benevolent heart had 
conceived wn 33 from [the manner in 
which Syln nd Ha deferibedithe unbridled ro- 
ings 1 her wild imagination, that! ſhe: herſelf 
now conſidered them as paſt errors, from whoſe 


" WINE was freed} * ME 


Wo 090% 
bolt obe pleaſing hopes, and doubted cores. 


faw handing before her a deplorable inſtance of 


the cleareſt parts, and the moſt lively a apprehen- 
fion, being led'by vanity and nene in. 
to the worſt of deluſions. 1 
Theſe were the thooghronotitch paſſed in the 
mind of both Una and Portia; yet they g 


no interruption to eee but luffered her to 
continue her ſtory. 


CYTIIX DA. But it was rem chat, is 


leading this life with Millamour, I preferved 
myſelf from being'talked of in the neighbours N 
hood, and my reputation was not in the leaſt 
ſullied. "Which convineed me that it is the va- 


nity of women, in making it appear to the 
words that they have an adinirer, which gene. 


rally betrays them; unleſs they happen to make 
choiee of a very Gly coxcomb red, For 


firſt a woman takes pains to make her lover 
particular with her in all companies, and then 
che will not ſuffer him to caſt his eyes upon any 


one beſides herſelf, without tormenting him, 


and taking away all his peace and uſual enjoy- 
ment in her eonverſation. When a woman 
her on behaviour hath thus made both herſelf 


and her lover remarkable, in all aſſemblies,” for 
their intimacy, and no matrimony enſues to 


give a new ſubject of difcourſe; the tattling 
world, baulked by this diſappointment, Will be 


revenged, and ſubſtitute by their gueſſes ano- 


ther diſcourſe not highly to the lady's honour, 

For it is not eaſy to make the world believe 

that the days of romance are ſo far returned, as 

for admirers to dangle after thelr adored miſtreſſ. | 

es only for the honour at laſt of kiſſing the hem 

of gle: garments, 2 Millamour often 1 
e at 
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4055 as he did not chuſe the reputation of a man 

of : intrigue, he had frequently been deterred 

from making his addreſſes to women he liked 

from ſeeing them poſſeſſed of ſo fooliſh a vani- 

ty, that it would be impoſſible for him to keep 
an amour with them a ſecret. 5 


Here the higheſt indignation 8 ſeized 
the Cx r againſt Millamour; and they pronoun- 


ced him the moſt i e nen coxcomb they had 
ever heard of. 


CYIIN DA. ts I was not aftuated by any 


of this kind of vanity, I indulged myſelf in my 


intercourſe with Millamour without being the 


ſubject of popular rumor; and, by a little pru- 
dence in our conduct, 'we cantrived. notto give 
the leaſt opportunity for ſcandal, - | 


The CRT were all confounded, a and 


puzzled, concerning the life which Cylinda had 


led- with Millamour; for on hearing that ſhe 


had no vanity to gratify in her love, they ſud- 
denly felt themſelves diſgraced and contamina- 
ted-by her preſence, like an audience at the 


theatre, with loud vociferation, they cry'd Off 


——Off-—till a ſudden rumor buzz'd amongſt 


them that ſhe' had ſtrictly preſerved; her reputa- 


tion (which was indeed the very eſſential of the 


virtue they admired) all their wrath was imme- 


: diately appeaſed, their clamor ſtopped, and by 
degrees they ſubſided into their former (eager 


and gaping attention. The babble. and uproar 
amongſt themſelves had been ſo. great that, Cy- 


linda could not hear one word of its . purport; 


but, having waited till they were. Blended: to be 


1 ſent, ſhe thus proceeded. - | 
- CyLinDa. Having lived in this manner with | 


| Millamour for half A n he was * to 
ae 


* yay 


0 T Cont hone SIRENS: So EE Cn 


death of his elder brother. Whilſt: Millamour 


for I was ignorant of what it was to make time 


I was nor averſe, but rather delighted with any 
and throw into action (if I may fo expreſs my- 
| ſelf) my now prevalent and all-conquering Epi- 
curean philoſophy, One of the chief pleaſures 
ſelf the friend, and not the maſter, of his nu- 


life ſo mueh in earneſt in every ſyſtem I had em- 


would ſome traces remain behind: nor were my 


TW nd — 


leave me, in order to look into an eſtate in Weſt-. 
moreland, which was juſt fallen to him by the 


was abſent I ſought other amuſements to enter- 
tain myſelf; for there was nothing I fo much 
ſcorned as making-my mind dependent, by anxi- 
ous ſolicitude for the preſence of another. M 
books and my own fancies of themſelves could 
very agreeably take up every part of the day; 


a burthen, unleſs when outward} intruſions. 
ſnatched me from all my favourite delights :/ yet 


outward: object on which I could exemplify, 


of the original followers of this doctrine was 
friendſhip, inſomuch that Epicurus called him. 
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merous ſcholars. Beſides, I had been all my 


_— 


braced, and ſo ſtrictly conformant (in imagina- 
tion at leaſt) to all its rules, that although, for 
ſome reaſon or ſome ſhadow of a reaſon, I 
had given it up, or exchanged it for another, yet 
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lord Shaftſbury's voluntary uncommanded vir= 
tues, in which number friendſhip held the fore- 
moſt rank, totally eradicated from my boſom: 
Naturally, too, I was endued with a friendly diſ- 
poſition: the deſire, therefore; of an intimate. 
friendſhip at this time warmed my imagination; 
and what gave my -preſent friendly inclination 
full frope was my freſh acquaintance with a 
widow lady, and her daughter, a girl of twelve 
. _ 2 3 | | ears 


(102) 


years a Ye tender years of nickte gd 


were no objection to my. beſtowing on her all 


my friendſhip; for I have known-few perſons 


who in the maturity of their age have been en- 
dued with half her penetrating underſtanding: 
joined to which ſhe had ſo chearful a vivacity in 
her manner of expreſſing herſelf, as rendered 
der the moſt delightful of companions. She 
| ſeemed equally pleaſed with the preference I 


- viſibly gave to her converſation, in compariſon 
With that of the whole neighbourhood. I en- 


Joyed a great deal of her company, and was 
_ doubly happy in hearing that the mother of my 


young Sappho (for ſo I termed her) liked that 


country ſo well as to intend ſettling thereabouts 


for the remainder of her life. I loved to com 


munieate knowledge, and to participate plea- 
ſure, and intended, therefore, to make a pupil 
of this my young friend, and to lead her, as I 
law the greatneſs of her capacity, through all 
my own av ane} philoſophy. i 

Portia, on this part of Cylinde's "Gooy's gaye 
à deep ſigh, and a tear ſtarted ſuddenly from 
her eye; whilſt Una ſhewed, by her counte- 


. nance, an anxious concern for the poor girl; 


| Jeſt her flexible and tender years ſhould be led 
aſtray and bewilder'd, in tuch a heap of 3 _magin- 
- ary knowledge. 

CrLINx DA. But 1 had not long anjoued this 
pleaſure, before my little friend informed me, 
that ſhe was the next morning to ſet out for 
London with her mother, and to return into 
that country no more. She parted from me 


with tears in her eyes, and begged my corre- 
ſpondence : I promiſed to comply with her re- 


N and in ee wrote her a long let. 


ter; 


+ Cpo8 VE 
ter; ; but receiving no anſwer. * 12 her 25 
$a ain. This ſecond letter alſo being fruitle 


was a little grieved at the loſs of my, delightf 3 1 


companion yet I concluded that the girl, bj 
the; lerity of youth and the ae on, of Lon- 
„ had turned her thoughts, for the preſent, 
into another channel; and doubted not, but the 
firſt fight of her 8 . for public amuſements 
being over, ſhe would renew my acquaintance. 
But whether the pleaſures of the gay and polite 
circle had ſuch charms as wholly to engage her 
mind, whether marriage or ſome other friend- 
ſhip attached her affections, or Whether ſhe was 
ſnatch' d away, by an early death. from me and 
all the world, is to this moment unknown to 
me; I can only, with regret, declare, that from 
that time I neyer e. of her more. Thus 
ended my. firſt, and laſt attachment, in which 
Friendſhip alone was concerned; for 1 never af- 
4erwards met with any woman half ſo Aagrocable 
to my fancy. 

- Myllamour ſoon. after. this retarneds. N . 
tho' his ſtay bad much exceeded the time he 
appointed, yet I never enquired: the cauſe, till 

he thought proper to tell it me, but received 
bim with ! my: uſual; lively good - humour; and 
when we met again the former thread ſeemed to 
doin, without-leaving the leaſt 1 where : 
it had been broken off. The force of  recipro- 
.cal good humour, where the mind is not fo 
Aiſealed as.to haue loſt all reliſh for true pleaſure, 
Is almoſt i 17 — edible; and ſuch was the effect it 
had on Millamour, that he was even FolFarons to 
| make me his wife 5 
I had nothing the leaſt profiigate i in my be- 
1 19 — the, e e 5 
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2 704 TY 
FER Had ſüffered me to follow every the 
leaſt idea of pleaſure, yet did-F never give my 
preſent lover any reaſon for jealouſy. He knew 


me, in one ſenſe, truly eonſtant to bim, and he 


failed not to pay himſelf the compliment to 
think, that, of all mankind, "hoſe but him 
ene But to confeſs a wrath Which was never 


diſcovered by Millamour, (for, from eaſmeſs of 


temper and vivacious goo d- humour, I Was all 
that a man could wiſh in a miſtreſs) I had not 


for him, nor imagined that I could have for any 
man breathing one grain of that kind of af- 


fection which enſlaves 'the inclinations; alarms 


the paſſions, and males) our happineſs depentl 
on the ſmiles or frowns of another; and the 


chief motives for my complying with my lo- 
ver's ſolicitations were found in my third Epicu- 


rean canon, namely; the conceding to an arti- 


cle not perfectiy agreeable, in order to avoid a 


much worbe ernte which asithe oppoſing . 


tinual importunity. 
Millamour's brother dying een, 
de became now poſſeſſed of a very large eſtate, 


le was the laſt of fix fons ; and on his marriage 


alone depended the continuance: of heirs to his 
family. He told me that he intended to marry, 
and declared, at the ſame time, that of all O- 
-mankind he would chuſe to ſpend his life. with 


me, if 1 would conſent to be his wife. But in 


this point Millamour could not ſtagger my reſo- 
lation. I grew maſculine in my thoughts,” and 
(in the words of Lothario ptr 15 the Nr : 


Penitent) 'T told him, 71 108 panes I po A 
. That 1 ou still Slates tg nat, x 
15 My ever gentle and my ffienld? 
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a 7 
© But for thoſe other names of wife and huſband): . 
they only meant ill- nature, cares, and quarrels; 


7 


and I wondered how it was poſſible for him to 
imagine, that, free and unbounded as was my 
ſcheme of life, I could ever think of binding 
myſelf in chains, and of parting for ever witn 
my darling liberty. When he found he could 
by no means prevail on me to conſent to mar- 
riage, he fairly told me, that he was refolved not 
to let his name and family ſink; and altho? it 
would be with the utmoſt force upon his incli-: 
nation, as I was ſincerely his choice, yet he 
muſt, if I would not be his for life, fly from 
my gompany for Crrt. ED 
It was, I confeſs, with ſome little difficulty 
on my ſide that I could bring myſelf to part with 
ſo: good-humoured, ſo agreeable a companion 
as Millamour. But as-1-cloſely' embraced that 
; canon of Epicurus which ſays “ that all plea- 
„ ſure which bringeth a greater pain is to be 
ce :ſhunned;” I aſſured Millamour, that, as much 
as I liked him, I would not be caught in the 
ſnares of matrimony, by my fears of loſing him. 
I. ſupported this my fixed reſolution by many 
arguments drawn from the nature of things: 
ſuch as, that reſtraint always excites an uneaſy 
deſire after freedom; and that our very conſine- 
ment to each other muſt naturally bring diſguſt. 
But Millamour was as fix*d in his reſolution as I: 
was in mine; and I found it more eligible to part 
\ with my lover than to bring on myſelf what I be - 
lieved would be certain miſery, Nay, it was 
aſtoniſhing to me, that all women of beauty and _ 
ſpirit, -and conſequently of power, did not keep 
up to this charming-ſcheme of independence, 
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ml (turning the 1 on #108 ſhould not con- 
ſider men as meer objects of their pleaſure, and 
not worth any ſerious conſideration. For in 
marriage there ſeemed to me only this alterna- 
tive, to live a commanded wife, which my ve- 
ry ſoul abhorred, or to live a neglected wife, 
the bare ſuppoſition of which I would have Part- 
| ed with the whole world to haye avoided. 
Ibe female part of the CRY, who look on 
men as their natural enemies, (and as ſuch would 
look on angels if ordain'd to be their maſters) 
and who, out of zeal for the S x, would hold 
out in an argument whether man was ſuperior 
to woman, or woman was ſuperior to man, 
even to the very extent of their breath, were 
greatly delighted with the picture Cylinda had 
drawn. of youth and _ ane a triumphing 
by independence over theſe their common ene: 
mies, whom they themſelves had never yet been 


able to annoy but by juggling arts and paltry. 


cunning. On her naming a neglected wife, 
with dread they each glanced their eyes from 
ane fide to the other, over their own perſons, 


5 _ by a conſcious bridle of the chin ſhewed 
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bew lite they. thought themſclves from their. 

2 charms in fear of ſuch a fate. But on 
5 65 nda's expreſſing her abhorrence of the ſtate 

of a commanded wife, they ſympathiſed with 
her with all their ſouls; and, ſtarting with ter- 
ror at the very idea, as if they had beheld a 
- — I cried out, 0 SOA ED Aa aura | 
MOST. BORRIBLE!!) 5 QA 19 Nin 
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agg} 231 x 11s 
e. „ een. wre, me , 


, 
* 
3 
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abandoned me (as be called it) to my own 


whims; ſett ld on, his, own paternal eſtate, and | 


heſe him aut hn order to continue bisname 
and family to 


46, bY 2 3 ; 
+ n 19 4 


had, in e vented ant ardent 5 
thirſt after, philoſo ay, by running through ſuch | 


a variety of princi iples and opinions; and even 


my admiration of the Epieurean ſyſtem , by have - 
ing, without reſtraint or ſtop, run its full career, 
Was Fame to its ultimate point; and the effects 
of it only remained: yet 1 muſt haue either 


ſome e ohject or or ſome inward pleaſure 


to follow. Being come therefore to a kind of : 


nonplus, as to the purſuit of mental adventures, 
I took a reſolution to leave my retirement, and; 


at leaſt for ſome time, to make. an experiment 
what pleaſures could meet with in the gay pare 


of gur great W 1. had a fortune ſuffi. 
cient; to bear the expence; and, therefore, no 


aomer.3 was the reſolut tion taken than it was ext 


pe ; | 5 7 ey 70 "ke 1 N D A. 25 Tf a 2 15 
F ILLAM OUR ſeeing me. St; „ 5 
235 in my reſolution againſt matrimony, 
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F \ (aG 1 
Sed for, as I hated all OR mr nothin 
was ſo contrary to my humour as a long dell. 
beration. I had a relation who Tived 1 in what 
is called the circle of high life, and who had 
frequently, by letter, ſollleited mg not to waſte 
my time and youth | in yPoxING in the country, 
and PORING over muſty books, ſuch w ay ere her 
expreſſions) but to come ko Lond ſee 5 
world, which would give me, ſhe ald. A true 
taſte of pleaſure, 5 a reliſh of life. As 2 
as arrived in town, I took a g 89 0 cel lodgi 
one of the little ſtreets near m oufic se 
Which was in Fr as and ee | 
on her to introduce mei olite company. 
And I was determined (at ab] for one winter 
to examine the utmoſt of the whole found of 
diverſions, Which are fo enchanting to numbers 
of the human race, „that they i; ſpend their whole 
lives in the purfuit of them. But 1 had Hot been 
. in this Say feng befoje: HIPs the 27. 


„ „% 1-0 


8980 | play at 42105 ! {Et me hood 
_ paſſport into company , than was peſter'd with 
_ drums, touts: hurricarles, e and could not Si. 
Joy one' moment's Peace: e "found my"Wderty 
quite gone; for I Was always Ef aer fr 75 — 
like n atrimony- in cknefs ö 5 WAG 
| "obliged to attend every ſümmdis; othierwiſe 1 
Was peſter'd with viflts nc meſſages to now 
- whether I was dead oerl Alive; and if 1 Was 
catch'd out 6f ui beg ac able e ſpeak, away 
was I dragg'd, in order to make up party, Ake 8 
a victim to a kerifick. As mothing was'mvie il 
hateful to me than ro reſiſt Tolliettarion , it was 8 
| 352 25 ſeldom chat I * exenſemoyfel „ 
1 ut a 


or in recollecting ſome images which they had 


GWG o ·( o . e ee 


” Kt 


refuſe my attendance where it was deſired, 1 


but if ever 1 did muſter up reſolution enough to 


always found that ſhy looks, and polite reproach« 


es, Were the certain conſequence :of this ſmall 


ecxertion of my liberty of choice: ſo that I was 
an abſolute flave, and 5 by the help of 4 few m a- 


gie words placed on à card, was bound in 


chains; or, like Don Quixot, was under the in- 
fluence of inchantment: nay, what was worſe, 


this enchantment had no end; for by ſtrings of 


thele cards, properly called chains, I was ſome? 
times bound for three weeks or a month for- 


card; chen would come other invitations, o-. 
ther claims of a promiſe given of being at ſuch 


a rout, ſuch a drum, &c. whenever I ſhould be 
called on for that purpoſe, that, unleſs I could 
been at ſeveral places at once, L was thrown in- 


to as hateful 4 perplexity to contrive in what 


manner, without: giving offence, to anſwer all 
theſe” appointments as if I had undertaken the 


management of a ſtate. The public entertain- 
ment of plays or operas ſeldom made a link in 


the chains by which I was bound; for the cirele 
chat 1 had been unfortunately eonjured into 
locked om cards, and cards only, to be the ne- 
ceſſary emp ployment of life. 1 had not been 


long in town before it began to be buzz d about, 


that I was à woman of deep underſtanding, and 


a great deal of wit: but an inſupportabie tax 


was I forced to pay for this honour. I imme - 
diately became à mark for every pretender 10 
wit, to ſhoot away that burthen, his time, upon? 


{ 
and by theſe means my mornings;/'the' fea 


books, | 


left 


Mao): _ 


eee MBs 
away from me, and my time vas moſt barba- 


rouſiy murdered. Thus vas L chrom inte al- 
moſt the ſame condition as if I had heen guilty 


of intemperance in wine; fer hy, never having 
a moment's leiſure for reflection, my ſenſes 
were all in a buſtie, my brains were in a perpe- 
tual - hurry and confuſſon; nor was I very far 


from being reduced to the ſame ſtate with th 


e poor old woman, who lived till he had o total . 
ly loſt her mæmory, that ſhe uſed to aſe her 
N ; hbours, % Pray Who am :T; and What ig 5 


46 my name "(af for me had per fectly forgot the 
very laſt thing which the human mind is apt to 


forget, even herſelf. 


' 
— 


S 2210 | 
| „J 8 CUTS SLOT 3 
Portia could not help ſmiling with pleaſure at 


the bvelineſs of Cylinda's obſervations, and the 


juſtneſs of ſome; of her ſentimepts: Mhilſt: U. 
nas boſom heaved With 40 rue Ht fiph, to 
think chat any living creature, who ſeemed: fo. 
thoroughly to know the value of time, thonldy 
all her life hitherto, have made ſo wrong aue 


. 
21 , 


- 


al ſo ineſtimable a bleſſing. /,, 
-'Gix LIx pA. Iheſe triflers, theſe; time 


me an opportunity of ſpeaking: a word, (had L 


had exer fo great an inclingtien far telling) al. 
ways went away in high. praiſes of My great 5 
ſenſe and underſtanding, and declared that they 
never were ſo well entertaineg in their lives. : 
And thus, becauſe it was imagined that I poſſeſſ. 


edaſeme underſtanding, I was doomed to be 

perſecuted wich nenſenſe without end! Beſid 
had I not quietly ſubmitted to this ſetvitude, the 

rage of thoſe perſons who! think themſebves 


Aa 4 1 
1 * 


lighted 


; Heal 
ers, who, although they viſited me becauſe I 
had attained the reputation of a. wit, never gave 


e 


lighted 1 knew was inexorable; and good man- 
ners forced me to keep my thoughts from wan- 
dering, whilſt under the oppreſſion of their trifle. | 


ing impertinences otherwiſe they would. have 
imagined that I treated them with apparent 


neglect. There is not a leaf of a tree, Or a 


flower of the field, from which. I could not 


produce more matter for contemplation, than 


from the very brighteſt of ſuch converſations as 
1] was now accuſtomed to; which conſiſted 


chiefly of ſtupid matters of fact which concern- 


ed neither me nor the relaters, and ſeemed ut- 
tered only from an immoderate delight of talk- 


ing, and a total barrenneſs of imagination. I 


never eſcaped from theſe ſort of ſcenes, but L 


Was in amazement by what enchantment I came 


thither; and the continual repetition- of them 
were daily ſo tireſome and fatiguing, that I con- 
ſtantly retired to my repoſe more weary than if 
I had undergone a hard'day's labour, All that 

I could do to get rid of this troubleſome life 


Was, like lady Loverule in the farce, to fly 
from it: and if this was ſeeing the world, it_ 
might be made for Czſar or whoever choſe it, 


for I would none on't. | 


The Cxy were, for the moſt part of them, | 


exceſlively delighted with Cylinda's deſcription 


of the extreme triflingneſs of what ſhe called 

high life; for to laugh at their ſuperiors in rank 
and faſhion was always the higheſt pleaſure f 

But Una, thinking that Cylinda's 


the CRY. 


_ repreſentation of the polite circle was too much 
in the ſpirit of general ſatire, (to which ſhe had 
an utter abhorrence) check'd her by a frown. 
 ——Cylinda modeſtly owned the juſtice of the 

5 1 55 | reproof, 
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 Feproof, confeſſeſſed that her vivacity dad car- 
_ ried her into that unfair practice of condemning 
a whole claſs, although ſhe was conſcious there 
were amongſt them ſeveral exceptions to the ge- 
neral picture ſhe had drawn: and Una then 
with a [mile permitted her to proceed with her 
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SCENE vin. 


Je ae, un " manfre : mais j * dire beur- 
tant. Je trouve par ld en Pluſieurs 2 plus 
& arreſt et de regle en mes mæurs qu' en mon 
opinion : et ma concup! iſeence moins deſtauchie. gue 


= ma RIPE a 


„ Ne nraiens. 


1 Poris. CTIIX pA. Una. The Car. | 


LINDA. 


| 1* WA 8 2 now preparing with che utmoſt 1 


dition to return to my rural pleaſures, when 
my deſign was retarded by my accidentally 
meeting in a viſit with a middle-aged gentleman 
named Nicanor, who on this our firſt interview 
was fo pleafed with my converſation, that he 
earneſtly deſired to pay me a viſit, and to cul- 
tivate my acquaintance 3 which, in the moſt - 


polite terms, and without the leaſt fulſome flak - 
tery, he aſſured me would be to him the higheſt 


pleaſure. 
On the mention if N name, Portia 
could ſcarcely refrain from ſhewing a violent 


emotion, © as: ſhe had reafon to believe that ſhe 
now ſaw ſtanding before her eyes the lady who, 


ſhe. had heard, was the ruin of Nicanor, and by 
that means of his whole family. _ n er- 
ers 


/ 


tf f Pr 
ers of that ſtory (for ſhe had never heard it 
mentioned by Cordelia) had, not through com- 
paſſion to Nicanor, but a love of blackening 
characters, added ſuch dark aſperſions on. the 
lady, and had repreſented her in ſuch a deform. 
ed profligate light, that Pontia on that reflexion 
Was yet in ſome doubt whether the agreeable, 
the ſprightly Cylinda could be the monſter ſhe 
had heard of. She therefore a little ſuſpended 
her judgment, and ſuffered Cylinda, without any 
_ Interruption, to proceed in the following 
_ _CrrinDda. As I have no reſerve an m. 
per, and am not therefore hard of acceſs, Nica- 
nor's converſation and mine was ſoon with all 
the freedom of old acquaintance. His compa- 
ny and diſcourſe was perfectly delightful to me, e. 
as being the moſt agreeable relaxation poſſible Vi 
to my mind, after the fatigues of cards and MW f 
idleneſs that I had undergone. © I found my old BW hi 


- 


love of philoſophizing ſtrongly return, when I. 
Nicanor began to lead me through a new field m 
of knowledge. For he had travelled nat only m. 
quite through Europe, and ancient Greece; but pl: 
Anto Egypt alſo, and his deſcriptions were all ſo 
lively, that my imagination was: warmed, and 
bore me on the wings of fancy to theſe acade- 
demic ſhades where Plato taught his divine phi- 
loſophy, and where my prefent maſter Epicurus 
enjoyed the company of his friends and ſcho- 
lars. In reading the writings of thoſe ancient 
ſages, I had looked up to them as ſeated in the 
clouds, and at a vaſt diſtande; but in, choſe lo- 
cal accounts, where they walked, where they 
held their diſcourſes, and did as other mortals 
do, Lin a manner confined them within . 
„ N oun 


„ —: 

Nicanor was ſo agreeable, furniſhed me with 
ſo. many new ideas, and was ſo ſubſtantial a con- 
traſt; to the weariſome nothingneſs I had for a 
whole winter laboured through, that my only 
pleaſure was in his company. As he had his 
reaſons for not quitting London, I without he- 


ſitation entirely put off my deſign of going into 
the country: but having given out that leaving 


town was my poſitive determination, I had al- 
ready, by that means, dropped moſt of my 
_ rout and drum- acquaintance, and I ſtole. from 
the reſt; taking a lodging in another part of the 
1 a „ 


But now a new perplexity aroſe : for Nicanor 


expreſſed ſuch a real paſſion for me, and fo ear- 
veſtly preſſed me to marriage, that ſeveral po- 
ſitive denials could not for ſome time prevent 
his repeated ardent ſolicitations on that head. 
I was reſolved that I would not for the enjoy- 
ment of his company pay ſuch a tax as matri- 
mony, and was - ty 


terms, I at laſt ſolemnly declared to Nicanor, 
that if de would continue my acquaintance, it 
muſt be on the condition of never again men- 
tioning ſo diſagreeable 2 ſubje& as marriage, He 
with ſome difficulty, and expreſſing by 


countenance no ſmall aſtoniſhment at meeting 


> *& S 


, 


with a woman of ſo uncommon- a diſpoſition, 


ſubmitted to the conditions; and I lived in an 
agreeable friendſhip with him for five years. 


But as I would on no account pollute the ears 


of Una with a falſhood, or endeavour to palli- 


ate any part of my conduct, I muſt confeſs that 
| OS Nie 


ol 


bent rather to loſe any 
pleaſure whatever, than ſubmit to ſuch hateful 
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5 (316) 
Nicanor was too warm in his paſſions, to ſuffer | 
me long to continue a mere platonie friendſhip, 
I was not of a humour (except in that one point 
of matrimony, againſt which I bent the whole 
force of my reſolution) to reſiſt continual im- 
portunity. Nicanor, by the new field of know- 
ledge he had led me into, by the introducing me, 
as I may call it, into the perſonal acquaintance 
of all my favourite authors, gave me ſuch de- 
light, that to part with him (as I had beſides no 
other ſort of attachment) appeared to me by 
no means eligible: yet with the utmoſt truth 
can I ſolemnly declare, that the blameable part 
of the manner in which I lived with him was 
owing to the uncontroulable warmth of his 
paſſions, and not of mine: for could I have 
had my choice, it would have been to have con- 
ſidered him purely as my friend and compa- 
I continued in my own lodgings which I had 
laſt taken (except ſometimes going for a month 
or two into eountry lodgings in the ſummer) 
for the whole five years of our acquaintance; 
and Nicanor was almoſt my conftant gueſt. 
This part of Cylinda's account ſo. exactly 
agreed to Nicanor, the father of Ferdinand and 
Cordelia, that Portia could not help (with ſome 
apology for her interruption) aſking: Cylinda ou 
whether the gentleman ſhe was mentioning was 
| batchelor or a widower, and whether he had the 
oo 8 
- "EyrinDa. After I parted with Nicanor, I * 
was told that he had ſons and daughters, men and rar 
women grown; but whilſt I lived with him, 1 rie 
had not the leaſt knowledge of any of his con- th; 
nexions. That he was-unmarried-I knew, 5 N 
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1 (4117 „ 
his repeated offers to make me his wife; but he 
had ſuch a peculiar reſerve of temper on the 
,oint of his own ſitmation, or what might be 
called family; affairs, that if I eyer chanced to 
aſk him the moſt trifling queſtion of that 
kind, it would put him thorqughly out of hu- 


mour, and he would be gloomy, and uncom.. 
fortably for a whole day together. His good 


2 281 
humour was fo agreable and entertaining, that I 
thought it very little worth my while to loſe it 
only for a curioſity which did not concem me ;, 
and ſo far Was I. from enquiring of others any. 
thing concerning him, that I never ,whilſt 1 
lived with him would ſuffer the leaſt, goſſ ing 


diſcourſe to me from any; perſon on that ſubſe I 
I had the higheſt reaſon from his behaviour in 
one reſpect, to believe him poſſeſſed of an af- 
| fluent fortune (although I have ſince alſo heard, 
how true I know not, that in that circumſtance 
r i L was miſtaken) for money always ſeemed to 
come in ſuch abundance from him, as if he had 
ö an inexhauſtible fund. As I was not merce- 
ö nary, and had really an eaſy fortune of my own, 
lat firſt endeavoured to put a ſtop. to his vaſt 
profuſion, of expence: but in this point alſo, if 
I croſſed his humour, he grew ſullen, and I 


= 


f 

e | therefore let him ga on in his own way, with- 
a cout any contradiction. Nicanor was in practice 
18 an Epicurean, or rather what is truly called in 
id 
I 
ad 
1 


the vulgar acceptation of the word, an exceſ- 

. five great Epicure. . He took the higheſt delight 
in gratifying, his. palate with the moſt luxurious 
rarities for the table, and the moſt coſtly and 
rich wines: and 


as it is very natural to think 
ain de by us them 


reed me partlj 


: that you highl 
n- mar YOU USSH, l . 
{ delight in, he fore 
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| BY. 
agliuſt my inclination to double all his expences | 
in thoſe articles. Although the vanity of dreſs - 
was' entirely beneath my tlionghts, yet was 1 
_ Fotgeto ſubmit to being arraysd in the richeſt 
ifs, and Toaded' with'the moſt coſtly orna- 
ments, th Keep Nickrior from being ove of hu⸗ 


mur, as he Would certainly have been, had I 
refuſed His preſents, As there appeared not any 
_ other ſigns of madnefs in Nicanor, I could not 
Believe that he was ſo farbefide his ſenſes, as to 
throw away money on ſaperfiaities, which he, 
or any that belonged to him, could want for 
neceſfaties; I therefore, without rembnſtrance 


T 


br enquiry, conformed to his humour; ſmiled to 

ſee him indulge his 'whims, and added all the 
reliſh in my power to his little elegant feaſts, by 
tze ſpritelineſs and chearfulnefs of my conyer- 
fation. Nicanor put me extremely in mind of 
Mark Antony. I doubt n6t, if he could Have 
purchaſed it for me, hut I might have ſwallow- 

d a pearl of the value of three kingdoms. 
But no an accident happened, which had not 
a very pleaſing aſpect: for my agent, with 
whom was entruſted my whole fortune, broke, 
and ran away, very much in debt; but, as it 
Was reported, very well ſtocked with the mo- 
ney of all thoſe who had been ſo unlueky, as 
from his fair character to truſt him with their 
fortunes. As T hated all buſmeſs where money 
was concerned, I had truſted this man for ſome 
Fears to buy and fell, and manage my affairs, 


About two years before, he had informed me, 
that there was an exceeding good eſtate which 
be had found out, which would come very 

cheap, but wanted a — ber 


"ET GP 1 


\% on, Far Cali. On ĩͤ to. Sons 


— 2 % 


ä 


all my effects for the purchaſe 3 but that it was 
very eaſy for me to take up that money upon 


bond, or, if I lixed it better, upon a mortgage 
on tlie very eſtate. He reckonedꝭ up alſo: mam 


other ways of joint · ſecurity, inſuring my; life, 


the lord knows What; But to get rid of the 
ſoon brought me a bond for a- thouſand pound, 


which I ſigned: and to confeſs the real truth, 
ſo great was my indolenee; that Enever enquired 


afterwards whether thepurchaſe had been ade, 
or t e bond diſcharge d, but was contented wiel 


; 4 [1 
©, 9 N 
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of his regard but pecuniary: views, roſe up; 


ſprend wide his hand, ſtroked his chin, hummed 


thrice with great: importance, and very ſenten- 
tiouſly and lacohically- brought forth theſe 
words, Imprudence is the moſt imprudent 
< thing in the world. He then retired with a 


ſtately pace back to his ſeat, as if he had given 


birth to ſome mighty great diſcovery. Cylinda 


ſuppreſſed her laughter at ſueh a piece of formal 


nothingneſs, and thus proceed en. 
,\GCY,LIN DA. But it was not long before I 


found that my agent had not only run off with 
all my effects in his hands, but had left me this 


thouſand pound in debt. For together with 
the aceount of his flight, I received a letter 


from a young lawyer, to ſay, that if the thou- 


ſand pound bond which I owed to Mr. Gripley 


„„ 209 Oe. 
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was not immediataly paid, he had orders to put 


18 the 


diſcourſe, I bid: him take his on method. He 


uſual. : 12 ti kik Ge OITL9S 1p 1155 . Nerf 2 
On Cylinda's both declaring; and proving by 
her actions, her hatred of all mercenary tranſ- 
actions, an orator amongſt the CR Y, who! had 
never in his life conſidered any ting as worthy 
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| begged he would not be ſe cd 


s, 
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the ſame in ſuit. The ſudden change from 


thinking myſelf in ſuch eaſy-circumſtances as to 


de in a manner excuſed from all thought on that 
| head, to the being a' thouſand pound in debt, 


and chreatened with a priſon, could not but 


* 
* 


ſtrike a liitle thoughfulneſs into my countenance, 
on the receipt of two ſuch letters; which Nicanor 
perceiving, earneſtly entreated me to tell him 
_ - what could thus affect me. I had hitherto never 
ſiaid any thing to Nicanor of my eircumſtances; 
but it was very eaſy for him to perceive, that 1 


the largeſt part of our joint expences, more 


from the deſire of gratifying him in the bent 
of his humour, than from the leaſt need of any 


additional ſupport. ' But as I feared: the deny- 


ing his requeſt of knowing the purport of my 


two letters might look like a reſerve, which 1 
had never yet practiſed, chrowing the ſudden 
concern off my brow, I with a ſmile gave him 
both the letter, which informed ms of the 


the lawyer, threatening me with an arr eſt,” Ni. 
canor appeared perfectly thunderſtruck. He 


fixt his eyes upon the ground, as in deep thought; 
then aſked me if my agent Was run away with 
my All. I anſwered it was certainly ſo, but I 


* 


what I looked upon as a ere 


ls 4 y = 
SEE IE t,t 


my mind. 


se 6s OT a 
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ere the orator was again coming forward to 
make another harangue; but Cytinda; before 
Hhe' could finiſh his formal preparations, ſol as to 
begin his ſpeech, went on With her narration. 


ly con ? | . dat 
| a ere trifle. For any. 
real anxiety about money, and ſuch kind of 
outward circumſtances, could not long dwell in 


74 1215 
GvIIx ode The behaviour of Nicanor per- 5 
fectly aſtoniſhed me; for I thought I read in 
his countenance more of anger than concern; 
yet with the moſt ſeeming anxious affection he 
cried out, I cannot live an hour with the 
thought that my Cylinda ſhould again be liable 
« to the inſults of the law; I will this minute, 
« fetch you the money to diſcharge the bond.“ 
L begged him not to give himſelf any ſuch trou- | 
ble, for perhaps I ſhould for ſome time hear no 7 
more of the matter; or ſome days hence would | 
be time enough. I uſed alſo every method in 
my power to raiſe ſome chearfulneſs in his 
mind, and to turn the diſcourſe on ſprightly 
i ſubjects; but all in vain, for in leſs than. an Z 
hour he left me, and declared he would ſee my | 
face no more till he returned with, the money. 
Nicanor was ſcarcely gone before I. received, 
Ja viſt from a widow named Artemeſia, who. 
| had always appeared much pleaſed with my 
N company, and was continually obliging me with 
every little mark of civility in her power. Theſe 
| marks of her kindneſs; and her importunities 
(if I may ſo expreſs. myſelf). for my converſa- 
tion, engaged me in a much greater intimacy 
8 with her, than I ſhould naturally have been led 
| I into by my own inclinations : nothing being ſo 
N much the reverſe to each other, as her diſpoſi- 
don and mine; for ſhe delighted in buſineſs and 
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buſtle, as much as I abhorred them, _ 

The thoughtfulneſs which my letters firſt 
cauſed, and which was more increaſed by Nh 
canor's odd behaviour, was ſtill fo viſible in my 
countenance, and was indeed ſo unuſual, that it 
preſently caught the eyes of Artemeſia; and ſhe 
begged me to tell her what could poſlibly have 
55 Vo BY II. EE G caſt 
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cCeaſt ſuch a cloud over a brow, which had hitherto 
appeared to poſſeſs perpetual ſerenity, 


erous lamentations over their misfortunes, in 
hopes to raiſe pity and compaſſion, and which 
generally produces nothing but ſcorn and inſult, 
Was the laſt thing that I ſhould have praQtiſed.' 


friendly woman, and was rather fond of the 


be of ſervice to me, I told her the whole ſtory, 
and what ſecurities I had for my money, ſhould 
my agent ever be forthcoming. She told me 
that ſne had before heard of the going off of that 


_  cerns with him. She knew ſeveral people, ſhe 
ſiaid, that had ſent ſpies out after him, and it 
Vas not doubted but in time he would be taken, 
and I might then retrieve my whole fortune. 
But as I had told her alſo (for I was not 
open by halves) of the threatening letter from 
the lawyer, ſhe begged and entreated me, in 
order to avoid the danger of an arreſt, to go 
with her into Yorkſhire, where ſhe had a houſe 
in an exceeding pleaſant ſituation, and to which 
place ſhe was ſetting out as the next week. I 
| heartily thanked her for her offer, but aſſured 
her there was no occaſion for my leaving Lon- 
don on that account; for I had a friend who 
had juſt left me, and had promiſed to bring me 
the money to diſcharge that debt; nor did 1 
ſcruple to tell her who the perſon was, that was 
gone on that errand. Artemiſia had ſometimes 
met Nicanor at my lodgings, and had heard me 
ſpeak of him as my very particular friend, ay 


The way that moſt people take of proclaim... 
ing their own diftreſs of cireumſtances by vo- 
ci 


But as Artemeſia was really a good - natured 


management of difficulties, thinking ſhe might 


gentleman, but did not know I had any con- 


. „ 2 


= 0 | 
bad not, I. believe, 22 leaſt. ſubicion o of ou 
having, any. farther intimacy: for to do her ju 


— 


24 


tice, although ſhe loved ſtirring and buſtlin; in 
other peoples affairs, in order to do ating 0 


vice, yet no woman Was leſs meddling in cu- 


rious title - tattle; and from a Fe ene 5 love 


every body, 
ſhe never 8 after private ſcandal. On 


of believing the beſt ſhe coul 
my fying N Nicanor was [els to fetch the mo- 


ney, .the hook her head, and faid, I ne yy little 
of the world, d, to, believe that a friend would 


part with a thouſand pound in ſuch a manner; 
and I might truſt to . knowledge and expe⸗ 


rience, when: ſhe aſſured me, that I ſhould find 


an excuſe; arriye inſtead of the. money, 1 ſhould 
never hear o Nicanor any more. 
Before Artemiſia left me, I receired a note 


from Ni ea to fay, that a little accident had | 


happened to prevent his return ſo ſoon as he in- 


tended; but before, the evening was over, he 
would certainly bring me the money. I read 
this note to my friend, which, inſtead of con- 
1 vincing her of my having reaſon to depend on 


Nicanor's. friendſhip, made her more urgent 
with me immediate 7 to quit my houſe and. go 
to hers, till ſhe ſet out for Yorkſhire ; but ſee- 
ing me poſitively bent on refuſing her offer, and 


waiting for Nicanor, ſhe took her leave of me 


for the preſent, but kindly ſaid that ſhe would 


call on me on the morrow evening, to know 
my final reſolution about accepting her invi- 
: ne | 


1. C 111 E 4 

I had very little notion of the poſſibility of 
Nie N diſappointing me, and inwardly ſmi- 
led at Artemiſia's ſuſpicions ; but it growing ve: 


| 'y V late, and! N F of Nicanor, 1 can. Urs 
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The r man gael back, 15 to] Age n uh Len. 
tleman 18 had ſent to was an 6dd fort of 'a man, 
and was" both, abroad and at ene at the fame 
time: 707 ne perſoſl that he ſpoke to told Him 
the gala was abed, and did not love to be 
diſturbed ſo early in the morning; and that an- 
other maid ſervant, calling this man a fool, ſaid 
that the gentleman was gone out of town. ns 
"the | porter appeared drunk, I took my note out 
*6f Vis! hand, and did nor much mind What he 
ſaid; but at nbon, when I heard' no hews of 
Nicahor, having no longer patience, I ſent my 
own maid ſervant with 8 letter to His houle, 
charging her, if poſſible; to deliver it into his 
Own hands; or if ſhe could not obtain the fa- 
vour of ſpeaking to him, to make every en- 
quiry poſſible to know what was be come of him. 
But what was my amazement, when my ſervant 
returned and ga\ e me back my letter! for ſhe 
did not leave it, ſhe ſaid, as Nicanor's ſervant 
told her, that her maſter went out of town the 
| night before, without ſaying to What place he 
was gone; and had left word that the time of 
his return was perfectly uncertain. When I re- 
Hected on Nicanor's very odd behaviour on my 
telling him of the loſs of my fortune (for very 
ſtrange was it to me, that a man gf his apparent 
affluent circumſtances ſhould n t. ay what I 
thought would be ſo natural on that occaſion : 
and that his want of money could not be the 
Les I Judged, * his readineſs” at ow? i 
etc 


wry, >» J 75 
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attention to her frie 


+ 
# 
Py — 
. 
ö . 
= 
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J conſidered the equivocal anſwer which I re- 


* 


ceived in the morning, and which I imputed. to 
the blundering ignorance of the meſſenger, with 
the account of bis abruptly leaving London, 
which I had juſt heard from my own maid; 1 


could, not withſtand ſo many-concurring evi- 


dences of a truth, which ſtartled me not a lit- 


tle; namely, that Nicanor, on hearing of my 
that. he had artfully made thar ſhew of genero- 
fity, Ns to fetch me the money, .in or- 


| Joſs of fortune, was determined to leave me; 


der for a fair, pretence for going from me; and 
that he had cruelly abandoned me in my di- 


ſtreſs. I began to think that Artemiſia really 
knew much more of mankind than I did, and 


that it really might require more friendſhip than 


any man ever yet poſſeſſed for another, to part 


with ſuch a ſum as a thouſand pounds, Expe- 


#4 4144 2 F N A I RD of, * = 1 
rience had convinced me, that Nicanor would 


ſpare no expence on me in which he could par- 


rake; bur thar he would not part with any mo: 
ney, without ſuch participation, was too plain 


05 the other hand. Such an inſtance therefore 
© 


paltry ſelfiſh treachery, as appeared to me in 


the bebavjqur of Nicanor, made mie almoſtwiſh 
to;behold;the face of mankind no more. 


Artemiſia. | 
ment, and found me much more ready to give 


day before. She told me, that whilſt I was en- 


Joying myſelf. at her country -hquſe, under her 


1 1 


Prsotechien, ſhe ſhould by letters to ſome friends 
of bers in jtown-tranſa} the whole buſineſs far 


of receiving my fortune, and faye. me any 


of. trouble in the affair. This, Lown, was 
5 Sp. LOI 85 8 wy ++ 7 - 3 CL 44151 Cy TT 


a 
* *. 
4 a 
— 4 4 4 


r 


ſum as a thouſand pounds) when 


; 
— N RG * * — — — — EEen ae * 
22 x . — Du A . 200 3 ae ee „ — 5 ky 1 — — — r — — —— 
— — R * > e pe 8 N —— ot . n +: Wy PERRY OTST 2 es — en I = — - 5 = * 
FFT. W7 OT Be OH — S rr reer * rn. 5 
— 1 ern: Engr RE ors — oan — 6 PP + : . 
IEICE OC: - aa aaa — rn dF a 9 r Sr * — : * — — 
e . <p * and 298 n hs — 8 C 


7 D 
3 
Wy n 
q tn 
* 27 * % 
2 r 
— — 2 4. 

* — Da 

i 31 


came punctu ally to her appoint- 
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Journey into 5 : for he bad 


„ ͤ Mis) 


very bebe to my inclination and difpofnion; 
for to be ſolicitous and anxious about a law. 
uit, was What cee not Willingly have un 


dergone, althou ſucceſs was ſure to have fol. 

wed my ' undertakings. ; One thought about 

dicanor had not any chance for pping my 
to me 
Sided bimfeif ſo ve unworthy my farther 
conſideration, that 1 had with all. my mig ht 
caſt his remembrance from my boſom. ' The 


only thing which ſtuck avich Fry at preſent 


was the diſhonourable' appearance of fly in 


from a debt, which, although contracted 


the roguery 'of my agent, was in juſtice Aug. 


But Artemiſia convinced me, tfat to fly from a 


priſon till I could be enabled to pay the debt, 
which I really, as ſoon as I had the. means, in- 
tended to do, could be no breach of ei pep 5 | 


nour or honeſty, and was ,0 lg af 
baude lag 


which common prudence muſt excite me. 
As ſoon as I conſented to accept her 2M 
tection, ſhe inſiſted upon it that I ſhbuld not lie 


another night at my own lodgings, but ſhould 


be with her at her houſe in Golden-ſquare ; ſhe 
was obliged, ſhe ſaid, to go home herſelf di- 
rely to an appointment about buſineſs; but in 
two or three hours time ſſie would ſend her 
coach, and would never forgive me 1 1 did not 
return in it. | 

With all the hurry I could make; my fol. 
little affairs were ſcarcely managed before Arte- 
miſia's coach arrived, and in it her nephew 


Eugenio, a youn gentleman about twenty years 
of age, whom ſhe ſent out of cixility to con- 
duct me in ſafety to her houſe. Eugenio on h 
5 h * blumed like aaa fifteen; 


and 


| i ( tor „„ | 
and during the week I ſtaid at his aunt's houſe. 
in town, I plainly diſcovered the cauſe of his 
terwards to declare how much at firſt ſight he 
vas ſtruck with a violent paſſion for me; and 
he was warmly ſolieitous in every opportunity 
he could find me alone, that I ſhould marry 
him. He was to come into poſſeſſion of a good 
fortune as ſoon as he was of age, and was heir 
alfo to his aunt's large jointure, My reſolution 
of not being bound in marriage chains, I was 
never in much likelihood of breaking; but my 
preſent circumſtances added double force to that 
_ reſolution ; for to ſell my perſon either with or 
without the ſanction of matrimony was abhor- 
rent to my thoughts; and I would, as Othello 
ſays, have been ſteeped in poverty to the very 
lips, and enjoyed the thoughts of a priſon, ra- 
ther than have ſubmitted to fo paltry a traffic... 
The Cry did not think proper to interrupt 
Cylinda; but winked, nodded, and whiſpered 
to each other, that ſhe was little better than a 
fool for refuſing ſuch a good offer: and as to 
the ſelling her perſon in marriage to an agreeable 
young fellow, it ſounded to them little leſs than 
ſome of Portia's ſtark nonſenſe. They found 
no ſuch ſeruples within their own boſoms, and 
thought therefore that Cylinda loſt a charming 
opportunity of retrieving all the falſe ſteps they 
eould ſpy in her paſt life; and, with a ſmall , 
ſhare of the cunning which they were poſſeſſed 
of, it would have been very eaſy, they thought, 
to have kept the boy in ignorance of the truth 
of her hiſtory. „ . 
CY II X DA. To have impoſed on a young 
fellow, who was lively and handſome, ſuch a 
T : "G4 chain. 
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chain as a wife ſo much older than himſelf; to 
have obtruded on his innocent affections a wo- 
man of intrigue, had malice never informed him 
of my paſt conduct; adding alſo the black in- 
gratitude of making ſuch a return to Artemiſia's 
Kind protection of me in diſtreſs; would have 
made me truly deteſtable in my own eyes, for 
in my aſſuming the maſculine character, I always 
reſolved to play the part of a man of ſtrict ho- 
nour; although I muſt confeſs, that the military 
part of a man of honour, which puts him in 
daily danger of killing his man, or being run 
| through the body, I was heartily rejoiced to 
_ eſcape by the conſideration of being a woman, 
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temeſia carry me. L paſs d my time there very 


tolerably; for ſhe buſied herſelf all the morn- 


ing in looking over papers and ſettling accounts 


with her ſteward, whilft I - enjoyed my books, 
and was either roving. about in the fields and 
garden, (wliich latter was very extenſive) or was 
ſitting undiſturbed by myſelf, in my own apart - 
ment, as it beſt ſuited my, fancy. My aſter- 


noons were entirely devoted to the friendly Ar- 


temeſia, which, when the days were long and 


the weather fine, we generally ſpent in pleaſant 
excurſions to view. ſome pleaſant proſpect, to: 


| ſee ſome! fine ſeat, or to pay a ſhort viſit to her. 


diſtant acquaintance.. When we were confined 
at home, Artemeſia uſed generally to entertain 
me with long ſtories of law ſuits, and how ſhe 
wherretted the lawyers in ſuch and ſuch caſes; 
WE 8 8 I payed 


VIS. 


E leſt Eugenio in London, in order for 
VV his returning to the univerſity; and to 
a moſt delighiful rural. ſituation, indeed, did Ar- 


; 
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to which, as ſhe was not in the leaſt captious, 
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VVV 
I payed her only the civility of attention; ſome- 
times anſwering yes, and Tometimes no, juſt as 
1 caught the ſenſe of the ſtory, enough not to 
give her any cauſe for offence by a ſuppoſed 
neglect, and employed my own thoughts on 
Lueretius, Virgil, or any of my favqurite au- 
thors. Could my thoughts and her words have 
been legible on paper, I fancy they would make 
comical figure: for whilſt ſhe was exclaiming 
againſt the dilatorineſs of lawyers, and telling 
the hiſtory of her riſing early in the morning 
to be at one perſon's chambers before he was 
up, in order to be ſure to ſpeak with him; of 
her watching another home to his dinner time 


for the ſame purpoſe; and affirming that no bu- 


ſineſs was to be done without induſtry: I was 
thinking on the uncertain lights which are left 
us by philoſophers to form any fix'd' fyſtem ; 

my thoughts were travelling through Lucretius's 

fucceſſion of atoms in their forming, diffolving, 
and again renewing this univerſe; or I Was a. 
muſing my fancy with the noble poetie flights 
of Homer, or the harmonious Virgilian num. 


ders; determining, at the fame time, that no Fo 
entertainment from . outward objedts was half : 


equal to the imagined-company of theſe ancient 5 
poets. and e RE Et h. 


The, Car now ſtood preponderating with 8 


ꝓreat exactneſs, whether it would be a proof of . 
their wiſdom to laugh at this whimſical:contraſt 1 P. 
drawn by Cylinda, or whether they ſhould toſs : 
up their noſes with contempt; nor eould they BL 

poſlibly determine till they perceived that it had ID 
moved a dimpled ſmile on Portia's countenance, 8 
which ſmile was their eue to the exerting. their * 
feornful ſneers and their ſupereilious contempt. 855 
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country was an old maiden lady, her name 
Brunetta, and her 'niece a good-humoured 


* 


ſprightly girl of nineteen. Brunetta had been, 
in her youth, poſſeſſed of all the beauty a regu- 


lar ſet of features and a fair complexion could 


| beſtow. She had had many offers of marriage, of 


which ſhe had not refuſed one, and yet was at 


at. this time a ſingle woman of threeſcore: for 


© ſhe no ſooner obtained a lover than, by the af- 
fectation of cold indifference and the tyranny of 
ſcornful beauty, ſhe loft him. From the period 


of the decay of her perſonal charms, and her 
ceaſing to gain new admirers, it would hardly 
be improper to ſay ſhe ceaſed to exiſt; and, as 
if conſcious of her loſs of exiſtence, ſhe talked 

the language of one long ſince dead. For her 
manner of reprimanding her niece Maria. was 


in the terms of a perſon who had formerly 


lived; for ſhe uſed frequently to ſay—In xy 


TIME young girls were not fo flirting and for- 
ward—in My TIME young women fat eight 


hours a day at their needle, or employed their 
time in ſtudying the arts and ſciences of houſe- 
wifry and cookery.---And thus would ſhe run 


on about her time, in a manner confeſſing ſhe . 


had been long dead; and had ſhe but a little 
changed her phraſe, by calling it her LIE - 
TIME, ſhe had indeed talked the language pro- 
per to a departed Fi „„ 
Ihe Cx could not but enjoy the ridiculous 


picture Cylinda had drawn of Brunetta; yet, 


as nothing can thoroughly pleaſe them, either 
in writing or converſation, but a ſatire on their 
own particular friends, they again nodded and 
winked, and one thought this is my aunt. — 
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another, this is my old odmother,—and o- 


thers, this is my friend mrs. And 
thus each one having the picture of ſome one of 
their acquaintance before their eyes, they deign- 
ed to honour Cylinda with an hearty | fit of 
laughter. 

rin pA. Had Maria attended to the ad- 
vice of her aunt Brunetta, ſhe had followed her 
ſteps; but, on the contrary, ſhe had acknow- 
ledged a reciprocal affection for a young gentle- 
man of a very good fortune in the neighbour- 
hood, whom ſhe really liked, and the mateh 
only waited: for writings and ſettlements proper 
for the, occaſion, as they were in age and for- 

tone ſuitable to each other. 
* Although Maria lived with her aunt, yet ker 
"real guardian was her brother, a man many 
ears older than herſelf, who, from a conſider- 
{ble Poft under the government, lived moſt part 
of his time in London, He was now daily ex- 
pected, his ſiſter being under age, as a neceſſa- 
ry party to this marriage. Artemeſia alſo told 
me, with great joy, that this gentleman, who 
at her requeſt had undertaken the trouble of my 
affairs, would bring me down ſecurities for my 
whole fortune; as the agent, who had robbed 
me and others, was taken, and had been forced 
to refund all his ill-gotten wealth. She was 
very minute in all the particulars of the whole 
tranſaction; but, I confeſs, my ufual indolence 
of temper and "hatred of all money matters 
eontinued fo ſtrong upon me that, I attended to 
no part of the account, but that my fortune was 
recovered, my debts would be paid, and 1 
ſhould be bound no longer to treſpaſs on her 
e 9 nature, Not that T, at that 
time 5 


= oC HK) 1 
time, in the leaſt intended leaving her houſe tell 
ſhe herſelf removed to town, or could I bear 
the thought of making a convenience of any 

perſon from their own generoſity, and then caſt 
them off as being of no farther uſe. But what. 
ever were then my thoughts and intentions, the 
following ſcene ſhewed me that - 

| Here Cylinda ſtopped : a ſudden tremor run 
through all her. limbs, the-blood. forſook her 
- cheeks, and ſuch a languid paleneſs overſpread 
her countenance, that Portia imagined ſhe would 
have fainted, and begged that ſhe might have 
ſome aſſiſtance. Cylinda ſoon recovered” her. 
ſelf enough to ſay, ſhe wanted only a ſhort 


pauſe before ſhe began that part of her ſtory, 
which, ſhe owned, ſhe could not calf to re- 
membrance without. the greateſt emotion. 


, 
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; Of all the tyrants that the world affords, 
Our own affections are the fierce/t lord. 
Ti Old play of Julius Cæſar. 
Portia, CT IIR DA. Una. The Cay, 
EE. OCYLINDA. .:. 


M. fortune being retrieved, and I retired 


VMI into pleaſant a Gtuation in the coun- 
try, I enjoyed ſuch a ſerenity of mind as might 


properly be called the tranquillity recommend. 


ed by the Epicurean doctrine. All. the fine poet- 
ical deſeriptions of peaceful rural ſcenes were 
now my choſen ſtudy; and as the ſtrength of my 
imagination always gave me a kind of participa- 
tion in the objects that preſented themſelves be. 

fore me, I could not lye on the banks of ſilent 
rivers without my mind's ſharing their calm ſe- 
renity: when I beheld the freedom of the ani- 
mal creation, who, following the diQtates of 
their nature, were all exempt from imaginary 
ills and vain ſollicitude on the account of ambi- 
tion or avarice, I was led to believe, that in ſuch 
an unreſtrained eafy life alone was to be found 
real happineſs, Whilſt ſitting under the ſhade 
of ſpreading oaks and lofty pines I converſed 
with the nymphs and dryads of the grove, I, 
by the magic of my fertile fancy, e 

85 : 8 : S . per: ed 
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ed Artemeſia's gardens into the pleaſing plains | 


0 This was the ſituation of my mind when I 
ſtace, the brother of Maria, firſt reſided at his 
aunt's houſe. In all parties whatever, as Arte- 
meſia ſelected out Brunetta, and as Maria and 
her loyer were inſeparable, it came to my ſhare 
to entertain Euſtace; and ſo pleaſing was the 
taſk, that J roſe each morning with ſuch an ala- 
_ rity, on the proſpect of enjoying his converſati- 
on, as was unknown to me before. Euſtace 
ſeemed equally pleaſed with my company ; and 
from, the calm I have already deſcribed, this 
ſudden gale of pleaſure was the moſt ſeaſonable 
refreſhment poſſible to my mind, which other- 
wiſe might have grown weary of its on ſtagna- 
tion. My ſearch into philoſophy had been gra- 
tified to its full ſcope,” and the ſoftening images 
of every thing around me fitted my heart for 
fome new impreſſion. When our fancy is em- 
ployed in making us believe that we reſemble 
the ſnepherdeſſes of Arcadia, the finding a ſhep= 
herd ſuited, to our taſte muſt be a pleaſing diſ- 
covery. In ſhort, as I had no guard upon my- 
ſelf, no apprehenſions of being a #, a pa- 
ſion from which I had hitherto been perfectlyß 
free, (notwithſtanding the pains I had taken to 
fancy myſelf in love with my couſin Phaon, at 
an age when girls are ſuppoſed moſt ſuſceptible 
of that paſſion) I ſoon found myſelf involved as 
an actor in a ſcene, which 1 had all my life de- 
termined, if poſſible, to avoid. For I percei- 
ved my heart ſo entangled in its attachment to 
Euſtace, that on his rendering my paſſion reci- 
procal was centered all my happineſs, Of this, 
1 gonfeſs, at firſt 1 had not the leaſt doubt, as f 
55 | ha 
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Throw RE As OI Ns to the dogs; III none ons, 
I am thoroughly convinced by experience, 
chat the ſyſtem of philoſophy form'd by us 
"when we mean only to gratify our pride, by fix- 
ing our thoughts on our own ſuperior wiſdom, 
hath a much ſtronger effect upon us in youth, 
| - when our paſſions are higheſt, and before we -” 
have found out the fallacy of our own hearts, 2 
and the real foundation of our fancy'd philo- 


OO» nt 3 an Hs CL 4 
HY In the life 1 had led with Millamour, and | 
| with Nicanor, J was often forced to read: Ovid 4 
EF: and other ſoftening books, in order to impoſe 105 
on myſelf a belief that ſuch a way of life was B. 
j agreeable to me; but I now found the wide dif- n u 
| ference between the fancy'd love which I en- 8 
|  couraged in my heart for my couſin Phaon; and 

| 5 : VVV 


— — 2 
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one of thoſe frantic deſires which, if not ſtop- 
ed in the beginning, will mount and blaze into 


a flame too great to be controuPd. By my own 


experience I perceived, that fifteen is not the 


age when the paſſion of love is moſt apt to be . | 
predominant; and although young girls are of- 


ten betrayed into indiſcretions, yet I believe 
that vanity, and a delight in being admired, ge- 

nerally ſtands truly accountable for the charge. 
The Cxr thought that they recollected ſome 
obſervation of Portia's very like what Cylinda 
now ſaid; and conſequently they all knit their 
brows, and frowned on Cylinda with indigna- 
tion. : oh JV 5 ' 
\._ CyLinpa. On reflexion I found that wri- 
ters of the deepeſt penetration into the human 
mind had generally choſe to exemplify the vi- 


olent paſſion of love in women grown to full 


maturity, of which I gathered many examples; 
and in the foremoſt rank is that left us by Virgil 
of Dido towards Eneas, who was not only in 


the full meridian of her life, but had been mar- 
ried, and afterwards had lived for ſome years in. 


a ſtate of widowhood. 


No reading could I now attend to with plea- 


ſure, but ſuch as preſented me with the image 


of my own thoughts. The tumultous conffiets 
of Medea's paſſions, the mad love of Phzdra 
for her huſband's ſon Hippolytus, and the raging 


flame of Dido's boſom, ſympathizing with what 


dwelt within my own breaſt, ſerved at once to 


ſooth and inhanſe my inclination for Euſtace. 
But that he was a married man, I confeſs, 
ſtruck me with ſome horror; for all the philoſo- 


phic rules of virtue I had ever formed for the 
| regulation of my conduct muſt be now ere | 
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ed by my injuring another perfon. I was, in 
a manner, painfully rent aſunder; and in the 
"ſhort moment whilſt moral virtue bore the ſway, 
I could rant as well as Dido; I could ' invoke 
the earth to open its wide jaws.and fink me in 
its loweſt gulph ; or I could, with her, call on 
omnipotent Jove to hurl me headlong with his 
thunderbolts to the ſhades, to the pale ſhades of 
Erebus, rather than I would tranſgreſs thoſe 
laws of moral rectitude which I had preſcribed 
'to myſelf, and which, hitherto, I never had 
tranſgreſſed. But all ſuch rants ſerved only to 
enflame, rather than ſubdue, my paſſion : and, 
as I could not bear to live ſelf-condemned, I 
 foon employed my imagination to prove, that 
from the law of nature and reaſon polygamy 
was lawful. The laws and cuſtoms of many 


wiſe nations where it is allowed juſtified, by 
their approbation, my preſent deciſion of its 


being not contrary to moral fitneſs: and Fre- 
member once to have heard a gentleman ſay, 
that every man had a right to every woman 
Whoſe confent he could obtain, was it not for 
the municipal laws of his country. But ſuch 
laws were chains too weak to bind me, who 
conſidered myſelf as a citizen of the world; and 
far above being confined by ſuch riarrow obli- 
gations. The injury T ſhould do the wife of 

Euſtace was all I had now to contend with; 


but that I ſoon fritter'd away, by reaſoning on 


Sed mihi vel tellus optem prius ima dehiſcat, 
Vel pater omnipotens adigat me fulmine ad umbras, 
Pallentes umbras Erebi, noctemque profundam, 
Ante, pudor, quam te violo, aut tua jura reſolvo. 
15 5 | Vis: 
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the impoſſibility of her being hurt by the loſs of 
a man, to whom ſne had been bound in the 
chains of matrimony for eight years, of whom, 
conſequently, ſſie muſt be heartily tired, and 
from whom, therefore, ſhe.muſt rather rejoice 
to be releaſed. Let, were it otherwiſe, I im- 


mediately proved to my ſatisfaction, that I had 


the moſt indubitable right to Euſtaceꝰs love from 


the violence of my affection for him. The le- 
gal claim of a wife was dull, was ſpiritleſs; 


and in this contention 1 would yield to none. 


1 could have turned an Amazonian heroine, 
tho' nothing was more oppoſite to my nature, 


and, like Hamlet, I could have fad. 


TEST! 4 WEL 9, FRE HR or gage 2. FE -T58 
I will fight with RE R on this ſcore, | 
Until my eye-lids will no longer wag _ 
© —Fox, I love Kuſtace—fortythouſand wives 
Cannot, with all⸗their quantity Hie; 
E 233 +7 0 ed | 
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Make up my fun .' 1 
22 by PE. P76 ©: » . 1 2 ; - 


Twas now an Epicurean only in practice, and 
a ſceptic as to all ſyſtems, if in any degree they 
contained a contradiction to my preſent pleaſure. 


The conflict being over in my mind, ſome de- 
gree af tranquillity returned; and I formed to 
myſelf pleaſing pictures of my future triumph, 


when, like Cleopatra, I ſhould engage my An- 


tony to remain with me, far from the arms of 
his neglected xvife. But I met with an oppoſi- 


tion from a very unexpected quarter; for Eu- 
ſtace moſt affectionately loved his wife, and re- 


garded his children with a true fatherly fondneſs. 


He was at firſt ſo pleaſed with -my company, 


and we eonverſed with ſuch an agreeable free- 
dom, that I had reaſon to believe that I was not 


7 | | indifferent 
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indifferent 3 in his eyes; but he was too . 
of the confequence of an engagement with an 


_ agreeable woman, to. ſuffer himſelf: to be eaſily 
© entangled or enſnared into ſuch an attachment; 


as ſoon, therefore, as he perceived that my in- 
clination for him was riſing to an uncontroula- 


dle height, he ſuddenly left us, and, i in a manner, 


fled to his wife for refuge. 

Here the CR looked exceſſively baulk'd: be 
Cylinda, in deſcribing the late tumultuous paſ- 
ions which had reſided in her breaſt; had given 
them ſuch hopes of her being moſt truly one of 
their own train, that notwithſtanding the pre 


| tended diſlike they had profeſſed . for her. tres 
manner of life, yet they felt ſuch a ſecret ſym- 


pathizing regard for her ſince her ſerenity was 


fled; that they could not help being vexed at 


cher diſappointment for the loſs of Euſtace. 
Una had, for ſome time, kept her eyes a- 


verſe from Cylinda, and looked under ſuch un- 


eaſineſs, as made Portia expect every moment 

when ſhe would by an indignant frow n ſilence 
Cylinda's farther narration: but on the eſeape 
of Euſtace Una's eyes a little brightened with 


pleaſure, and ſhe caſt them on Cylinda with a 
look expreſſive of ſome hope, that her paſſions 
might yet ſubſide or take a proper turn... 
- 2/QYLENDA;> Thel precipitate! xepartyre- 6 
Euſtace, ſo long before his appointed time, 
with the remembranes Of a ſoft cenfuſion- mix. 
ed with wildneſs, in his eountenance the laſt' 
time 1 ſaw him, convinced me that his flight 
was a flight from his ow inelination. Encor 
raged: by this hope, all other thoughts in my 
mind, but my intended dompleat conqueſi Lp 


| Euſtac 95 vaniſhed, and found myſelf en gage" 


— 


own} 531i: 


Portia alſo, although 
the ſtricteſt obedience to the commands of Una, 


S ; — 
c 5 3 | p e : : ; - 


in 2 purſiſit; in which! ng conſideration. had the 


leaſt chance of ſtopping me even for a ſingle 
moment. Without taking leave therefore of 
any creature, or doing more than leaving a note 
behind me, to ſay that haſty buſineſs of import- 
ance had called me away, I left Artemeſia's 
houſe the morning after Euſtace's departure, 


and as a near neighbour to him in London al- 


the re. Fe 1 « 5 ? A 2 9 f : 3 1 i -{ 2 } ct 2 pes — » 3 . 
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Here the Gx ſtrove with emulation who 
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molt tas on as: he arrived at his gyn houſe 


ſhould firſt embrace Cylinda. They honoured 
her with the.appellation of a woman of ſpirit, 
called her their dear friend, and gave an ap- 
plauſe as loud as that which generally rattles 
from the gallery in the theatre, on the tagging 
à ſcene with ſome unmeaning rant about liberty. 
But Una riſing from her ſeat with an earneſt 
accent pronounced theſe words, O fie! Cy- 
& linda; and then taking Portia by the hand 
would have led her from ſuch company, de- 
claring that ſne had heard. enough, and that the 
Cx V had judiciouſly ſeized on Cylinda as their 


G2 


| THEE . o ä 
Cylinda diſentangled herſelf as faſt as poſſible 
from the CRY; and, with a ſupplicating voice, 
begged Una for compaſſion's ſake to hear her. 
never 


„ © 


yet, for ſome private reaſons, had ſo uncommon 
a curioſity. to hear the end of this ſtory, that ſhe 


humbly ſeconded Cylinda's requeſt. Una, truſt- ' 


ing that Portia's mind was top well regulated to 
ſuffer the gratification of her curioſity to bring 


with it any ill conſequence complyed, with 
r e ee mt at ee 
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refuſed yielding 
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chat ſmile of benignity,which'is the charafteric 
tic mark of her amiable countenance. 


There are ſome actions for which, deep in 
the boſoms of the Cx I, dwells a poſitive ap- 


plauſe: but as it is the buſineſs of their lives to 


conceal this from others, and ſcarcely to own it 


to themſelves,” they generally are the foremoſt, 
by the utmoſt ſtrength of abuſive! words, to con- 
demn ſuch actions. However, it ſometimes 


happens, as was at preſent the caſe, that ſuch 


4 


their applauſe” will inadvertently 'efcape from 


their lips. Their joy at Cylinda's greatneſs of 
mind (as they choſe to term it) in obſtinately 
adhering to a point on which ſhe had fixed her 


inelination, made them at firſt overlook, that in 
her purſuit of Euſtace ſhe was following a mar 
ried man: terrified therefore that they had diſ- 


covered their ſeeret approbation of thoſe wo- 


men, whom they never mentioned but by the 
name of CREATURES, they ſnrunk far from 


Cylinda, changed their applauſes into abuſe, 
and call'd up into their eountenances all their 
eon and conte pt. 

CYLINDA. The next morning after J ar. 


rived in London, I diſpatched a note to Euſtace, 
acquainting him where I lodged, and deſiring to 


ſee him. It would be endleſs and inſipid to re- 
peat all the various alluring arts I made uſe of 


to inveigle him from bis wife: be it ſufficient to 


ſay, that at laſt I conquered,: and with great 
propriety may it be ſaid, that Euſtace yielded; 
for I was the purſuer, and ſtill maintained the 
maſculine freedom of character which J origin- 
ally had aſſumed. But I could no longer di- 


vert myſelf by Proteus · like putting on that cha- 
racter which beſt ſuited my fancy; for I was 


now 


n 
0 
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now chain d dawn. an ed to the igid 
of all tyrants, an uncontroulable paſſion; and. 


tl 


for near a twelvemonth I led, or rather endured, | 
a life. I cannot deſcribe, and hate to remember, 


I had conſtantly been told by all my lovers, that 


my underſtanding, and ſpirit ſcorning to be con- 
g mo eS above an effemi- 


fined within limits, had an eff: 
nate character, and ſtruck out a new and un- 


common road of life. That the 1 oh my 


own perſon, join'd to the ſprightlin 


* 


3 of my 


imagination, gave me the power of beſtowing 
the moſt exquiſite. pleaſure, ſo that I feared no 


rival; beſides, that I had hitherto never put it in 


any man's power to draw a tear from my eyes, 


or a ſigh from my boſom, for his neglect: but 
Euſtace, altho' the ſtcadineſs of his mind failed 


him, and ſuffered him to be enſnared by the al. 
luring temptations, I threw in his way, yet he 
would live decently with his wife. This was 
the only kind of rival I could have dreaded; and 
the place I found ſhe held in his eſteem in pre- 
ference to me ſtruck me to the heart. He, 
eonſcious he was doing wron; , loſt that good- 
humour which had rendered him more exqui- - 


ſitely pleaſing; than any man with whom I had 


been before acquainted: ſo that I found I had 


given a looſe to a paſſion which had no other 
end but to make me frantic, and conſequently 
miſerable; and yet infupportable as my life was, 
and altho' the alteration of Euſtace had taken 


from me the: gratification of this whirlwind of 
paſſion, yet was I caught in ſuch a ſnare, that 


I had no power left even to endeavour. at the 


conqueſt of it. The jealouſy I was poſſeſſed 


of concerning his wife found full employment 


for all my thoughts, and kept me in too tumul 
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-  tyous an uproar to give me any leiſure for reflen 


ion, or opportunity to form any reſolution for 
my own peace. My ſelf-admiration was loſt; 
1 found all my boaſted ſtrength was nothing 
more than a defence againſt enemies, too weak 
to overcome an infant. But the moment any 
temptation became real and dangerous, it fail. 
dd, and was found good for nothing: my learn- 
ing and: philoſophy too I now eaſily perceived 
_ - were inadequate to any other purpoſe than mere 
amuſement; ſo that I had no refuge to fly to, 
but yielded myſelf up as a ſacrifice to a paſſion 
which was a continual torment, and which, by 
the unlucky ſituation of both Euſtace and myſelf, 
produced very little pleaſure to either of us. 
Under the dominion of this torturing: love or 
racking jealouſy, for it was ſuch a mixture of 
contradiction that I hardly know what name to 
give it, I continued, till Euſtacc once failing his 
appointed time for twenty minutes, which my 
imagination as eaſily enhanced to as many hours, 
I With impatience ſent a ſervant to his own houſe, 
to enquire privately concerning him; but when 
the meſſenger returned with an account that 
Euſtace and his whole family had ſet out from 
London the day before, and had endeavoured 
to conceal where they were going, the confuſi- 
on of my mind was beyond deſcription : his ab- 
ſence filled my foul with grief; his flight called 
forth all my indignation; and my ignorance 
where to follow him threw me into the moſt 
raging deſpair. I had ranted with Dido on the 
beginning of her paſſion for Æneas, and now 
her ravings for his flight were full as well adapt- 
eld to my prefent circumſtances. My whole ſoul 
being thus alarm'd, my imagination could rove 


in 


_— 


% 


in no patch but in that of Dido's death. Her 


example ſtruck me with admiration; and ia 
ſuch à ſituation as her's (as well as my.own)- I 
began to think that death alone was eligible. 


This was no ſboner ſettled in my mind, than 


many arguments from the remembrance of my 


philoſophic days preſented: themſelves to con- 


firm my opinion; which were all ſtrongly cor⸗ 
roborated by my preſent abhorrence of life. 
Philoſophy had told me that death was no evil; 
my own immediate ſenſations informed me that 
life was no good: how naturally then did I draw. 
a concluſion, that to death alone the preference 
Was a due , 8 
From this way of thinking a glimmering 
ray of comfort returned ta my long gloomy. 
mind. My uſual love of liberty; and indepen- 
dence began in a ſmall degree to exert itſelf; 
and I was pleaſed in the thought, that I would 
not be conſtrained longer to endure the ills of 
life, than ſuited with my own will and free de- 


termination. My thoughts even of Euſtace he- 


gan to ſubſide, and my preſent W purſuit 
was death. Yet this purſuit I followed not with 
my uſual velocity, but took time t deliberate 
on the various ways I: muſt make uſe of, in 
bringing my life to an end. Poiſon, daggers, 
and many other methods preſented themſelves 
to my view, but I really loved pleaſure, and, 
notwithſtanding all my former boaſted ſtoicifm, 
held bodily pain in ſuch utter abhorrence, that I 
could never ſubmit to being blooded without 
ſhrinking with fear, and trembling at the ap- 
proach of the ſurgeon. Little therefore could 
| endure the thought of cruelly mangling and 
butchering my own perſon. I was allo at ſome 
VoL, 11 | | loſs | 


1 ST. 
4ofs to determine what hero, heroine, or phifo. 
ſopller 1 ſhould imitate in my death. Some- 
[138 times 1 determined, like Cleopatra, to put Asp cs 
tomy Üveins, and As IN K SLUMBER BREATHE 
W MT $0UL AWAY. Would my fear of bodily 
anguiſh have given me leave, I ſhould ſoon have 
pPoullt my funeral pile after the example of my 
favourite Dido Ae, eee 5 
in my on fire. Then did my imagination 
ramble from one philoſopher to another, and 
by turns I was willing to reſemble them all in my 
death. But ſtill J found ſomething in my own 
. circumſtances or mind ſo different from them 
| all, that I no ſooner formed one determination 
1 than 1 ſuddenly" changed it for another. My 
itt | perplexity was ſo great, that I could fix no re- 
1 | __ Jolution «+ but this employment of my mind, 
it! . joined to the abſence of Euſtace, greatly abated 
muy love. Nay, ſo long did I keep my thoughts 
þ bent on the various methods of dying, that at 
' laſt I loſt all inclination for death itſelf; and 
thus, by awhimlſical turn in my own mind, was 
1 I (as Ithen thought) cured of a paſſion which 
158 bad given me inexpreſlible torment. But in 
bl | What a condition did it leave me! I became ſo 
| Al znfipidand-languid,' that I ſeemed to have no : 
ſpur to action; no motive to arouſe me to the 5 
leaſt alacrity, nor had I any inclination left for : 
either death or life. I was indeed now become : 
a practical ſtoic, for I was indifferent to all 
things. But whilſt I was in this languid ſtate, 
hardly having ſpirit: enough to give a propriety | 
to the ſaying: I was alive, a ſervant. one day a 
brought me a ſmall patquet, It was with diffi- 44 
culty that I prevailed with myſelf to take the 
trouble to open it; for I cared for no one crea- < 
OT, | Lure, 
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„ . 
we; nor bite to hear from any of the race 
of mankind: when caſting my eyes on the ſu- 


perſcription, Tz knew it to be the e "rung . io 
of Euſtace. 1 bl 
On the ſight of Euſtace' 8 hand, my lan guid i. 
Nate of calm was ſuddenly metamorphoſed i into il 
a tumultuous tempeſt. I fluctuated between, 1 
hopes and fears of I knew not what. I fancied i 
this. might be a requeſt from Euſtace of rene w- my 
ing our intimacy. Then ſuddenly did the plea- g ns 
ſure of his converſation at our firſt acquaintance ft 
riſe uppermoſt 1 in my memory; my wiſhes and Li. | 
py pra flew to the ends of the earth ta 1H 
him back again, and I would have ſacri- 1 
| 5 5 the world for his return. But yet the tors 1 
ments 1 had ſuffered from jealouſies and diſap- 14 
8 pointments, even whilſt I might be thought to 1 
; be gratifying the higheſt deſire of my heart, made | |: | 
: me ſhudder at the thought of renewing ſach 2 | 1 
8 ſcene; and I dreaded what but the inſtant be- | 11 
| fore was my moſt ardent wiſh 3 nor could I poſ- bl! 
f ſibly tell whether T was pleaſed or grieved at the 111886 
x ſight of this pacquet: but with a tremor that 8 
5 _ would ſcarcely ſuffer me to bteak the ſeal,” * 1 
J _ opened it, an in it found the two' following 1 
0 8 The firſt Which 1 ſhall read is from e 
. 15 Euſtace, the other (and which was incloſed in 1 
# 9 is from his wife to her own ſite. © (F108 
558 10 
4 The Letter from Euſtace to > Olds. 10 
. 8 ; 85 Pear Madam, TE 5 9 
ay „1 75 Thank God, I ef: at Caſt ed ak TE Wh 
M- <'* myreaſon, and have gained ſtrength enough. 9 
he to break from my inclination to you, and ta. | lf 
2 © fy back de to - the ever- endearing and faithful 1 if 
„„ * 10 
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in being independent, ſuch would have been 
your fate. I wanted reſolution to ſtand thus 


* arms of my truly eſtimable wife; but ſtill my. 
* affection for you is enough rooted in my bo- 


£ ſom, for me ardently to wiſh your happineſs ; 


4 which, believe me, Cylinda, is not to be found 


c jn a frantic ravery for a ſtate of independence 


* on God or Man. The weakneſs of our ſtate 


© in this world makes it neceſſary for us all to 
fly for protection to a ſuperior power; but 


£ women want a double Fe ln being 


4 encompaſſed round with ſnares andtemptations 
| apau N P. | 


* of every kind, How often have you in your 
hours of love wiſhed yourſelf my wife! I 
4 could then, Cylinda, have unfolded to you a 
© ſecret that would have informed you, that had 
ein an unbeaten path, au aced all your joy 

ch would have been 


© ſhocking you; nor would I do it now, if I did 


not ſee it neceſſary to open your eyes on the 
t NECENALY. PER. JAE CY! 


*. conſequence of indulging yourſelf in ſuch 2 
* whimbical Ife, and to probe the wound to the 
© bottom in order to cure it. Perhaps you 


may remember, Cylinda, that in your youth | 
your father told you he had received a pro- 
poſal of marriage for you from a man whom 


© he favoured with his eſteem ; he would kind- 


ly have perſuaded you to accept it, but you 
* perſiſtedreſolutely in your refuſal. - That pro- 


# poſal came from Euſjace, You, might have 
© been the faithful partner of my vows; I 


might have cheriſhed yon in my boſpm; * 
- © might. have eſteemed and loved you without- 
being guilty of any treachery. to wite,, 0 
2 Cylinda, that title to my affections, which by 
do many fallacious arguments you have fre. 


7 


© quently endeavoured to urge, might have been 
Ijuſtly yours! In ſpeaking this I know I ſhall 
« ſtrike daggers to your heart; but I am con- 
© ſcious that nothing could force me to give you 
this pain, but the kope that it may be for your 
future tranquillity. The inclofed letter was 
given me by my wife's ſiſter. Wretch that L 
7 am, to have given cauſe for fuch heart-rending 
contents! What ſhould I have deſerved, had 
E not this letter wrought the effect on me which 
© js vilible from the ſtep I have taken! I ſend it 
With the hopes of its anſwering the ſame pur. 
* poſe towards you; and let me beg it as the 
© higheſt of favours, that you would make it 
your only ſtudy for one whole week, Let 
every ſentiment fink into your heart, and ſee 
there the only road to happineſs ; and oh Cy- 
7 linda! ſee there the pain our gratification af 
da wild appetite hath given the beſt of women, 
my beſt of wives. I could not but tell her 
our ſtory, to clear up my late behaviour; ſhe 
* fays ſhe pities you from her heart, and hopes 
you will open your eyes on your own true 
* happineſs, and never again give a looſe to 
' raging paſſions, whoſe end muſt be miſery, 
+ 1 know it is too late now for you to think of 
© a protector in a huſband, as you are too ge-. 
nerous, after the life you have led, to be 
guilty of deceit, and to conceal in your heart 
a ſecret from any man you would marry. 
Therefore, oh Cylinda! ſeek a higher pro- 
tection, and let the remainder of your peni. 
tent life be ſpent in a truſt in God, and a de-. 
pendence on his goodneſs, If this letter 
hurts you, forgive me, impute it to my zeal 
for your ſervice ; aad I beſeeeh and beg you 
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let it t have the 0 ct 8 for wy that 
© means. alone it ſtill remains in your power to 
5 your Pre to 1 ſincere friend 
. \ EUSTACE. | 

The Letter from regte wite to ber oon 
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THY will you by your dels enquiries 
YY draw from my breaſt what ought to re- 
15 main there in faithful ſilence? nothing but 
vyour ſurmiſe that I bad reaſon to ſuſpect my 
deareſt huſband of 4 an attachment to ſome 
bother woman could have forced me freely to 
„declare the real thoughts of my heart, rather 
than ſuffer you to believe him guilty of a fault, 
 * or that I could harbour the leaſt ſuſpicion. of 
_ © of his infidelity, | But ace vou bave in a 
manner engaged me to lay open my whole. 
heart; bear With me, my deareſt Tfabel, whilſt 
OS expoſe to you every lTecret thought, every 
: wiſh; and, in return, chide'this impatient fpi- 
rit, if you find it not ſufficiently ſubmiſſive to a 
© lot ſo unexpected, and therefore. A little hard 
* to Wear 7 
© You have partly been a e to Ie 15997 
wy 8 I have enjoyed with my beloved Euſtace: 
but you ſaw only the outward appearance and | 
mY * Harmony ſubſiſting between two minds, to all 
4 appearance ſo formed as ours were for each 
bother; you could not thoroughly feel the un- 
© bounded inward joy my heart exulted with 
5 © in my kind Eufband's fond indulgence! f It is 
* almoſt impoſſible for any one to conceive the 
of ng 1 e from that ſubordinate de, 
N N 
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1 bender which gave me daily ned e 
_ © of exerting the higheſt gratitude. That I was 

© fo. happy as to be agreeable to:triy: Euſtace, and 
that by my real endeavours to pleaſe Him he 
ſeemed allo to enjoy the higheſt felicity, as it 
* filled my heart with tranſport, it could do no 
© other than ſhew itſelf in the chearfulneſs of 
my countenance: but too truly have you | 
* pryed info my foul, when you tell me that 
„ plainly perceive that.: for this laſt 
© twelvemonth my chearfulneſs is partly cloud- 
ed, andi a ſecret melancholy is crept into my 
_ © boſom. —Oh, my dear ſiſter, how thould it be 
© otherwiſe, when from that time 1 found A 
* huſband's delight in me was gone! 
Had the cauſe; been as you gueſſed, had a 
_ © new miſtreſs engaged his affections, I ſhoukt 
c have hoped that time and my conſtant endea- 
vours to pleaſe him might have reſtored me 
bis heart. But I fear I have diſcovered What 
+ hath made me the moſt wretched of human 
"2m beings. fear that from ſome unfortunate 
minute I beeame the object of my Euſtace's. 
* diſguſt! I know he could not bring himſeif 
© to do an unjuſt. or a diſhonourable action: 1 
© know that he is conſcious I have never done 
any thing to forfeit his love and eſteem, nor 
can he therefore bear to treat me otherwiſe 
than as the virtuous and faithful partner of 
his vows. But his ſometimes penſive melan - 
choly, and his wild looks, when I ſay any 
c thing tender or endearing to him, are but too 
oy convincing proofs: that he finds a diſtaſte to 
me in hĩs mind, which his tenderneſs and good- 
nature make him deſirous to conceal. . His 
E too ſeem, with their wretched mo- 
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an to have loſt that place which they onee 
held in his affections. For inſtead of looking 
on them with that paternal delight which uſed 
to ſparkle from his eyes, when they endea- 
voured to amuſe him with their innocent prat- 
"tle, he now ſtarts from them when they cling 
about his knees, and his guſhing tears expreſs 
ſome hidden forrow. I try as much as poſſible 
to conceal from bim my own unhappineſs, on 
perceiving this loſs of his affeQion ; but he 
has too much ſagacity not to obſerve i It, and 
the diſcovery ſeems to pierce him to the ſou]. 
41 think I juſt now. ſled myſelf the moſt 
*.xwretched of human beings z but I am con- 
* vinced that my dear huſband is a greater ob- 
ject of compaſſion than myſelf; for to be 
© compelled by good. nature to expreſs an affe- 
bs Rion which you have not, to act always upon 
2 guard in order not to grieve and afflict a 
fon who lives but upon your ſmiles, is a 
* Rebation worſe than any torment t that can be  _ 
is; imagined to a generous mind. 
Jo deliver my Euſtace From this eiche 
ſituation, how willingly would I remove __ | 
< ſelf into ſome remote corner of the earth ! ; 
4 But this 1 dere not propoſe, as I know it 
© would ſhake bis generous foul almoſt to mad- g 
© neſs: and was he even te conſent that I ſhould ; 
C 
6 
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b © baniſh myſelf for his ſake, my' ghoſt would 
V everyday haunt his imagination, and we ſhould 
be ball as miſerable when ſeparate, as we 
are now by being united. Good God! ſup- . 
port me to bear with patience the thought that 
© our unions our mifery ! How ſometimes doth 
my. ſtubborn heart rebel, when my imagina- 
tion hath WO me with a certain * . 


' a a A A A 
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a Gbich 1 66010 relieve my huſband's 2s nile. | 
r, and my on intolerable. angviſh ! But Wo 4 


gan I dare; even for a moment, 'impiouſly t 
think of lakito the power of life and 


out of the hangs of the diſpoſer of life 8575 


e immottality 2 vet ſuch -borrid thoughts, my 
„enter, have rifen in yνrꝗ Amajide's, breaſt/z but 


©* thanks! to [the merey and grace of my re- 


e deemer, they paſſed haſtily-through my boſom, _ 


Hand from the extreme” wretcnlednefs of my. 


_ © earthly ſituation (for ſurely ne torment can 
b be greater to a tender heart than the breaking 


Jop an affection that was reciprocal} 1 found a 
beam of hope dart in upon my mind, that 


_ ©-this: afliion was fent me in order to wean 


my heart from being toe ſtrongly fixed/oh any 


6 [happineſs this worle en beter acts teach 


me that dur chief views in this our chriſtian 


„ ealling muſt be eentered in the promiſes we 


have of hüppineſs hereafter. This chriſtian 


« hope; cheriſhed and cultivated; hath reſtored f 


e ſome degree of ealmneſs to my mind. It is 
4 3 my cheart is ſtill greatly Hurt when I ſee 
y dear Euſtace unhappy, yet ng tranſitory | 


4 80 s can render that mind'compleatly vretch- | 
Ed Wich is endued with this animating hope. | 


*-By this I can look with pleaſure on the ap- 


proach of death; and by this I can with pa- 


"tlence ſubmit to wear out the number of days 

© allotted me by infinite wiſdom. 
Thus have 1 as I promiſed, ' my deareſt 

„ ſiſſer, laid before you the inward picture. of 


my mind. I found I could more freely, and 
6 * "with leſs emotion, diſcover to you my thoughts 
in writing, than by: truſting myſelf with en-_. 
bn «reg on a FORE PETE: which 1 beg may ne- 
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* ver more be mentionech between manta Þ 
26 charge you alſo by our 


long and faithful 


friendſhip, that ok on no account let my 


huſband know o 


n 


this letter ; leſt he imagine 
that I intend to reproach or complain of him. 
Heaven is my witneſs, I intend neithen l. Could 


1 recall his former affections (but that I fear is 


T aste, be ſhould fill experience: 
my utmoſt! en 


from theſe eyes, by aſking what ſhe bath done, 


that her. father ſhoyld.lookiſo ſexerelyapon + | 


her. My Euſtace hall. again Imile on his 


70 blooming offspring} and with fond attention 


hear me repeat to him the mimic; actions of 


bis little ſon:—But Whither have my vain 
15 « thonghts. and wiſhes led me! I had indeed for 


a moment baniſhed from my. mind the cruel 


3 reflexion, „ that the power of pleaſing and de- 


4 lighting my deareſt: huſband. is fled from mel: 2? 


5 * and had forgot that 1 had nothing left bot 


prapyers for his future Felicity. both hete and 
5 hereafter}. Join allo your prayers. with mine, 


, 1 gentle ſiſter, for my huſband's happineſs 


* and proſperity, and for a continuance of 5 


4 tience and Proper ee en WhE 7. 5 
"RF. ny #: INDE * {7 4 21 3 1 13 gur, AMAN DA. 8 
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The grave. . of Euſtacels expreſſions 


a” me with a ſort of ſudden: awe, which ſuſ- 


| daggers. through m 


pended all other paſſions towards bim; and that - 
part of his letrer which he ſaid would ſtrike 
heart employed the leaſt 


ee ee was Alled wich * 


At 


6 8 
"I 


deavovrs to contribute to His 
. eaſe and 1 Our-ebildren; then? might 
once more become our uſual joy and comfort. 
* My. little Julia mould not daily draw; tears 


„ | it x 55 } Jy. i 
a Amaide's' letter; and knew wy Wella Py 
| ſhould deſpiſe her as the moſt''mean-ſpitited 
_ creature bo athing, or fix my whole” love "and 
admiration. on ſuch an uncommon . Sat of 
patience and unmoved affectioh in a wife. 
No many feminine voices from amongſt me 
Cry broke forth in their ſhrilleſt notes, aſſert- 
ing that Amanda Wan ne an object of the 
higheſt contempt! every woman witli an en- 
raged countenance ſeying, ce Had Euſtace been 
„% My huſband !—or had he been Mu huſband!” ? 
here they made à füll ſtop; for daggers, 
poiſons, &c. &c. were for once to be Pe 
by the heare rs ie tin din e 
But Una and Portia bse here all attention to 
Cylinda, hoping that the remonſtranees of ST : 
ſtace, joined to Amanda's' Jetter, would” Have 
their. proper effect on her mind. 15 
CVYIIN DA. The earneſt eommen get, = 
1 that I would make the letter he had 
encloſed my ſtudy for one whole week, 1 
by that means whether L. bould ſubdue 2 paſſon 
Which had been fo ſo long fatal to the peace of © 
both our minds, I complied with; and made i 
ſo much my whole employment to ſity His 
wife's lettter, that every ſentiment ſunk deep. 
into my breaſt. I Was by degrees awakened as: 
from a dream; and feared that my whole life 
could properly: be counted nothing elſe but a 
. fantaſtic viſion,” Tears lowed from my eyes ar 
the tragic ſcene my ungoverned Pato had 
cauſed in the before happy family of Euſtace 
and I now beheld the fallacy of thoſe arguments, 
by which I fancied myſelf perſuaded that T did” 
the wife of Euſtace no harm in withdrah ing 
W 1 80 his affectiens, I nn with” 
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| a Nun, ate cod er kimi i 
the greateſt reaſon for many years to believe 


106 1300 


that affection reciprocal, eemented alſo by the 


_ yet ſtronger tye, one common offspring, her 


gentle ſpirit could with the moſt exemplary pa- 
tience ſubmit, ta an unexpected cold neglect, > 


and center all her cares e fears, leſt 


ber huſband ſhould be unhappy. She could talk 


of hope in a ſituation wretched enough to drive 


almoſt the ſtrangeſt mind to diſtraction; whilſt 
I with all my boaſted philoſophy, for 'the meer 


_ gratification vor a wild appetite, had from raging 
Jzealouly: ſuffered inexpreſilible torments. From 
her chriſtian faith and dependence on the pro- 
miſes of God, ſhe had formed (ſhe ſaid): that 


hope on the ſureſt andſtrongeſt foundation: ſhe 


2 declared too, that although her heart could not 
but feel when ſhe ſaw her huſband unhappy, yer 
whilſt ſhe preſerved that hope entire, no tran- 


ory evils could have POWeri to wok her into = 


miſerable deſperr. 
7 Bib I firſt Jearnt to lead, it is. ame; out of the! 


ble; and had in my childhood read enough to 


| remember ſome! of the principal facts: bur as 
im all my converſation, 
acquaintanee fell chiefly amongft men of learn- 


n, Which by my father's 


ing and great rs,” 1 had never heard the 
ſaered writings mentioned with half the reve- 


rence which Was paid to the heathen authors; 
I looked on ehriſtianity, as well as every other: 
religion, only as a piece of policy invented to 


keep the ignorant vulgar in awe; and I ſhould. 
have prided myſelf more in remembering a verſe 


of Homer, Virgil, or Horace, or a ſentiment in 


Plato, than in knowing the whole doctrine of 
nne W | When I lived in the 
N c e 


_ thought it decent; and 1 pleaſed myſelf with 
being of conſequence enough to bear a part in 


and miſchievous rovings of my-own whimſical 
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dent oſten to church, for my father 


OY 
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this policy, as I aſſiſted by my example to de- 
eeive the vulgar into good manners. But I was 
perfectly ſatisfied of being myſelf let into the 


| ſecret of which they poor: ſouls were ignorant: 
and if I attended to the ſermons, I ſagaciouſſ 
ſeparated every word that was peculiar to the: 


chriſtian doctrine, from thoſe which treated of 
the beauties of morality. The former I thought 


properly enough adapted to the mob, whilſt Fac- 

FKnowledged myſelf a party concerned only in the 
latter. As to that part of Amanda's letter; in 

which ſhe declares, that her ſubordinate de- 


* pendence on her huſband was her pleaſure, as 
“his indulgence was food for the moſt pleaſing 
„ gratitude; I confeſs it appeared at firſt ſight - 
perfectly unintelligible: for to a mind which 


had never admitted the leaſt idea of pleaſure, 
but what aroſe from independence; ſuch a de- 
claration could found only like a jargom of gib- 


beriſh.. But on often reading and confidering it 
over, a faint notion from within (which my 
continual whims had never yet given me leiſure 


to exert) told me that it was not altogether nong—- 
fenſe. As this notion gathered ſtrength in mp 


mind, L began to wiſh that, like Amanda, I had 


in my youth and bloom of beauty choſe a man 


of true underſtanding and ſteady principles, who 
might kindly have guided my wandering ima- 
gination, and been my protector from the idle 


brain. And nov did the whole force of Euſtace's 


_ diſcovering himſelf in his letter to have been the 


rejected offer of my: youth break in upon my 


:. "mind, 


k » 
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and n Easy ſtrike daggers [through 


my heart. Let the true affection he expreſſed | 


in his zealous wiſhes, that my tranquillity might 
be reſtored, melted me into a kindneſs for him 
which 1 had never felt before: for nothing is 
generally ſo abſent from the moſt violent paſ- 
ions, as one grain of real kindneſs. Now 


clearly was it opened to my view, that had 1 


ſaffered my: unbridled imagination to have been 


_ reſtrained in its proper curb, a tender parental 


direction, I might have found this now wiſhed- 
for guide and protector in the only true and real 
object of my choice. This reflexion was poi- 

ſon to all my peace; and ſhowers of repentant 
tears cannot waſh away the excruciating oni, 


Shame and remorſe are doomed to be my com- 


panions, and comfortleſs and friendleſs muſt . 


wear out the remainder of my wretched days. 


Here a flood of tears fell from the eyes of Cy- 


Uada; but Portia, coming forward, addreſſed 
ber in the following manner. 


Do NrIA. O Cylinda, in Portia you now he } 
ſtanding in your preſence your formerly much 


coveted friend; and during my whole youth, 1 
never from my own inclinations felt ſo ſtrong an 


oppoſition to the commands of the beſt of mo- 


a thers, as when I was torn from your converſa. 
tion, and forbid the continuance of your or- 
reſpondence, or even the anſwering one of your 


friendly letters. Take it. not as a reproach, that 
I here Yefle& with the higheſt thanks and: grati- 
tude on that parental care over my tender mind, 
which I then eſteemed little leſs than harſh "bhi : 


verity. Toung as I was at that time (for 1 
think my age did not exceed, twelve years) you 


e ee « fit companion of _ pai 


. At 


1 © * 1 

i a ered my y company to that of men and 
Vomen twice my age, and who were eſteemed 
both wiſe and learned. Tour ſpritely converſa - 
non was peculiarly adapted to my diſpoſitions: | 
and to what (pernicious lengths my joy and de: 
light in you 7 570 have er me, L now thugs: 
Jer to ble of : t e e ited 
CNN D A. On Ronnie, 45 moalds eh 
| oil you-—b would have led your docile mind 
chrougk all the puzzling mazes and roving fun- 
cies which I wildly traverſed, and made you as 
| gent a Wretch as no begs your forgiveneſs. 
Pore. It was che error of your judge 
ment, Jir da, and: not a malicious heart, thak 
cauſed your deſite of leading my imagination in 
the ſame, toad with your own: but thankfully; 
muſt I again applaud the goodneſs and wiſdom 
of the parent under whom I Was educated, ank 
the * of God in preſerving me from ſuch 
evils. At the ene age of ſix; years old I loſt 
my father; yet bis precepts were the principal 
foundation of 1 the inſtructions I afterwards! 
received: for young as was; he perceived (he: 
ſaid) the openings of a lively imagination $/ 
Which, if 3 into a right channel, would 
turn to my advantage, ood be a real blefling 3 
but if left to rove in the bewildered paths of 
error would only ſerve to render my life a tu 
multuous hurricane, and would. be indeed my 

greateſt curſe. He: leſt it as a requeſt to my 
mother, that I'mightihave-all che learning I was; 
capable of attaining; and this for a very uncom-: 
mon reaſon ;: namely, that I might not look up 
tp it with a prepoſterous admiration, as if it was 
ſomething dwelling in the clouds, and the whole 
center of true idee 8118 ene "men; 
81 : e e 


( 166 Ny 
too high an 3 0 flaty: 
and ernlvty advantages ſeems Whole drife 
of an eminent * ethical heathen writer; how 
much more then ſhould”a chriſtian lock with an 
. mdifference on the trifling” acquiſitions which 
are no way productive of the happineſs promiſed 
by his Saviour! My father kindly reſolbed that 
| I ihduld not have the Herculean Habour of 
cleanſing the Augean ſtable, or What is much 
worle; à corrupted mind. He toon care theres 
fore in the beginning, that wrong principles, the 
fouleſt of corruption, ſhould not be planted in 
my young and tender bofom. - mother 
made it her whole employment to follow the 
directions of a 'betoyed hufband in Her care 6f 
the only offspring of their mutual love. Sue 
taught me to cultivate ſimpheity, and to 
my mind againſt every the \fonalleſt degree of 
affectation. The fear of falſe ridicule was from 
my infancy plucked up by the roots'; for ſuch a 
fallacious timidity puts it in the power of every. 
buffbon delighter in burleſque to damp each 
riſing virtue, and to drive us into vice by o 
want of courage to ſtand an illc placed laughter. 
Although a wilful i ighorance, ard the perverſely 
ſhutting my eyes againſt any inſtruQion; would 
have been highly reprimanded in me, yet was T 
taught fearleſſy and * a bluſh, where no 
ſuck obſtinacy was im the mind, to ufe the words! 
6e cannot relln r For indeed it is the fear off 
. pronouncing "theſe! few! dreaded words, that 
frightens half mankind-from ever attaining an . 
real knowledge. Inſtead of being terrified wit 
the fear of being made a dupe, I was told char 
ſhame only properly belonged to the having acted 
a OY eee e another 
ks n, | et, 


It was my Rather dere a my mother's. 
practice to prevent the entrance of error, and 
then they made no doubt but truth would find 
room to inhabit my well taught mind. Ano- 
ther reaſon which my father gave for having me 
inſtructed in as many languages as my memory 
could retain was, that I might be à real agree- 
able companion as a wife to any man of ſenſe. 
It was impoſſible for Portia at preſent to pro- 
ceed one word farther ; for the CRX in a loud 
horſe laugh all at once elamoured forth Ab- 
ſurd! ridiculous! a learned woman a fit wife 
for any man! Then Clodio, ſtepping forward 
from the crowd, with a ſneer aſked Portia, ſince 
ſhe had now profeſſed heyſelf (as he ſaid) a 
_ LEARNED lady, whether ſhe IN 25 c 
. wiſh of Martial, 74 | 


H non abr ane, 
« Aye, ery'd another—ſo ſay 1, ” 


5 it aon doit iſſima eur 7 


The fe trite quotation was 1 by 
every one amongſt them who had retained enough 


of his ſchool learning to underſtand its meaning- 


and the women, as ſoon as by a whiſper they 
had got the interpretation of Clodio's Latin 2 
tence, joined alſo in the chorus, by ſaying If 
Il was a man I am certain I 3 ardently = 
es cry Ooty. | 


Good heaven defend) me from a learned wife 1 


If ouereaders have a euriolity to know we 
__ anſwer 


I 


K) 


5 dither Portia made to all the telling fa och | 


| Vas at preſent uttered by the CRT, we cannot 
give them that ſatis faction. But if they would 


know ſome of her real thoughts, and the anſwer 

© © tthe could have made to Clodio, had it been poſ- 

__ - ſible for her to have been heard, it had been As 
 follows- = 

Very little advantage (thought Portia) ſhould 

5 have gained by my learning or knowledge of 

any kind, if to every retailer of ſuch common- 


place wit (with quotations miſunderſtood alſo 
and miſapplied) 1 could not with the utmoſt 


| pleaſure lay. nearly 1 mm. the words of Cordelia 175 


- 


ROOT: ain Lea, 


Peace be with Fe : 
Since hat TY of ignorance are his DOORS. 
L ſhall not be his wife Fi ion 


OO 2 


But theſe were ob the thong which paſſed 


within Portia's mind, for ſhe deemed. their rude 
mirth not worthy an anſwer. As ſoon there- 


fore as the CRY had enjoyed all their jokes, 


and laughed themſelves weary, ſhe, without 


taking the leaſt notice of their obfervations, 
continued the account ne had began of her 


own education. 3 


Pok TIA. My: father not only deſigned my 


learning as a means of being a companion to a 


man of xz aL underſtanding, but to prevent my 


being ſought after by any other. Or ſhould it 
be my fate, he ſaid, not to meet with any man 
that had diſcernment enough to know, that real 
well-choſen learningand true underſtanding muſt 
as ſurely direct the mind to a proper CS, 
as. a Amin and half ee . 
We 
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4 163.) 
drive it on to affect 1 - or. «who 1 
not greatneſs of mind enough to rejoice in a 
wife's perfeCtions, without any mixture of. pal- 
try envy 3, that I might nor, when the, natural 
viyacity of youth was flown, grow into a ſtupid 
lump of inanity : that, from want of means to 
employ my own mind agreeably, I might not 
be Forced. on the trifſing practice of goſliping 
about other peoples affairs, and become not on- 
ly a burthen to myſelf, but a peſt of ſociety. 
Theſe were my father's reafons for his directions 
concerning. my education in that point, and 
moſt religioaſly did my mether obſerve them. 
Yet as my, learning languages (eſpecially as it 
was my chief delight) muſt naturally lead me 
into reading the moſt admired ancient authors, 
the greateſt care was taken to ſhut out from my 
boſom .philoſophic pride; and I was early in- 
ſtructed to place the height of my admitation 
of meer human wiſdom in Sacrates, who with- 
out divine ;alfiſtarice had diſcovered the fallacy - 
and narrow bounds of alt mortal knowled 4 
My home was to be the chriſtian faith j into which 
J was baptized; and all my truſt was to be pla- 
ced in the revelation of God. As this ſituple 
truth was to be the ſum of all my wiſdom, Four | 
cannot wonder, O Cylinda, at my mother's 
flying with me even to the ends of the earth, 
1 1 br avoid the alluring bait of your 
agreeable friendſhip. But if you attend to the 
emainder of what I 1 prowiled t to impart to this 
aſſembly, I may, as I think I fee your heart 
ſoftene and willing to receive the impreſſion of 
truth, happily tead you from all your perplex- 
ing errors, and be truly your friend in the moft 
Yaluable ſenſe of that Poor word, ſo often pro- 
„ e . ein 1 * £4 67 5 * Atitutes 
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tue ED coming from the mods of thof 


who know no other leagues but ſuch as are built 
on deceitful flattery and treacherous cunning. 


Cylinda was able to anſwer Portia for ſome 


"Sme only by flowing tears: but as ſoon as her 
words could find a 


concern her kindeſt friend; "for ſuch,. with her 


permiſſion, ſhe' now preſumed to call her. She 


was not, ſhe ſaid, ſo loſt to miſery, but ſhe 
_ hoped he could receive ſome pleaſure in hear- 
Ing of that happineſs in Para, which the had 
like to have deſtroyed. 


But as well might the ſweet aigtifagate 4 at. 


"tempt to be heard by his liſtening mate, when 
the loud thunder and the daſhing rain is ſpouting 
from the heavens, as for Portia to proceed with 
her narration, or Cylinda to give the wiſhed at · 
tention- For the Cn had been ſo ſtung to the 
_. quick 
Ach baffled and contradifted their frequent 
2 that ſhe was not that diſturber of their 
ce 2 learned woman, that they again roſe 
into the moſt violent of uproars. They forgot 
their eager expectation of holding Cylinda in 
their graſp; and, unmindful of ſome of their 


former commendations fell into as, ſtrong an 


abuſe of her, as. if ſhe had been even Portia 


Herſelf; and this for no other part of her fan- 
taſtic life, than her having that fearning, which, 
While ſhe made no other uſe of it than the gra- 
tification of her pride, was their higheſt admi- 
ration. They again repeated all their trite re- 


flexions on 5 ns having more knowledge 
than they themſe 


_ them; 4. (for it is an — a with the 
6 RY, 


aſſage, ſhe expreſſed herſelf | 
moſt highly interefted | 2 any thing that. could 


by Portia's account of her education, 


ves thought proper to allow 


big; of the ſame e 


Wert 'Y 
car, never to let the particular ſubjeQs paſs 


jn converſation, without uttering the ſame worn» 


out wittieiſms which they have before twenty 


times repeated) and they ended their obſerva- 
tions with an affirmation, that learning ever 


was, and ever would be, the ruin of ALL Wo- 


men whopoſleffed it. 


11 


ed ſolely to n 
very preſence was hate 


vhich 41 they intend- 
145 that one — 

ul to their eyes. The 
buſtle and hum amongſt the CRV was ſo great, 
the clamor roſe to ſuch am height, and they - 
chaffed about the hall in ſuch a manner, that 
even Una's voice would with difficulty Have col- 
lected them again into one body. The dif- 
cour "at this time therefore broke off. Una 
retired, and the ſcene cloſed till the next meet 
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on epic poetry hath given the prefer- 

ence to the writer of the epopeẽ before either 
the hiſtorian or the philoſopher; and this under 
the ſanction of Ariſtotle's own opinion : who 
mentions alſo ſuch a ſpecies of writing as the 
comic epic, of which Homer himſelf is ſaid to 
have left an example which was unhappily loſt, 
“ and that we have no more inſtances of it a- 
< mongſtthe writers of antiquity (lay s an inge - 
« nious * author) is perhaps owing to the loſs 


J of this great pattern; which, had it ſurvived, 


< might have found its imitators equally with 
be the other poems of this great original.” 
The comic epic (ſays the before inegtioned 
French writer) differs from the grave epic, ina(- 
much as it requires not ſuch importance of ſub- 
ject, nor need it be founded on a known fact: 
the ſtory as well as the characters being left os 
AS; 9 wy 4 . £ 
» Prefice to 1 oſeph Andrews, 5 


— 


5 & 105 » 
1 echten of the comic poet. * Cha: 
4 rafter; (continues he) is no leſs the ſoul or 
« the hero and of the action (in the 'epopee} 
«5 {8 the fable is of the poem, and conſe. 
* quently. ſcems to ee a any" no leſs ex- 
« 4 © 
As our readers are to be unden de 
kind alone, what can we offer to their view ſo 
agreeable as a true and natural repreſentation of 
themſelves? Both the poet and the painter max 
diverſify the ſituation. and embelliſmments of 
their pictures at pleaſure; but when the one 


copies human eountenances, and the other hu- : 


man minds, they muſt each take care to preſerve L 


an exact reſemblance to their originals. i : 
When we fee a picture where the features 
and the due proportions all combine to repreſent 
a human face, we acknowledge the truth of the 
portrait; that is, its likeneſs: to nature, the 
and original, altho” we are unacquainted with 


the individual for whom it was drawn. But if 


the painter ſhould animate the countenance to 
ſuch x height, that the charaQeriſtic he intends 
ſhould - . from the ee _—_ ah b | 
top'dIis.artj [ore bot tht £ 
The analogy which this poet- 3 in th N 
bears to the Painter is too ee 0 5 gta 
an application. 3 
It is declared by the above eritic 0 bolt a. 
thority we, believe will be eſteemed very little 
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. Jy caractere n'eſt pas moins Lame du heros et t de 


toute action, que la fable Teſt du poeme; et par 


conſequent. il ſemble exiger une nee auſh ExActe. | | | 
Boſſu Traite 1 a iv. ch. % ny LDL 
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40 of vie epic conſiſts in the MM edel 


4e lence of the chief perſonage. But as the 


Characters of the comic epic are not, like thoſe 
of the grave epic, to be known Perſons or he. 


roes, but the invention of the poet, on to the 


* of che latter that this ene ſeems to 


peculiarly addreſs d. 


That the chief perſonage of the comic ſhould | 
be. endued with: virtue and excellence, ſeems 
maſt palpably evident, in order to gain the at- 
ttention of a par we _ 2 eee the 
Spportuni energizin e pleaſing ation 

12 5 of love os affeRtion, ver of the ridicu- 
lous is to be admitted into ſuch works ſhould 
be found amongſt the under characters, or what 


15 properly called epiſodes. The principal fi- 
gures in our view ſhould give us leave to exer- 


Aiſe our eſteem; otherwiſe by what means can 
we be concerned for their diſtreſs, rejoice at 
cheir 3 or be anxious for the event of 

their ſtory? 


To travel through a a wholework only to Hugh 


| nt the chief companion allotted us is . inſup- 
le burthen. And we ſhould i imagine that 
the reading of that incomparable piece of hu- 


mour left us by Cervantes can give but little 


pleaſure to thoſe perſons who: can extract no 
other entertainment or emolument from it than 
5 laughing at Don Quixote's reveries, and ſympa- 


in the malicious joy of the maid at the 


| : Fe inn, When ſhe had confined the poor knight in 


painful durance, by tying him up to che window 
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less 9 


boch A on dads ſmall hold: and A dong 


and beautiful repreſentation; of 4 man nature, = 


exhibited in Don Quixote*s madneſs i in one point, 


and extraordinary good fenſe in every other; is 
indeed very much throyn away on ſuch! ane 


25 conſider him only as the object of their mirt .- 


Nor leſs underſtoed is dhe charafter;of, arſon | 


Adams in Joſeph Andrews, by thoſe perſons, 
the n — 
ing the bacon in his pocket, (with ſome oddneſſ. 


who, fixing their ers e. % 


es in his behaviour, and -pecukarities, in his 


dreſs); think proper to overlook the noble ſim- 


plicity of his mind, with the other innumerable 


beauties of his character; Which, to thoſe 
who can 1anderſiand. TE WORD,'TO, THE 


w1SE;.arc\placed-in the moſt conſpicuous view. 


That the ridiculers of parſon Adams are de- 


ſigned to be the proper 707 of ridieule (and 
not that innocent man bigaſelf ) is a truth which 
the author hath in; many places ſet in the moſt 
glaring — er 7 IK 0 de 


„ 
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* „J8deph⸗ Aides; book! in>ehap. 7.6 Nhe cha- : 
rafters are an old half pay officer, a dull poet, a 
W fiddler, An a __ German Cdancing-waller.” 
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then induce them to join the mirthful chorus; 


4 1750 
ever mature FTE fit” for reaping en their own 
eſtates, without being wens n To! any of their 
neighbours. SOBER GOT not of Los 


The greateſt tien g 415-4000/ ; 12 5 abr We 4 


_ oddneſſes and Peesatittes, which are indeed 
food for mirth and Ppleafanuy: hut the honeſt 
Hughs which they create in the judicious ard. 

benevolent: mind are ſuch; as their Own eandor 


| (if they are truly great men) will: readily excuſe; 
and their good humour, if they have any, will 


and the reſult muſt be the charm of: univerſal 
_ chearfulneſs and innocent mirth. We are very 
apt t to do as mahifeſt an injury to comic Writers, 
25 we do the characters 3 and be. 
cauſe they here and there properly embelliſh 


their pictures with riſible figures, we want to 


% 


turn the whole into farce, by deſiring to ſee no- 
thing but tlie groteſque : we we mes in every 


page to mect irh ſuch jeſts as ſhall diſtort: our 


features into a broad grin; otherwiſe;: let them 
paint the moſt agreeable images of human na- 
ture, let them ever ſo accurately ſearchethe in- 
moſt receſſes of the human heart, there is 2 
general outcry ſet up age inſt chem, that -they 
are ſpiritleſs and dull! , t 104 -taff; 

But indignation at hs; aten daher than 


ignorant abſurdities, which we have heard vented 


on honeſt parſon Adams, bath led us into a 
much wider digreſſion than we at firſt intended. 
To return therefore a the ſubject of character 
in general. r ; 

When an author hanfockices his as to/the 
acquaintance of a character with which his ima- 
gination is warmed, his whole ſoub is delighted; 
uny with RS he cannot e en the time 
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playing at a kind of faney'd friendſhip: how 


ſenſibly muſt he feel the difappointment, if on 


| = * 5 1 e 
me Y bad giren, ins erg d ah 


IJ 


| 15 4730 15 1 
| every one who ſaw it RO out that it had 
the face of an angel; yet w the human fea. 


Human countenance: but ſhould he exert his 
Axt only a little way in the road to deformity, 

the human countenance would ſoon be loſt, and 
We ſhould pronounce the hideous caricature 
ſtrongly to reſemble ſome beaſt: we ſhould be 
truck with the idea of the fierceneſs of a lion, 
the flyneſs of a fox, the laſciviouſneſs of a goat, 
Sc. As we find therefore, that the character- 
Aſtick of the outward man will be much eaſier 
e when joined to the higheſt beauty, 
than when tack'd fo deformity below his ſpecific 


we not readily ſuppoſe it to be juſt the ſame 
Face? -- COLL £ e 

Mere we > caretally' 10 eaminte and extract the 
opinions from the greateſt geniuſes and the moſt 
accurate judgments, we ſhould perhaps find 
them all agree, that characters are not ſo mix'd 
_ as on a -curſory view they may appear. And al- 
tho? it might be abſurd to aſſert that any man is 


no abſurdity i in declaring, that everyindi- 

| au ofſeſſed of rationality is abſolutely in the 
| path 'to goodneſs, or in the road to corruption. 
Boſſu s from Ariſtotle ſays, that what conſti- 


choi ce 


ny „ — e que 1 0 on nt, et e der ue 10 on 
* enſuite d' une deliberation... 4 a 
Les mceurs ſont mauvaiſes, lorſque les reſolutions 


1 on * ſont mauyaiſes 3 et "que les'meeurs ſont 
| bonnes 


tures were preſeived; it old ſtill reſemble the 


nature; ; and that tis a much more difficult taſk 
to paint above nature than below it; why ſhould 


in Painting the N arenen e of the human | 


1 d bad, or completely good; yet there is 


utes the 4080 or v actions of a TG is the 


2 


2 
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choice which he ARGS; and that deſire which 
he gratifies from the reſult of deliberation- 
Thus, continues he, the manners; are evil 


, the reſolutions are good.“ SI QHIES 


"+ 
xz 


this yet more clear and intelligible. Was a 


_ poſed end: 85 if on 


- year » BW ITT AW a; n 


— 


« when the reſolutions on which they ar form- 
« ed are evil; aud the manners are oon when : 


If then it be true, that mite is let at liberty | 
by choice and deliberation to fix on his; own 
path, nothing is more demonſtrable than that he 
ean chooſe but one road at a time. An illuſtra- 
tion from the objects of our ſenſes will make 


man to mount on horſeback in order to go from 
Cobham to London, whilſt he purſues bis pro- 
per path he by every N arrives nearer his pur- 
firſt ſetting out he turns his 
horſe's head towards Guilford, and ſpurs on in 
the Portſmouth road, altho* he ſhouldi ſwear 
with the utmoſt vehemence- that: his journey 


would en; in London, yet will he never arrive 


f thither, till by conviction of being in the wrong 
1 he is prevailed on to turn into the right road. 
The traveller in this caſe would be called mad, 


clination, hath choſen. There appears to be 


on but two us maſter paſſions or movers n the 
So Mb 3 EH 3+ NOS: ;: 


who, whilſt he was viſibly ſpurring his horſe to- 
8 | 
i wards Portfmonth, ſhould aſſert that he was 
| journeying full ſpeed towards London: Jet in 
what concerns the human mind, every man ex- 
Des to be allow'd in his perfect ſenſes, whilſt | 

. by various fallacies he endeavours to prove that 
e *f2 be the only true path to perfection which he 


bimſelf, through ſome favourite paſſion or in- 


ne Boge bee! s Senden bent bomes Boſſi, | 
| Ev. iv. Sag 6c: | 
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Human mind, namely, Love and ir. 
And what conſtitutes the beauty or deformity of 
man's character is the choice he makes under 
which banner he determines to enliſt himſelf: 
but there is a ſtrong diſtinction between differ- 
ent degrees i in the ſame thing, and a mixture of 
two contraries. Thus a man may be more or 
leſs proud; but if PRIDE be his characteriſtic, 
he cannot be a good man. So. a man may be 
more. or leſs. attracted by love, and rouzed to 
benevolent actions; but whilſt- he preſerves 
' Love as the charaRteriſtic of his mind, By can- 
25 e nachad man 
But we here ſpeak of che e 5 o 
minant paſſion in his ſoul; for the being enſna- 
red by temptation into the temporary gratifica- 
tion of appetites is TO foreign to the . 
Len purpoſe, e . 
The 3 of an incongruous mixture 
in real characters ariſes from the narrow limits 
of mortal perfection. It is an old obſervation, 
that the extremes of vice border on virtue, and 
the extremes of virtue run into ® vice. There 
are certain exuberances or excreſcences in the 
5 mind, as well as in the body, which flow from 
| over-fulnefs, and, in both eaſes, are the cauſe 
X hurtful diſcaſes:: but the mental or bodily 
phyſician, who cannot diſtinguiſh between a di- 
ſtemper ariſing from too great repletion, and a 
fault in the vital ſtamina, would deſervedly in- 
_ cur the cenſure of being an * quack,” and 
no other than : a meer mounteb e 
3717 * e | of ET 155 8 The 5 


\ 


f s Infant ſapiens nomen ferat, =quus iniqui, 5 
„Den quam * eſt virtutem ſi petat ipſam. 


Hor. 1205 6. v. '5. 


author himſelf. Supipoſing therefore, that, 


Ns lifeleſs body 72 a0 chant in agg terms 


15 175 * 
ut ke ee of love may ſwell into fond 
 partiality, but ſtill the vital root of the ſoul may 
remain clear and uneorrupted. The heart actu- 


ated by ſtrong affections may, from a deſire of 


enjoying unallayed ſocial happineſs; exuberate 


into too niee a reſinement; for by graſping ax 


more exalted and finer pleaſures. than-fall to the 


lot of mortals, it oftentimes: Kenner the. very 


| happineſs it ſecks. 


On a careful examinvriion: it wit; we believe, 
be found, that moſt of the favourite and exem- 
plary characters of Homer, Virgil, Milton, 
Spenſer, and Shakeſpear, have no other cha- 
racteriſtie but what we call love; and ' tis full 
as evident, that pride rages in the minds of all 


thoſe characters which they have marked with 
_ their cenſure, and painted, it may be preſumed, 


as ſo many ſeare crows to fright mankind from 
We their examples. olg af. 24 
Men of learning and pen, un 1 


Vritten on the ſubject of character, chiefly/inf 
on tlie neceſſity of its congruity and ry 


in all its parts. And that in ſo eminent a de- 
gree, that the judieibus reader ought to know | 


What the chief character in any wor of the ĩma - 
— gination will naturally perform according to wa 


ſituation he is thrown: into, as well as doth t 


ten reading through 7 Iliad to the twenty 5 


cond. book, we ſhould then find the two ſpeech- 
es of Hector and Achilles, immediately preced- 


ing the combat, tranſpoſed, and each given to 


the wrong perſon: ſuppoſe Hector was to taunt 
Achilles, and with proud and rageful threats of 
the ignominy with: which he intended to treat 
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was to'defire that a decent interment might be 


the lot of the conquer'd; what reader would 


ndt think that Homer was gone mad, or that a 


miſtake had remained in the copy from Homer's 


days even to this preſent time? Where the read. 


er cannot thus form an almoſt unerring judg- 


ment, the character drawn by the writer muſt 


be vague, and muſt alſo baffle all our enquiries 
concerning its eharacteriſtic; for this very plain 
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A proud man, tis true, may ſometimes let 


ſome [mall ſparks of humanity appear in his bo- 


om; but then he muſt be taken in the inſtant 


when his pride is ſatisfied, before he hath time 
to ſtart a freſh purſuit : and this carries with it 


only a proof of the truth of that vulgar obſerva- 
tion, “ that the d- himſelf is good /wh en he 


i 


25 is leaſed.” | Siet 
8 


A full exemplifi eation of this may be ſeen in 


he behaviour of the Greciun hero after the death 
"of the noble Trojan: for Achilles, when he 


had ſated his fury and glutted his raging pride, 


by inhumanly dragging the dead body of the 
brave Hector at his chariot wheels round the 


Walls of Troy; when he beheld the old and: 
Feeble king Priam proſtrate at his feet, implore- 
Ang: with à füppliant's voice; that he might be 


Permitted to lay this the laſt of almoſt fifty 
Haughtered ſons decently in the grave, he was 


touched with juſt 'compaſſion enough to make 


him'condeſcend'to grant the mighty boon! But 


Homer was too judicious to ſuffer even this mite 


of compaſſion to ereep into his furious breaſt, till 
his rage was glutted, and his whole mind filled 
with the thoughts of Priam's miſery cauſed by 


bis 


: %, 


there is indeed no ſueh thing to be 


170% 
bis own ſuperior fores of arms. 
wiſh. .(as, Cordelia ſays in king Lear) that f 
ENEMY: 3 po THAT HAD BIT. ME: ſhould: 
fer the milery,, which is nece 1 1. kindle 
fpark of compaſſion: in ſuch minds: 4 
Achilles ſeems to have a-ſtrong friend 
Patroclus, yet had Patroclus. by any i dvertent 
ſtep, and without the leaft deſign, piqued the 
pride of this his friend; I da not (as the 
children ſay) have been in his coat for the Whole 
price at which ! value my life itſelf. 
Poets and philoſophers undoubtedly W 
their images of characters from experience and 
obſervation on nature. From the higheſt ge- 


niuſes amongſt the poets, and the moſt pene- 


_ rating judgments amongſt the philoſophers, it 
might, we believe, be fairly deduced, that it 
was their opinion that the principal bent of a 
man's mind, which we properly call his cha- 
racteriſtic, aud which neceſſarily hath an influ- 
ence on- all bis actions, is intirely GOOD or 
5 *. 

But to leave ſecking teſtimony from poets or 
philoſophers, and to fly to a more indubitable 
fancyons.  - 

God is Love, fo the ſacred writings, and 
that the eſſence of the devil is PRIDE may fair 
hy, and without any far- feteh'd ſtrain, be dedu- 
ced from the fame divine authority. The ſame 
Spirit. alſo teſtifies, that we cannot ſerve God 
and Mammon. 


Let this be but illuſtrated by ſenſible Rv 


and all its force will. be immediately apparent: 


for whilſt the kings of France and England (al- 
tho? both of the ſame ſpecies) are engaged in a 
| 1 5 . mutual. 
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O RTIA 72 Pert . to 
Cylinda, as briefly as poſlible, the 
, circumſtances of her life, which 

: PR neceſlary. for her underſtand- 


ing the enfuing part, ſhe thus pro- 
"ceeede in her narration. 


: _ PonTta: But now we mult . change the 


ſbene,, for Ferdinand is no. Jonger in England, 
His: brother Oliver had for a long time daily en- 
creaſed in his murmurs that Ferdinand and Gar- 


* 


Pe = | delia 


- 


— 


(6-386), ” 
delia Sie their father of his allowance : yet 
. nothing could have leſs foundation than Wen a 
fun The unbappy ſtraitness of their; cir. 
umſtances ſometimes embittered the chearful- 
eſs which. would otherwiſe: have reigned chin their 
converſation: For Nicanor, who had been uſed 
to the indulgence of all his paſſions and appe- 
tites, could not well bear the leaſt reſtraint in 
his pleaſures without a peeviſh moroſeneſs of 
temper ; to prevent which the vi Nane! Cordelia 2 
bj her prutent management, o oben mags 
pearance of plefity in the houſe of Penury : 
the denied herſelf any gratification, in das ahh to 
enable her to delight and gratify her father: and 
as one of his chief pleaſures ſeemed to ariſe 
from the goodneſs of his ſon Oliver in making 
him a yearly allowance; Cordelia, whenever 
it was in her power, hid from her father '$ know- 
ledge the extreme ſtraitneſs of their pattern „ or 
the inſufficiency of Oliver's allowance for eden 
bare neceſſaries. This indeed ſhe was in ſome 
maeaſure enabled to do by the aſſiſtance of a 
4 friend of hers, who to the utmoſt of her 
ſmall abilities (which equalled not a tenth of 
* Oliver's opulence) and with a ſincere injunction 
of ſecrecy, ſupplied Cordelia with, the means 
for their more comfortable ſubſiſtence. ks =. 
Oliver ceaſed not his murmurs and reproach- 
es againſt Ferdinand, nor falled to take every 
opportunity of venting his Inward: malignity, 
Tall . who u was foo fe adolent: o make any 
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* Shes our Pas d in not 1 the a; : 
Cordelia s generous friend, we think it incumbent ou 
us, as writers of true hiſtory, to inform. our: readers 

that it was no other than Portia berſelf. 33 
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firict examination, partly gave credit to the in- W | 
_ ſinuations of -Oliver'3-and; the world in general Il 

greedily ſwallowed any cenſures on a character INE 

So: ſubtil was the management of Oliver, that _ 
he could ſwell a trifle beſtowed from eaſe ane 
plenty into the appearance of the greateſt ge- 
neroſity. Ferdinand could never talk the lan- 
guage ef 6IVING to his father: whilſt Oliver | 
could nevet for one moment drop the idea of | 
his own property, and eenſequently held always 
ready at hand ſome gontrivanee to raiſe the ſame 
idea in the minds of okh ers 
Ferdinand, thus reproached, diſtreſſed, and 
ealumniated, reſolved on a trial of enhancing 
his fortune in another climate, where he hoped 
at leaſt that he ſhould not be perſecuted by an 
human creature reſembling: Oliver. For altho* - 
he was poſſeſſed of as great a degree of candor 
as ever yet inhabited a human breaſt ; yet eould 

he not avoid ? ſeeing, : and conſequently grieving 7 
N from his ſoul, at the heavy load of the six ie 
f srRA, Which reigned and triumphed in his bro- 

mieer's boſom, : He had laboured with his utmoſt 
abilities to; open his brether's eyes: he had ſet - 
before him,; in all the various ſhapes that ever 
was invented, man's true intereft, and the oniyx 
purfuit Which is really worth his care. But Oli- 
ver reſolutely baffled all ſuch endeavours; and 
when he was deſiredito fly the wretched,flayery 
in his breaſt, he only embtaced them the eloſer: 
and when Ferdinand, from the ſincerity of his 
heart, was willing to have introduced the px x+ 
RA into his brother's boſom, and to have neun 
him how much more ſolid happineſs it would 
an > pe 


* 182 y 

produce, than even the ſucceſs of ten thoukind! 
_ Gnifter views; Oliver, inſtead of being eonvinoed, 
ſtirred up the TV n to outward! rage 3 
him: yet hilft he felt their ſharpeſtſtings wit 
my he poſitiwely abjured their acquaintances 8 

Portia, in her lift defcriptior of what paſſed 
in the mind of the two brothers, purpoſely uſed 
all the expreſſions of the EXTRA, the INI 
STR AB and the urs in order; but of an 
innocent curioſity, to ſee*how eee 
receive thoſe uneommon terms, as they had 
never been explained to her, and as it is 
robable ſhe never heard them in bee "manner 
epplied %% ̃— ann rmeuinof] 


Portia was not tics leaft bettet in Ber ex- 
peftulions z for ſhe obſerved that Cylinda hear- 


kened to her with a ſortof earneft attention, a8 
if the could not at firſt quite follow-hey ideas; 5; 
dut it was rot long before ſhe ſhewed bycan in 


telligent ſmile, that Portia's meaning, in her- 


new and expreſſive words, was perfectly clear 
and intelligible- For Cyliada had too penetra- 


ting a head to want any farther explanation than 


we context fbr new terms *roperly-applied 3. 


and too much real *good-humour not to be 1 
8 i any fach- innocent exertion "Of he 


. 2 


PORT IA. Perdi abt Bad by e Kind- 5 


hoſe heaped-coals of fire on his brother's head: 
Great kindneſs indeed® (burſt forth from the 
mouth-of the GV) cou, beggar beſtow on a 
a a manwho ſupported bim with bfead!? 


PoxriA. Great kindneſſes are very poſſi . 
to be beſtowed; where the power of confetring 


e cuniary favours. are abſolutely wanting; and 
 bordid are thoſe minds whieh make- Mammor-ſo 


much 


—— 


muck their god as to worſhip no other deity; 
No friendly offices that were in his power did 
Ferdinand ever omit towards his brother; but 
the s1NnrsTRA within Oliver's breaſt fo changed 
_ their property, that inſtead of melting they ra- 
ther even to harden his ſtubborn heart. Fer- 
dinand. therefore judiciouſly reſolved, for the fu- 
ture part of his life, to avoid company in which 
| he could neither give nor receive any pleaſure; 
He had a friend named Sebaſtian, whoſe firſt- 
couſin Alcander was in an emment and opulent 
ſtation in Barbadoes: this friend offered to fur. 
_niſh Ferdinand with all neceſſaries, and to give . 
him letters of recommendation to his couſin 
Alcander, if he would undertake ſuch a voyage 
in order to ſeek his fortune. This propoſal. 
was highly agreeable to Ferdinand: for as he 
could not help knowing himſelf to be+the prin- 
_ .. eipal object of - Oliver's malice (although he 
could not trace all its deep workings ' againſt 
Him) he rejoiced in an opportunity of removing 
as far as poſſible from the place, where he muſt 
be daily reffecting on fo melancholy a-conſide- 
ration as that of a brother's unworthinefs: The 
| truth. of which nothing but glaring. inſtances 
. could have forced into his unſuſpecting boſom, 
and abſence alone was capable of: baniſhing it 
from his thoughts. But notwithſtanding all the 
outcries that Oliver thought fit to make, that 
Ferdinand was a burthen to his father, and that 
he himſelf was the old gentleman's only ſup- 
port; yet all theſe outeries were intended for no 
other purpoſe than to make Ferdinand, if poſ- 
ſible, feel the ſharpneſs of ſuch reproaches. The 
a removal of Ferdinand, therefore, muſt be the 
greateſt diſappointment to Oliver's ſchemes ; for 
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it was not kis brother': s abſence; but his miſery 
that he ſought. - T hat-Ferdinand ſhould be poor 


Was his delight, as he flattered' himſelf he Karel 


by that means reduce him to dependence and: 
_ flavery. The only happineſs Oliver could p pro- | 
poſe to himſelf ! in this life was the making | h is- 
bother acknowledge him his ſuperior... Minds 
directed by the SENTSTR A are actuated by no 
other motive but that of executing ſome. 9 
on the objects of their envy; nor gan : 
joy the leaſt pleaſure by any other 7 85 5 | 
though Oliver, im his brother's, poverty and want 


of outward advantages, could pick up a few 


crumbs of comfort, yet his: enyy. bad: taken 
deeper root. The true sENIS TRA ſoars bove, : 
and leaves the little miſſes the paltry Vanity of 
envying out ward ornaments. It was his honeſty 
of heart, his generoſity of temper, and his other 
.amiable qualities, that rendered Ferdinand the 
{fitteſt object in the world for the « e = rep of 
the TunB A within the breaſt of Oliver. And. 


that Ferdinand chanced to be his brother was- 


4 ſtrong additional incitement to Mk cat] for 
ahe SINESTRA, is always. | 2 


* 


. 
[x * 1 1 5 


a * be: 
1:3. 4:3 
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= rh 47 The n nearer in blood, "ther nearer e. 12 


bs which the Tagen Abel felt a 5 to 1754 
VV of his brother Cain, it never hath, 285 | 


any other object on which to exer ee cruelt 
but the DEXTRA.,, 


Oliver now exerted 728 utmolk art to prevent 
Ferdinand from ſetting out on his intended 


voyage: for, beſides loſing him out of his ſight,. | 
5 odds being: therefore. not e to ne and or- 


ment: 


| | Te 180 50 | 
ment him,; be conſidered that his brotherꝰs pro- 
ſperity might poſſibly be the event of ſuch a 
Rep. This muſt be a dreadful conſideration to 
Oliver ; for the everlaſting motto of a mind in- 
habited by the ruR ERA is, „Evil, be thou my 
* good.“ And the man who fays, Evil, be thou 
my good, and, Pride, be thou my pleaſure; | 
muſt ſay at the ſame time, Mifery, be thou my 
| pappinels, ; : 
One of the een Oliver made ah of; to. 
435 Ferdinand from his purpoſe was, changing 


the outery of his being a burthen to his father, 


into an accuſation that he cared for no one but 
bimſelf; and from a narrow ſelfiſh defire of re- 
moving far from the diſtreſs of his family, that 
he intended eruelly to abandon his father in his 
old age, without the leaſt compaſſion or remorſe; 
juſt at a time too, as he farther inſinuated, when 
Ferdinand knew that he himſelf: could not much 
longer ſupport his family: he had ſtruggled to 
the utmoſt; he ſaid, and had ruined biefelF to 
keep them all in idleneſs. I his falſehood 
Oliver impudently aſſerted, although it was well 
known. that he indulged himſelf frequently at 
his oun chambers, or at a tavern, in the moſt 
voluptuous repaſts; for he was rather in his diſ- 
poſition extravagant than covetous: but not leſs 
than four or five days in a week would he paſs 
in his father's houſe, denying himfelf the lux- 
urious way of life he loved, and partaking of 
thoſe ſcanty meals which · his allowance afforded 
to his family, rather than he would ſuffer en 
to enjoy themſelves from his abſence. 
Melantha (although for different reaſons) was 


as earneſtly deſirous as Oliver himfelf to prevent 


F bb Os "OE abroad. She ey 
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ech that my heart was too conftantly-fixediow! 
Ferdinand, for her eaſily to find any other ob- 
Jet of my affections on whom to fix her pur- 
ſuit in order to gratify her vanity, and; as ſhe 
Mill hoped; to triumphover me as arival: with- 
out ſuch a purſuit, Melantha Wwould think herſelf 
quite undone. Beſides, the mixture of her in- 
clination of Ferdinand (vhich accompanied her 
vanity) intirely ſwallowed up all confideration 
for his welfare; and like the famous Egyptian 
queen ſhe would have ſaid, (had it been put to 
her choice). Stay here witlii me aud die, rather 
than go to the enjoyment of the utmoſt worldly 
proſperity. Oh love! can ſuch a- ſelfiſn wiſh | 
olaim thee as its author? But Melantha had no- 
Mark Antony to deal with, and therefore dared 
not ſpeak out» ſuch glaring: fallacies. She was , 
8 fenſible: that the: eſteem of Ferdinand Was not 
n that manner to be gained She was forced 
therefore to ſubmit to the torment of ſtruggling, 
to ſuppreſs any appearance of the natural bent 
of her own inclinations. Perhaps it would be 
difficult for the moſt artful of men and women, 
who invite the TU RA. to their boſoms, to find 
out a more uneaſy; ſituation than this, of con- 
tinually ſtruggling: under a heavy robe of diſ- 
guiſe. Oh Bedlam, how often could T invite 
thee to open all thy gates; to pour forth all thy 
preſent inhabitants, to enlarge thy territories,. 
and to encompaſs all that part of mankind who 
tay, Exil, be thou my good??? 
But the ſteadineſs of Ferdinand baffled every 
inveigling attempt of Melantha's, and every ſini- 
ſter ſtratagem of: Oliver's. Ferdinand had a cor- 
mankind, accuſtomed: himſelf to hide away 
CEE 1 © faults 
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faults and frailties: but as he could not fill it 
with his own, the failings of his friends filled 
up the-vacancy. Yet would not he ſuffer his 


underſtanding to be fo totally blinded as to put 
any truſt in Oliver: for by reiterated experience _ 


the knowledge of kis brother's malice was not 


eoncealed from him, and he reſolved. by flight _ 


to angie ts m 
Ferdinand talked freely with me of his in- 
tentions of going abroad, and I as freely ad- 
viſed him to perſiſt in thoſe intentions. 
The CRN had been a long time ſilent, for 
they had inwardly been ſympathizing with Oli: 
ver and Melantha, and greatly approving all 
the ſteps taken by the sI NIS TRA in their bo- 
ſoms. But as applauſe, even of their deareſt 
friends, is not very apt to burſt from their lips, 
this their inward. approbation rendered them 


dull and ſtupid, till an imaginary diſcovery of . 


an opportunity for inſulting Portia reſtored them 
to their uſual: pert vivacity ; and with ſeveral 
diſtorted: nods and ſneers they all at once ſig- 
nified their contempt by uttering theſe words, 

Ohl now our platoniſm is come again no-] ¾M ̃ 
ve axe to pretend a joy at being rid of Fer- 
Portia thought to herſelf that they were all 

aA little mad by their ſtrange: concluſions drawn 
from her laſt words: for had not the ruin of 
Ferdinand depended on his ſtay, nothing could 

have been ſo pleaſing to her (and that ſhe had 
often declared) as enjqying his company. 
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MO nba ons ny} P.O K T 1 ” a as: 
AERDINAND.,. as ſoon as he could: ty 
| .make the neceſſary preparations, ſet forth 
en his voyage. The morning that he departed 
Nicanor, Oliver, Cordelia, Melantha, and my 
felf, aſſembled all together to take our leave of 
bim.  Nicanor bleſſed: him; but the frequent 
babble of Oliver in the old gentleman's ears, 
that Ferdinand was wanting to him in filial af- 
fection and duty, had made ſuch an impreſſion 
on his mind, as damped that bleſſing, and ren 
dered it cold: and ſpiritleſs. Oliver inwardly re- 
Joiced at it, but choſe himſelf that day to play 


the part of brotherly fondneſs. He was indeed 
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inwardly vexed, not at parting with an amiable 
brother, but at loſing. an object of his malice. 
His words therefore were not the words of love; 
they were mixed with inſinuated reproaches 
againſt Ferdinand for his being ſo reſolute in his 
purpoſe: and altho” Oliver went ſo far as to 
muſter up a great quantity of tears, yet were 
they accompanied with too much wailing and 
. * to flow from. the only true 

1 | lource, 


* ns. * ax 


"+ 
— 


Jource, à ſoftened and gentle heart. Oliver 
Was in truth acting a part which he was ſo very 
unqualified to perform, that the .moſt common 
penetration could not well be impoſed on by ſo 
glaring Adecepfio n. „„ 
We once thought, ſaid the Cav wich their 

uſual ſneers, that it was af ſign of ſimplicity to 
be dyped ! but now truly all wiſdom conſiſts in 
not being impoſed on by counterfeits ! 
PokriA. I ſhould be very ſorry if I could 
not be impoſed on by a judicious actor, as that 
would imply a ſuſpicion of mind which I abher: 
but raving and ranting, however it may on the 
ſtage attain a thundering acclamation from the 
upper gallery, will never paſs for ſoft ſenſibility _ 
of heart, except on thoſe who have never ex- 
perienced what that ſenſibility really is. Fer- 
dinand ſighed at his father's coldneſs, and plain- 
ty indicated by his looks his exceſſive wearineſs 
of his brother's unmeaning lamentations : for 
however ill calculated noiſe may be to penetrate 
the heart, it is certainly very well adapted to 
ſtun the ſenſes and confuſe the underſtanding. - 
Melantha, whoſe uppermoſt paſſion at pre- 
ſent was the higheſt indignation againſt Ferdi- 
nand, for the double difappointment of both 
her vanity and inclination, ' muſt have a&ed © 
ſuitably to that indignation, had ſhe purſued the 
dictates of her own heart. She muſt have raved 
with paſſion, have loaded Ferdinand with all the _ 
bitter reproaches which the conjunction of two 
ſuch aſſociates as vanity. and inclination gene- 
rally produces. When thoſe were exhauſted, 
ſhe muſt have invoked the aid of tears to aſſiſt 
ber in venting her rage; but ſhe forgot not her 
%%. 2 es „„ reſolution 
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refolificn' of being by Aga and therefore 
Og that 


81 8 —this eternal blazon muſt not be. . 


11 
4 


hilt 1 ſtood pale 1 bebete With languid for. 
row, exerting my utmoſt ſtrength to ſuppreſs 
my heaving ſighs and riſing tears that ſtruggled 
for a vent, having from the fulneſs of my heart 
quite loft the power of ſpeech, Melantha re- 
ſolved that the ſhadow ſhould exceed the ſub- 
ftance: and becauſe I did not complain, and 
choſe rather to force a ſmile in order to chear 


the ſpirits of my poor Cordelia, Melantha put 
on the maſk of boiſtesreus mirth n affec ted 


9 


ee = pit 
This was but noiſe and tumult, was not love: ! 


Cordelia, ſtanding cloſe by my nde, was in- 
6280 à true picture of grief unmixed with: rage, 
of ſorrow without repining: She felt the ſepa- 
ration from her brother like one endued with 
_ the' ſincereſt affection; but yet ſhe remembered 
it was her duty to keep her mind in a propor wo 
wiſh on to unavoidable events. | 

Ferdinand took his laſt leave of us like one 
his could not truſt himſelf with pronouncing 
the word FAREWEL, leſt the very bidding adieu 
' ſhould diſſolve his reſolution of parting with 
whoſe he loved: he rather flew than walked out 
of the room, and the coach which conveyed 
him to the water ſide was out of ſight in a mo- 
ment. Melantha and Oliver followed him to 
the coach ſide, one wringing his hands, and the 

other 
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other 1 the higheſt galety, whilſt neither 

Cordelia norel ſtirred from our places. We 
ſtood ſome moments motionleſs; we wiſhed 
for tears, but none came :to our relief: at laſt 
Cordelia threw her arms about my neck: My 
<6 deareſt Portia I ſaid ſhe) let us thank God 
4% that for the preſent atleaſt my. brother is 
, eſcaped from the malice of Oliver.“ This 
thought mingled pleaſure with our grief, and at 
laſt our tears found a paſſage, and flowed as due 
to the preſent: loſs of Ferdinand. 

The minds of Melantha and Oliver; 7" 
hey had loſt Ferdinand, were differently em- 
ployed: the Tv x34; in their baſoms had loſt 
that gude food for their malice, the innocent 
Ferdinand; and were therefore reſolved to be 
revenged on thoſe who thought proper to en- 
tertain them. Indeed the minds of Oliver and 
Melantha might both in a metaphorical ſenſe be 
Juſtly ſald to be on a rack, and to ſuffer all the 

pains of diſſocation. This, produced the coni- 
mon and natural effect, and they ſought relief 
by mutual accuſations and malignant reproaches 
of each other, for not preventing this their re- 
ciprocal diſappointment. . Why did not yo 
ay this? and why did ou :not do that??? 
burſt with impetuoſity from eithefs lips: and 
had they not by pride, the leader of the rRNA; 
been a little feſtrained, from the conſideration 
of the politeneſs Which was expected in a gen- 
tleman atid lady of fortune, Billingſgate eduld | 
not have produced a more virulent altercation; | 
Oh had they been but, man and wife, and as in 

that caſe pride generally waves this conſidera- 
tion of e the TUzBA themſelves only 
know how- ee Wouls have been their 
ſcurrility! 
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elit Their extreme ill opinion FF each 


other they expreſſed only in general terms: for 


Melantha knowing in heart the ill-will of Oliver 


to his brother, and 2 a ſulpicion. that he 


was really glad of his abſence; becauſe he was 
aſhamed of that poverty in him which he would 
not relieve, took oecaſion often to declare be- 


fore him, and with a pointed fierceneſs in her 
eyes, that aL men without exception would 
let their deareſt friends, nay their brothers, go 


to the ends of the earth, rather than part with 


one mite of their own property. 
The runxsgA in Oliver's: breaſt 2060 the lan- 


range, of its kindred too well to be at a loſs 
for Melantha's meaning; and ſuſpecting in his 


mind that Melantha had encouraged the depart- 
ure of Ferdinand, beeauſe/ſhe imagined him to 
have given me the preference, he returned her 


general obſervations on men by pronouncing, 


that A . L women would ſend their lovers tothe 


d=, provided they could rob their rivals of 
1 them. And now ATT women and 


-AL'E men 
were abuſed with ſuch vekemence, that a by- 
ſtander would have imagined that Oliver and 
Melantha. were actuated by the higheſt indigna- 


tion againſt their whole ſpecies - It might alſo 
have been ſome time befere ſuch u by-ſtander | 
would have gueſſed, that allthis general abuſe 


was only a contrivance to vent their anger againſt 
each other, without calling names For, altho' 


excepting the company is à very polite inven- 


tion, yet rancour will take eare to ſhew itſelf 
by implication, whatever methods may be ta. 
ken for pretending to eSncval it? 


The runs in Melantha's breaſt had eon! 
wired for the * to hall faſt alleep the ſooth- 


ing 
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ing 1 that I as Well as herſelf had by 7 
= ſight of Ferdinand : but, after ſome days f 
torment, they ſuffered that pleaſing reflexion to 
return into her mind, in order to give a ſeaſon- 
able relief to ſuch an anxlety, as might with - 
out any interval have worn away her very life: 
but it was more out of policy than kindneſs, 
that they abated the rigour of their ſtings; for 
they were in truth tos well pleaſed with their 
ſituation to wiſh her death. They might not 
readily have found another boſom ſo fitted to 
receive them; and eaſily could my fancy form 
a lamentation proper for the TURrBA; to nen 
was ſuch a tragicaſ event to happen. 
The CR arias . on their moſt lowring 
looks: * 20 11 . f 
Cylinda caſt a an eye 5 chearful . Ee 
on Portia, for ſuch a iwhimſical exerciſe. of 
her fancy: and Una caſt on her ſuen a b & 
nignant look of approbation, as encoura aged 
Portia to proceed in her innocent fights. of 5 | 
youthful imagination. . 
Por rA. How is my ſoul delighted, Wear 
how recably' are my ſpirits elevated, O ever © 
—_ Una, at the kind liberty you give me! 
for where, inſtead of endeavouring to amuſe and 
entertain, I am forced to ſuppreſs « every. image ” 
that ariſes in my mind, for fear of giving ofs 
fence} allicomverfation is painful to me. Sup 
poſe then that Melantha had been overcome by 1 
the intolerable ſttuggles in her own boſom ; and ũ 
behold the r uRA thus enn over ur life- FF 
leſs remains 
„e Alas, is that 1 boſom N which . 
_ & we have: W 9s ſuch Are and pleakure 8 
Voc. H. r in eo: 11 bas e 5 


* 
[4 
[1 by, 
: F 
1 6. 2 5 
7 4 } 
T3 \ 
i BY 
4 < 
i 
F 7 
. 1 
Lf) 
= 
i x 
# 
+ 
BP 21 
I v\ 
. 
1 2 
. ' 
N 8 
* 
*0 
'F 
=; | 
. =; 
* 
1 \ 
p i; 
+ 
. q 
> 7 
7 
1 
1 w 
F-] 
. 
2 
+ Ws 
5 © 
L 4 
i 
IN 4 
1 
"= i 
; ._ 
"7 438 
18 WF 
I 
8 
8 1 
11. 
1. L 
1-6 I 
ij * 
* 
: £9 
A of 
1 PE 
: 7 
1 
: x 1 
bY 
1 3 \ 
4 { Is 
Js * 
5. 5. 5 
1 
= 
4 1 
i * * 7 
1 
lie | 
75 53 
" & 
f 
: HY 
Fo 
(KD a 
4 4 
© 2 pL. 
" 7 A 
1 
1 £ 
7 17 
[3 1 
1 
is 1 
a 
[> 109 
* 
* 
it 
1 
1 
4 
# 
Fl 
175 
1. 
ol 
771 
it 
15 
1 
A 


n 


- 6 1 - * "+ — 2 * 
Dew" of; 
0 « pa Pf 
- AIDE —— 
r „ 
ET n 5 


. 


5 


n _ * * 
. »» ͤ qqq 8 pe ahh i b 
7) Sr EONS 6 ot ©, pts ; WY 
6-00 5 / ¾ ² —T—- ( br-3-1% 3 N 5 
' „ N ol a 5 1 
* « j ö % * * 10 7 
/ | : 95 ; 


w” 


—— nes ons F< god. 
* 8 2 — IN > 


„ 1 194 19 5 
«© in cormenting will that Fe 145 fers ever 
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t ceaſe to beat! that kind, that indulgent heart, 


«© which never e receiving any of our 
4 ſtings or arrows I which was always ready to 


44 flutter and ſwell as if it had been l 
* and to ſuffer the moſt agonizing ꝓerturbations 
«© only for our delight and 'pratifieation't Ah 


4 moſt wretched: wietched we!!thall we never 


92 5 again, „our much lamented Melantha, 'work 


«© thee up to rage and indignation! and. ſet 


t thoſe dear eyes a blubbering, our ſovereign 


ce will and pleaſure being the only-aRuating 


% motive! hall we never more deceive; thee, 


re and make ther believe that a thouſand tragie 


4. cataſtrophes are thy*unhappy lot, when thou 
e haſt not one real cauſe for grief but Our ty- 
es xrannical command! Oh Melantha! thou 
4e haſt the moſt obedient heart we ever inhabit- 

s ed. We have tried'thee: tothe utmoſt, and 


*< ho haſt ſubmitted to dur controul with a 


c conſtancy of mind almoſt incredible, Oh 


c shall we ne der more ibehold thee rave and 


_ ** tear thy hair! nor ever again hear the delight- 


c ful muſic of thy ſcreaming ! !: ſhall we for ever 


E loſe that moſt *agreeable of all ſenſations, 
te feeling thy heart ſwelling with rage and va- 
Kc nity ! with rage and yanity er 
cc ed thee to call love, and vchichi thou our 


c oft docile ſeholar didſt uſe many fallacious 


6 arguments to prove to be a ſmcere affection! 


This lamentation ended, behold the TURBI 


howling on the ground, ſeized with the height 
of pity for themſelves, and wiſhing for all their 


Kliendb to be partakers in their clamorous grief. 


But ſnhould their friends arrive they will take no 


er, fill ſome other woman as wiſe as Me. 
* ea 


0 555 5 

1 will generouſly i invite them to herboſvin? 8 
For without an invitation they ſeldom pay their 
viſits ; but, being once admitted and cheriſhed, 
they are never to be driven out again without 
the ſame aſſiſtance as was given to the man in 
the goſpel, from whoſe breaſt a whole . 5 
of evil r were caſt ot. 
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"SCENE BL 
— credere polis 1 5 
Ruam ſibi non fit amicus. | 
PORTIA. CYLINDA. Una. The GR v. 
j 
UT. to leave Melantha, and return to Oli - 


ver, in whoſe breaſt the r uRBA were cry- 


 Havock), and let flip the dogs of war: 


| bewildered in his own wiſdom, haunted with 
the idea that his beloved guides, his political 
maxims had failed him, - perſecuted by the moſt 


poignant grief that Ferdinand had eſcaped his 
ſnares, he loſt his appetite, and ſeemed waſting 
even to his marrow. Vainly did he ſeek repoſe; 
Number forſook his eyes; (for in this ſenſe 
God giveth only his beloved ſleep) and he fell 
into a lingering diſeaſe, which tended ſtrongly 


to his diſſolution. | 


Nicanor was greatly alarmed with the fear of 


loſing a ſon, who had not only fixed it in his 
father's mind, that he was not only a prodigy of 
duty and affection, but that he was the only 
child he had who deſerved from him any degree 


of love. From many things too that Oliver had 


dropped, Nicanor feared that bis illneſs aroſe 


from 


„ 2 „ e 


* iba. koi. oath 8 5 


LJ OV Ob om, wp · os 


. 


from ſome difficulties in his circumſtances, aud 


gaged all his paternal affeftion. 


that now Ferdinand was gone, my eagerneſs to 


have a lover would make me accept of Oliver 
in that light: but ſhe was in this reſolved to be 
before-hand with me; and, in order to induce 
him once more to become her flatterer, ſne in 
a manner became his nurſe during his illneſs: in 


which time bis behaviour would have filled any 


mind inclined to indulge contempt with the 


higheſt degree of it imaginable. 


Now the Ax v all ſhook their heads, lifted 
up their hands and eyes, and by every method 


in their power expreſſed their deteſtation of Por- 


tia's ill- nature, in having a contempt for a poor 
ſick wretch in ſuch a miſerable ſituation. All 
her malicious ſtuff about the TuRBA, and a. 

_ parcel of unintelligible gibberiſh, which no one 


could underſtand, ſhould not impoſe upon them. 


Then being ſeized with a ſtrong fit of compaſe 
ſion, they joined in lamenting the miſery of 
poor Oliver: and after they had for ſome time 
ſighed and lifted up their eyes, in token of the 


higheſt pity, they renewed their rhetoric in praiſe 


of benevolence and good-nature; the whole 


purpoſe of which was viſibly aimed at the con- 


demnation of Portia, for her exceeding hard- 
nels of . 
_ PorrT1a. I fay, the. behaviour of Oliver 

would have filled any mind that choſe to har- 
bour contempt, with the higheſt degree of it: 
vet ſo wide was ſuch a thought from my diſpo- 


ſition, that I heartily wiſhed him to open his 
„ | K 3 UP 


a filial anxiety leſt he ſhould be diſabled from 
ſopporting his father; and this till farther en- 


Melantha, who judged me by herſelf, fancied | 
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of Oliver's mind for 


(8) 


eyes, „and to ſee his true intereſt. But the 111 


A have iron claws, and it is not eaſy to make 


them quit their grapple. They raiſed horrors 


in the mind of Oliver by the fears of death; 
they. terrified him with the apprehenſions of be- 


ing forced to own he had any ſuch fears, and of 
loſing the appearance of a magnanimity which 


was to ſet him above the hopes of heaven, or 


the fears of an almighty power: they upbraid- 


ed him with the eſeape of his brother, and 
threatened him with future tortures, if he did 
not contrive to give them their old favourite 


employment of endeavouring by injuring Fer- 
dinand to inſinuate themſelves into my boſom. 


For the r1uRBA not only conſider evil as their 


good, but of ne good are very commu- 


nicative. 

It cannot appear ſtrange, that the uneaſineſs 
ie loſs of his brother, on 
nalice, ſhould throw him 


whom to wreak his 


into bodily diſord 
abſence of any thing in which a perſon greatly 


delights. But Oliver, having perhaps a dawn 
of comfort breaking in upon his mind, that bis 


brother might fail in his expectations abroad, os 
that he might by ſome ftratagem be reduced 


again into his power, plucked up at laſt fome 


ſpirit; threw off in a manner his diſtemper, and 
reſolved not to be baffled in his plots upon Fer- 
dinand by ſo obvious a meaſure as change of 
place. He had not yet formed any. compleat 


| Tcheme for miſchief, but he directly bribed the 
poſtman to deliver no letters that came to any 


of his circle from Barbadoes into any hands 


but his: In due time a letter came from Fer- 
f | . Anand 


, When it is ſo common for 
bodily diſorders to be the conſequence of the 


oo ˙ ara hen 5 1 ted Rte ES 


- 0 1990 . 
Anand to Nicanor; and another for Cordelia. 
Theſe Oliver intercepted. They were worm 


wood to- him, for they contained an account of 


Ferdinand's health an proſperity. He ſunk the 


receipt of theſe letters, and for the preſent en- 


joyed the gratification of ſeeing his whole fa- 
5 N for not having heard from Fer- 
3 In ſome time that uneaſineſs grew fo 
high, that Oliver feared ſome enquiries might 
be made which would detect his Practices. |. 
came home therefore one day in high ſpirits, 
and ſaid, he had met a gentleman in the coffee- 
houſe, who had informed him that he had lately 
left Ferdinand extremely well at Barbadoes, and 
in a very proſperous way. The joy of this 


news, as it ſeemed not to be larded with ma- 


lice, for the preſent took off our uneaſineſs's 
and both Cordelia and I made a hundred ex 


ceuſes for the receiving no letter. And as Oliver 

had not yet vented one ſpiteful innuendo on his 
brother's not, writing, we had not the leaſt clue 
to any e e of his receiving letters from 
Ferdinand, A, e them. 


The een of Ferdinand made the taſk of 
hurting him, or hurting. me through him, v 
difficult ; therefore deep laid muſt be the a | 
of Oliver, and flowly muſt they work. To 
prevent his brother 3 ſuppoſing that his let- 
ters were not Ag e Oliver anſwered them 
himſelf; giving ſome artful reaſon or other for 
his being thus en ted the general ſecretary of 
the family: Sov took care to infert no 
Lee gall (his own true colours) but 
filled his letters with ſtrong expreſſions of af- 
fection, and he pleaſing account that all whom 


55 * erdinand loved were well E the un- 


K+ > "ney 


5 


2 


Me * 


f 


. 3 


| Kiſvicions Ferdinand received, 3 a the . 


account of his friends being in health, and con- 


tented himſelf with ſubmitting to a correſpond. 
_ ence, which he thought was by bis aer s ap- : 
| pointmenr and approbation. 
A twelvemonth paſſed in this manner, and 
nothing yet offered of any conſequence, on 


which Oliver could purſue the chief bent of his 


malignant mind, till an accidental converſation 


of a young gentleman, who came from Barba» 
does, helped him to a hint, on which he form- 


ed moſt pregnant miſchief. One day, when I 
Was at Nicanor's, a ſervant came up and ſaid, 


there was a gentleman below who came from 


Barbadoes, and deſired . admittance. He was 


ſoon introduced. Oliver then was from home, 


but entered Nicanor's houſe in ſo, ſhort a time, 


that the young gentleman, named Lucio, was 


: ſcarcely ſeated before. Oliver came into the 


room. When he heard us aſk the young ge 


_tleman: how he left Ferdinand; Oliver, with the 
apprehenſions of what mi gbt follow, ſtarted 
from his chair: but to erb. for this ſudden 
motion, he ran up to Lucio, heartily embraced 
him, and: begged pardon for ſuch his ſudden 
Profuſi ion of Joy, on the ſight of a perſon Who 
could give bim any information of his deareſt 
brother, and his beſt beloved friend. I will not 
dell long on the condition which the paltry 


mind of Oliver was in through his fears: as 


they were ſoon removed by Lucio's: ſaying that 


he had been in Barbadoes but one week; and 


- pending the laſt evening there in company with 


Ferdinand; he was deſired by him, on his re- 
turn to London, to let his 1 know: that he 
- was Sn well. 


err. E 11 ac th. 


We 


* 


2 


pers, Tek from his trifling diſcour 


| (201. y „ 
We aſked ſeveral queſtions „but could get no 


ſatis factory anſwers; for this Lucio was onè of 


thoſe rattle- headed young fellows who are ſeldom 
ſober, and who entertain all companies with ac- 
counts of their own profligate exploits. He 


| talked on in this ſtrain the Whole time of his 


vilit ; and if he was aſked any queſtion con- 
cerning Ferdinand, his anſwer was, ** Never 
6% fear. him, he'll take care of hinielf ; the 


rogue rolls in riches; is 2 fellow of Crit, 


« and as jolly a dog as any in the iſland. : 
'Theſe were words of courſe with Lucio; and 
the common manner of commendation ſed by. 
ſuch eHaracters; who, not diſt nguiſhing time or 
place, introduce their levity into all companies. 
His viſit was but ſhort, for we got rid of him 
as ſoon as it was poſſible with N $7 ood man- 


meaning expreſſions, did Oliver begin to hum 
and ha, to ſhake his head, and to Iinfinuate, that 
if F erdinand rolled in ene "It would not mil- 
become him to let his family ſhare ſome part of 
his affluence. Oliver allowed, he ſaid, that 


| much was not to be depended upon from ſuch 


a young fellow as Lucio, who was very ſilly, 
and very profligate; but yet it Was plain his 
brother Ferdinand did not diſlike ſuch company. 

Nicanor ſoon caught the clue Oliver intend- 


ed to give him; he harſhly reproved Cordelia 


for endeavouring to excuſe her abſent brother, 
and peeviſhly ſaid, he deſired to hear no more 
of ſuch a ſon as Ferdinand, unleſs he could 
hear better things of him. Beſides; the old 
gentleman found his love 1 increaſe to- 
Wards Oliver, by the increaſe of the allo. wance 


he had lately ORG from bim, it being near 
| : K 5 a. doubled; 
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Aubled; 4 bur enabled Oliver to 5 this 


bountiful addition was, that he. had more than 


once received large remittances from Ferdinand; 


for which, in the name of his father, he had 5 


thanked him, But part of the money he con- 
verted to bis own uſe, and with the other part 
he increaſed his father's income, and heighten- 


ed the appearance of his own generoſity, 


But now did Oliver put in practice the ſtrangeſt 
contrivance that ever entered into the head of 


an artful man. He went to make a viſit to Se- 


baſtian, by whoſe means and with whoſe re- 
commendation Ferdinand went abroad. Seba- 
ſtian was an honeſt friendly man, loved books 
and retirement, and held little converſe with the 


world: he was greatly afflicted with the gout, 


and in ſuch intervals from pain as admitted the 
pleaſure of ſociety, Oliver uſed frequently to 


Ft with him, and by his conyerſation (which 
when he pleaſed could be very agrecable) had 
wrought himſelf. greatly i into his favour and con- 
fidence. Oliver in this viſit looked a good deal 


uneaſy, often ſeemed to begin ſome diſcourſe 


about his brother Ferdinand, and then to drop 
it, as if he had great matters labouring in his 


mind. This at laſt raiſed the attention of Se- 


baſtian, enough to make him enquire into the 


cauſe of that uneaſineſs which a n in Oli- 

omething con- 
cerning Ferdinand, whom he dearly loved, he 
inſiſted ON an explanation of thoſe hints, which 
had given big great #ppreheaſions for 2s 
fi iend. 
Oliver e told. Hal: that be had SLY re- 


ee a letter from his brother, Which had 
greatly perplexed him; that he did not love to 


expoſe 


— 


r 


2 "very. "appearance of rejectin b love of 
„ or 4 


8 on your ee pu 


uk 203, 8 
exp FRE the moſt trifling failings of his friends 3 5 
5 as he Knew Sebaſtian's jove to F erdinand 5 
was ſo great, that he would let the thing re- 


aeg, a ſecret between them, he would impart. 


im the”contents of i br other's letter, and 


ro 


bee 


ro ge was as follows. | 


2 etter fr om Ferdinand: 0 oer. 155 Re 


: DES 7 unt . E1-- Fad Tee - 2 


1110 þ ear bi blue Ze. . 5 
Vo know that « one. be i my 155 ens 
s tor going 


© krio Lit is devote to Melamha) 1 would wit- 
© linoly Sony. £01 paſſion eos er of; this. un> 
© ha 105 e. Tb TD it therefc fore” t A | Erol, 
1 5 Huld vi fy me to her, and Paint m. 


in Re "Uackeſt colours you can invent, in or- 


| © der to root "this, unlucky paſſion. From her 
7 "brealf. 1 have a weakneſs in my heart 1 : 


* makes me with,” if poſſible, to decline 
n f Who 1 18 almoſt. my averſl lon; and. that 


aſt x, the Lale on my, Tefurn to Engla d, 


Mt TG 
| 15 un 90 105 contrive to rid me of that. trouble, 


© 'Thaye uly wel ghed the method I Propoſe, and 
6 "FL intreat. you, 8 you have any friendſhip for 
c me , to comply with my re gell: I know the 


c « take is hard | to your generous mind, bur the 


E peace of your brother's. | ature: fe 15 Fre 


OE "Eye, de. FER 


** 
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Ts 2 „ ? ous.) . 


8 115 advice how to act info difficult and de- 
fates an affair... x "The letter 1 be N 


2 abroad, Was to 45 
Portia, 1 fee Her fond affection to me; but 
* as my heart will not let me marry her (for you 
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OH. p. 8. on no aceount let my Tac Ling 


of this my gelen. 5 


75 18 * . 
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ce, on 1 8 the. 19 b 


i the meaſures;to be ab ſolutel Y wrong, and un t 


to be complied with. Oliv, eranſwered, thato on 


firſt view he alſo was ſtron 95 51 of that. Opinion, 
and his great abhorrence o 


baſtily condemn his brother for ſuch. a requeſt, 


] deceit 180 him 


But when he gave himſelf leave to reflect, he 
<culd not but acknowledge that his DEAR bro- 
ther's motives to that requeſt were, no, bs yd 
2ha the higheſt degree of tenderneſs, corypal: * 
fion, and generoſity. Was his BELOVED: Fer- 
dinand preſent, he would with Sebaſtian endea- 
vour to perſuade, him to e ede 7 
but at. the diſtance they. now. were ſuch. per: 
ſuaſi ion by letter was al 11 1 pin ractic able. 


_ Haw, (he ald) that Fhis brother; Was 'Þ poſi tnely 
Jetefmined a the point, that no erſuaſi ſion 
Would turn him; this Was indeed a 4, 
jn his temper, Which vowillingly he revealed, 
All theſe Pings conſidered; he could not butbe | 


all fault 


of, opinion, that a ſtiitadherente' to truth might 
de diſpenſed With, and Hat, Fllowhe the dls. 


_ xeStions of the letter woul d be'a n honeſt, frand, 


To vilify his DEAR brother \ WAS (be ſaid). A Jes 


'yere taſk upon bim; and nothing but his own 
commands could have made him undertake it; 


et as he knew it was the only method which 
Foul, eure my unhappy paſſion,” pity for me, 

d friendſhip. for his brother, made him conſent 
to undertake a work againſt his nature. Tg 
ſhort, by. the words pity, friendſhip,” generoſity, | 
c. he talked Sebaſtian into ſuch an opinion of 


£6 


Kis brotherly affection for Ferdinand, and his 


compaiſion 
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1 8 by 
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, that he conſented to aſſiſt 


Oliver, by any means in his power, in carrying 


on ſo laudablè a deſi gag. 127% 

Oliver hefore Sebaſtian's face wrote a letter 

as from Alcander (to wWhoſe houſe in Barbadoes 
Ferdinand firſt went) which he begged him to 

ſhew to me, if I ſhould come to him on any e 8 


* : , Y 


uiries abont Ferdinand. 
"Sebaſtian once objected to this ſcheme, be- 
cauſe of the grief it would give Nicanor; ſhould 
he hear from me the bad report of his fon Fer- 
dinand. To which Oliver anſwered; that he 
was poſitive my pride would be too much piqued 
on the diſcovery of my own weakneſs of judge- 
ment in my choice of Ferdinand, to ſuffer me 
to reveal what I had heard, 
- Oliver having laid his plan, began nou to 
| talk te he and Cordelia in many "dark Hig 

About the ſtrange life his brother lived in Bar- 
badoes. And when with ſome indignlation and 
feſentment 1 let him undetſtand, that 1 was 
not te be moved by ſtories of Ferdinand which 
came from his enemies; he aſked me whether 
I thought Sebaſtian was an enemy to Ferdinand; 
but refuſed to explain himſelf any farther at that 
time. The next day beginning the ſame diſ- 
courſe before Melantha, Cordelia, and myſelf, 
de faid, that to convince us of the grounds 
that he had for what he hinted concerning Fer- 
dinand, he could produce a letter which he had 
copied from one now in the poſſeſſion of Se. 
| baltian, * This letter, fü he, which our of 
friendſhip Sebaſtian communicated” to me, and 
begged I would keep a ſecrer from my fäther, 
will plainly acebunt for his never writing to any 

of his friends, nor ever remitting his poor-fa- 
Hes” 4 TO 


. 


ther any money.“ 2 When {aking Aletter. out 0 


Bands of ee 5 as. Fol TG, m_ 


24 3 
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his pockets a copy f that whic was left in the 


89 4443 7 1 
1 HED | 


MOL « My dear 3 
Joan you in my. 1 FR FI 


3 ah 


ten months ago, of the arrival of the gen- 
s\tleman you robe to me; and yery 
«glad was I to give, him all the countenance 
7 yaudeſi ſired: hut ſurgly- vou was greatly miſ⸗ 
taken in the character you gave me 0 555 3 
.or this climate has totally changed his ipo- 
ſition. The Ferdinand, you recommended, I 
countenanced ; but Mn fer ky who ts now 
the talk of, me who iſland for his proffi ac 
{ph e e, hve . woe . 


2 


Tia Ng belt, has 3 ak 
choice to aſſociate himſelf wi 


6 doned libertines he can meet NS 7 EN ole 
cho were not ſo E ſoon! become by his 
5 ena ens raf. example anions 


1 riots, &c, Ait mY 
Foo Cordelia, 8 the ebe . 


ter a forgery, was ſoftened into tears to We 


her brother ſo vilified.. | Oliver fixed. his whole 


en on my D e An on not 5 


IL. - 4 
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laſt I Weighs: that ſhould ee arrive from 
every part of the world to the fame effect, they 
would appear to me as ſo many unintelligible 
cyphers ; ; for my opinion of Ferdinand was tog 


unalterably fixed for the breath or pew of flan- +108 


der to ſhake it. 
Melantha, as ly Nindow, declared on my gde 
of the queſtion: but as affectation, when guided 
dy the sINISsT RA, if it attempts to meddle with 
the truth, always runs into abſurdity, ſo ſhe add. 
ed a decliration! alfo, that was the report in this 
letter to be proved true, and was Ferdinand ftilf - 
more changed, yet nothing ſhould alter her af. 
fection fer him if ſhe had onee loved. For it 
Was not in the power of . to make her 
conllancy. + 
Nobly tres F ſaid kane Car, and nothing 
but II- mature could tas ſo kme a ſentiment r 
affeQation. 1 
PoRTIA. 'Melantha epo mot I ſhould, 
Ie vou, © ye Cx x, applaud her ſentiment; 
for it was indeed founded on what ſhe had often 
heard me fay of true conſtancy. But the ux 
In her mind would not ſuffer ber to diſtinguiſh 
What to me is eaſily diſtinguiſhable, namely, an 
unſhaken fidelity, notwithſtanding the outward 


accidents of diſeaſes, poverty, or other mis- 


fortunes ; ; or à ſtubborn purſuit of our own ca- 
pricious inclinations, „Where the real foundation 
for eſteem is wanting. But Melantha, as it s 
uſual in imitation, in her 1 purſuit of me, 
1290 under foot, over. run, and n. ee all | ay | 
entiments. 
Here the CRY all at once ſtreämel out, «© h 
© intolerable vanity! our fentiments are truly 
oF * ſo refined, fo TORY: that no one * "ew 
| 2 em 
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te 3 ſullying or de facing their laſtre? 


Then ſhrugging their ſhoulders, and ſhake- 


Ing their, heads, REY muttered themſelyes Into : 
: Nos. 5 


PoRTIA. I was ſo wall naked a as 1 thought 
of the forgery of the letter which Oliver read, 


that I determined to make a viſit to Sebaſtian, in 
order to detect ſuch barefaced malice : nor was 


it longer than the next day before I waited on 
Sebaſtian. After ſome apology for the intruſion, 

J told him my name and intimacy with Corde- 
lia, then begged. the favour of knowing whe. 


ther he had lately heard any thing of her bro- 5 
ther Ferdinand now at Barbadoes. f 
Sebaſtian believing that he was acting che: part 


we El Ferdinand deſired, and having been per- 


ſuaded by Oliver that he ſhould do a good-na- 
ttred action, gave me the letter ſuppoſed to 
have come from Alcander : but not before he 
2; made me promiſe that I would not afflict Nica- 


nor with this report of his ſon. In this letter 


writ in a. ſtrange character, I read the fame 


words which I before ſaw copied by. Oliver. I 
could pot well ſuſpect Sebaſtian of a plot; and 
yer. I found that I could not give credit even to 
my own gyes againſt the long; try'd goodneſs of 
Ferdinand. 
True conſtancy: this! 5 che Car. e a 


1 : No PRINT: e in ſuch a re- 


ſolution! 
PokrIA. When 1 came to reflect ſeriouſiy 


1 the affair, when I conſidered the character of 
Sebaſtian, I began to think that it was juſt poſ- 


| Able that the account might be true, from the 
Change of climate's having turned the head of 
TT 'erdinand, and made him mad. e thought 


fled 


F 


%%%ͤö;;ĩ oY ES 
filled my ſoul with grief and horror, and I was 
_ reſolved to be thorqughlyAatisfied of the truth. 
I told not Cordelia'of my viſit to Sebaſtian, as 
it was Jo very unſatisfactory; but ſuffered her to 
go on in the ſuppoſition we had both at firſt 
agreed in, namely, that the letter was an impu- 
dent forgery of Oliver's. I was reſolved, if 
poſſible, to prevent being deceived by the art- 
ful-malice of. Oliver, in my farther intended en- 
quiry. I ſought out therefore for ſome perſon 
who was going to Barbadoes, to whom I might 
entruſt a letter. Such a one I found in Adol> 
phus, a man of credit and reputation, who was 
going thither; and was to return again in a ver 
| ſhort time. Tbegged him to carry a letter from 
me to Alcander, and to return me an anſwer 
from his own hand. The purport of my letter 
to Alcander was, that I had heard a ſtrange re- 
port concerning the behaviour of Ferdinand, and 
I begged him to tell me the real truth concern- 

ing him. Adolphus returned from Barbadoes 
in as ſhort a ſpace of time as the faireſt winds 
and the moſt proſperous voyage could poſlibly 


admit: but he muſt have cut the air quicker than 


thought to have anſwered my anxious expecta- 
tions. As ſoon as he arrived, he delivered me 
a letter, aſſuring me that he himſelf received it 
from the hand of Alcander, and in which there 
could be no deceit, for he fat by him whilſt it 
Was written. Dreadful was the moment in 
which I burſt it open: for as J loved Ferdinand 
with a moſt fervent affection, on that inſtant de- 
pended, more than his life or his death, the 
confirmation of my eſteem for him, or the have- 
ing that treaſure of my heart forcibly plucked 
up by the roots, and torn from me for ever: 
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The letter from Alcander to 0 Portia, . 


E Madam, N . 
OUR anxious enquiry concerning Fer- 
dinand makes it a prievous tafk to me 
to hare his. behaviour ſince his arrival in Bar- 
badoes: but to deceive you, as your heart 
ſeems truly intereſted in your enquiry, how- 
ever it might for the preſent foothe your 
wiſhes, or relieve me' from a painful under- 5 
taking, would be but real cruelty. v. 
The uſe he makes of the large and ample 
fortune he hath acquired, is to ſquander it in 
riot and debauchery : he not only gives an 
' unbounded looſe to the gratification of his li- 
centious defires towards wine and women; 
but his very principles ere corruption. No- 
thing ſcarcely but blaſphemy and obſcenity 
flow from his mouth. He is, in ſhort, a pro- 
digy of wickedneſs and profligacy, - and the 
abhorrenee of all good men. His firſt ap- 
pearance here promiſed much better things: 
and the character I then received of him from 
my kinſman Sebaſtian, together with the ac- | 
count you gave me of his former life, con- 
-vinces me that there muſt be either à total 
change in his diſpoſition, or you were all de- 
' ceived; and his whole former conduct was 
owing to a deep ene He hath no other 
ſigns of madneſs, except (what in my opt- 


nion are indelible marks of it) the perpetrat- 
ing all kinds of e 5 but what is gene- 
1 J BESS 5.44 4 4 
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7 a called the diſtemper of the beth, he is 
totally free from. I am forry it falls to my 
_ © ſhare to give vou this melancholy account, 
© and heartily wiſh I could with any the leaſt 
* degree of i incerity have avoided it, 1 amy 
" madam, e 

„„ ALGANDER. 


This was indeed the unfolding of a tale that 5 
| NARROWED UP MY SOUL, that ſhattered t 
pieces every pleaſing 1 image, and brought every 
cheriſhed idea to ſudden deſtruction. I ſtood 
_ motionleſs with horror; and, in the vehement 
ſtruggles between grief and aſtoniſhment, my 
darkened mind was become the ſeat of ſorro- 
and confuſion. All my joy, all my tranquillity 
was gone, when the hateful idea foreed itſelf 


into my ee that Fats loved Ferdinand was 5 


falſe. 

The Cry now hed and nodded on one 
another, and with a-kind of inſulting ſneer de- 
clared they could not imagine what Portia 


meant by uſing the expreſſion, that Ferdinand 


vas FALSE z when to the beſt ofüth 
ry he had never declared himfelf her lover. 
Then, without defiring an explanation of her 
meaning, they arraigned and condemned her of 
vanity and abfurdity, and executed on her the 
ſentence of a loud horſe laugh of inſult. and 
contempt. _ 
Portia. Such bind of N 0 ye 
Cay, as you have fixed in your thoughts, 
would have been too trifling to have been men- 
_ tioned by me, in compariſon of the falſchood 
Ferdinand now appeared to be guilty of. He 
had been falſe to himſelf, he had bh” 
: 2 at 


err memo—- 


* 


VCC „ 1 - / 8 8 | 
that innocent boſom, which before it was my 
delight to contemplate, into a ſeat for the 
TURBA to rage in and inhabit. He had torn 
from me the greateſt treaſure of my heart, the 
only pleaſing purſuit of my life; namely, an 
object on which I could juſtifiably, aid with 
my own approbation, energize all my affections. 
He had overturned and deſtroyed my power of 
ever again enjoying the pleafure of placing an 
unlimited confidence in any of my fellow- 
ereatures; he had (as Shakeſpear terms it) 


* 


ich jealouſy infefted 
The bircetneſs of alliance, 


and in its ſtead introduced into my mind anxions 
-* doubts and gloomy ſuſpicions ; he had enve- 
_ nomedall thefources of my boſom, from whence 
generous pleaſure ever flowed ; and firmly prove 
ed, that in my future life IJ had no refuge left, 
bar in total ſolitude. My whole miſery or hap- 
pineſs was ſo entirely dependent on the truth 
or falſchoodyof this change in Ferdinand, that 
my wandering thoughts preſented me with ſuch 
numerous queſtions to propoſe to Adolphus, 
that they crowded in confuſion on each other; 
and, without pauſing for an anſwer to every 
| ſeparate queſtion, I haſtily afked him, whether 
he himſelf had ſeen Ferdinand? what character 
Alcander bore in the iſland? if that of an ho- 
neſt man, why he would converſe with fo in- 
famous a wretch as ——? I could not utter the 
word Ferdinand; but there broke off my en- 
quiries ; and hung with impatience on the re- 
ply of Adolphus, hoping every moment to diſ- 
coyer ſome fallacy in his deteſted account. 
„„ | 2 TT | - Adolphus 
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He 1 that he bad boch fea and = 
converſed with Ferdinand, and that the deſcrip- 
tion Alcander in his letter had given of the pro- 
fligacy of his behaviour fell far ſhort of the 
real truth. The character of Alcander, he ſaid, 
was unexceptionable, whilſt Ferdinand had de- | 
ſervedly made himſelf the * ublic contem pt, and | 
the abhorrence of all the honeſt men the 


iſland. That Alcander at firſt did honour to 


Sebaſtian's recommendation; but was now en- 
deavouring, as faſt as poſſible, to ſhake off ſo 
unworthy an acquaintance. 

It would be endleſs to recount the various : 
evaſions and ſubterfuges to which my mind was 
tempeſtuouſly driven, to avoid earn. to a be- 
lief ſo abſolutely deſtructive of every ſcheme of 
happineſs it had ever formed. At laſt a thought 
ſtruck me, by which I hoped at once to prove 
the ſtory too inconſiſtent to gain credit. 5 

© Alcander in his letter mentions Ferdinand's 
© having acquired an ample fortune: How, fir, 
© (faid I to Adolphus) is it poſſible for ſuch 41 | 
© behaviour as you repreſent to have gained any 
© riches ? the ſtory is fallacious andi incongruous, 
* Poor Ferdinand, wretched man, ſeems by his 
e conduct, to have calculated rather how' to 
have waſted, than to have attained a large f 
fortune! 

Adolphus earneſtly intreated me to ese 
enquiries ; - aſſuring me, that by a farther i 22 
gence of my curioſity, I ſhould cnly pull "PE | 
of ſorrow on my own head. 

This more alarmed my wh ſont; and, In - 
ſtead of appeaſing, heightened all my curioſity, 
A e to know the Ws for pothing co 
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- "add to the pain I at preſent ſuffered from 


E 


Ferdinand (ſays Adolphus) you know hath 
© a very agreeable perſon, and amiable addreſs. 


{08 [I ſighed from the very bottom of my ſoul, 
. made no anſwer, but the gentleman proceed- 
e ed.“ ] © Theſe gifts of nature he converted 


tothe wicked purpoſe of enſnaring the heart of 
© a young and beautiful creature, whoſe father 
c was juſt dead, and had left her miſtreſs of a 
© very large plantation. Her beauty became 


the object of his deſire, and he took the ad- 


t vantage of her affection for him to gratify his 


'©. inclinations. Then he inyeigled away her 
„ whole property, now ranges through the iſland 


in ſearch of other women, and hath aban- 
£ doned this poor helpleſs victim of his love 


© to penury and ſelf-reproach, Her relations 


* and friends load her with their. reproaches al- 
2 ſo, and treat her with contempt and neglect. 
- © Her conſcience accuſes her, for being caught 

jn the ſnare of her own affections: her beauty 
4 js withered in its bloom, and ſhe. is the moſt 


* pitiable monument, that eyes ever beheld, of 


© the height of wanton barbarity to which the 
8 cruel Ferdinand is arrived.” . 


The force of this deformed and horrid pic- 
ture baffled all my ſtrength, conquered all my 


| | _ xeſolution,  debilitated every faculty of my 


mind rouſed all my paſſions into a tumultuons 


uproar, and in the rending agonies of my heart 


-I'cried out: The ſtory, fir, is all an inven- 
tion z—it is a forged tale of falſhood : the 
_ . man is not my friend, who can thus wanton 


d in ſuch a cruel miſrepreſentation,” Nor did 1 


forbear 


＋ 


cious n in my orments. 
At theſe words Una ſighed, and with a com- 
paſſionate ſorrow in her countenance removed 


berſelf at a greater diſtance from Portia, whilſt 
the Cay. began to dance and caper, and by va- 


rious geſtures to intimate their joy at the hope 


of an Aphroaching diſcovery, that Portia, Was | 
0 


one of their own ſociety... . 

- PORTIA, My agonizing torment was beyond 
exp reſſion. I at that moment felt ſtrangers in 
my breaſt, diſt trafting and tearing me aſunder ; 


and 1 begged Adolphus to N me to the ho#- 


0 of 495 own: reflexions. ; 
Ape pow ow, With triumphant voices the Car 
broke orth into a loud huzza; - declaring, that 
they were not ignorant who theſe ſtrangers were, 
that had entered Portia' s breaſt. The TURBA 
cried, they are come a viſiting : now where i is ; 
all eur DEXTRA fled? who-is' now directed | 
the $1n1$TRA? For, as ſoon, as the Cay found 
that they, could apply Portia's own words to 
her diſadvantage, they forgot their own deciſion 


of them to be unintelligible gibberiſh, and 
ſhewed all at once how capable they were of 


applying them properly, whenever they ſerved _ 


their own purpoſes, and when the making uſe 


of them ſuited their own inclinations. . 


. PogTia. Moſt rightly have ye judged, 0 ye 


| Gar; for the TURBA, ever watchful for an op- 


portunity to inveſt the human mind, no ſooner 
diſcovered an unguarded moment, than, like a 
"neſt of hornets armed with all their ſtings, they 5 
entered my once peaceful boſom. 

This confeſſion of Portia's ſomewhat abated 
the exultation of the Cz Y5 for to have given 


"TOO 


. RY ST Bo. Den 4 


5 8 full Guiafattivn, ſhe Gould 1 
hase denied their charge againſt her; and whill 
ſhe had yelled with rage and reſentment : at their 


be” 26 1 . 


diſcovery, ſhould have averred that her mind 


Was perfectly calm and unruffled. 


PorTIa. My peace and ſweet ſerenity were 


fled: dark ſuſpicion and rageful anger ſueceed- 
ed. I grew ſtill more unreaſonable; and for- 


getting that Adolphus's trouble had been taken 


Wholly from a friendly deſire of complying with 


my requeſt, I ungratefully condemned him in 
my mind of an officious deſire of prying into 


2 private character, in order to gratify the ſpi- 
rit of detraction. Whilſt the bone of my 


ſoul was bent on juſtifying Ferdinand, and be- 


Heving him innocent, I would not ſo much as 
bend my eyes towards the heart-breaking proofs 


of his guilt, but ſearching heaven and earth for 


à pretence to preſerve his image untainted with 


guilt next my heart; where it was fo deeply 
,rooted, that plackin; it from thence was rend- 
ing my heart aſunder. During this painful 
ſtruggle in my mind, my enemies could not 
have condemned me with more rigour than 1 
condemned myſelf. 
Here the CR r loſt ahother ſmall degree ” 
heir tranſport : for they feared Portia Was 
again ſtealing off from their ſociety. rx. 
'PorTta. Although by the paiaful ſenſa- 
tions 1 endured I plainly | be e the TURBA 
in my boſom, yet did T by no means cheriſh 
them, but tried every method in my power to 
throw them off. I begged the grace 5 Godt ts 
remove this torment from Fort Beet, 
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vi e dle uv gave a play- houſe e ard 
Vos caft on Portia an eye of complacency: 
 Porr1a. - My anger fubſided : I ſtood ſelf. 
condemned: remorle' ſucceeded, and ſoften'd - 
ſorrow. found a vent at my flowing eyes! IL 
ſougkt Adolphus, 1 'implored his pardon, and 
was again myſeif. Fer it was not the humbling 
myſeif, and acknowledging my folly, but the 
-remembrance of having baſely treated him ſo 
ungratefully, that v Was. A EI moiticadon 
_ ſhame. 
And now there was not one ebay af exuliig 
Joy apo ret in the CRY. All their pleaſure 
at the hope that Portia would be totally con- 
quered by ſuch a temptation vaniſhed: for if 
the Tux BA was unable to fix in her boſom, on 
this trying occaſion, they could not flatter them - 
ſelves that at couſd ever gain ſuch another op- 
portunity. Being forced therefore to ſuffer Por- 
tia to Hide: from their gripe, they, Without the 
Jeaſbſhame-or confuſion, fell into their old em- 
ployment of abuſing her with great virulence, 
for having amuſed them with a parcel of non- 
ſenſe, which it was impoſſible or any one to 
-undenſtand, dd 5 8 £15! Ff 
PorTIa. .vAitho?. all Taging nh 8 
paſſions ere ho. driven from my boſom, yet 
a deep · felt grief remained. For Adolphus in 
the moſt folemn manner confirmed the truth of 
all he had uttered. | There was not the leaſt 
reaſon, from his character, to ſuſpect him of 
baſeneſs ar forgery; nor was Oliver ſo: much 
as perſonally known to him, ſo that it was im- 
poſſible he could be an inſtrument of his ma- 
lice. I was forced therefore to give an unli- 
enited credit to his Words, * which all the little 
Vor. II. L | trealure | 
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| nin T I-could have lamented; but by ſuch a 
ſelf. He was dead to all goodneſs, and conſe- 


ſom was become the habitation of the TUR BA; 


0 undergone: by the ſharpneſs of their ſtings, 1 
Could not reſiſt the impulſe of compaſſion for 


reaſon to be thankful, that from ihy infancy I 


; | tion to ſupport with any degree of patience. 


j 0 a general titter af xontianpdytar bear 


gad never found him. The liberality of Por- 
Tia's mind, in thinking that Ferdinand could 
not be loſt to her, [whilſt he Was true to 
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8 I had hoarded and nn in m 


heart, from the pleaſing reflexion on the an 


df Ferdinand, was in a moment forcibly rent 


| 

' 

Away. A treaſure which I had ſurveyed and re. f 

flected on with a higher degree of delight, than f 
ever the miſer enjoyed from viewing and count- WM þ 
ing his amaſſed heaps of wealth. The death of 


Ferdinand would have been trifling in the com- c 


pariſon. . By ſuch an event my own loſs was the 
life as he now lived I deplored his loſs of him- 


quently to every degree of happinefs. His 
mind was wreſted into the SI NISTRA, his bo- 


and from the inſupportable torment:I: had inch 


my once loved Ferdinand. Now indeed I had 


had been taught to keep a ſtrong rein ouer my 
paſſions, and that my principles had led me, by 
conſtant habit, to render thoſe inſtructions 
practicable: for to loſe Ferdinand, and to loſe 
him in ſuch a manner, required all my reſolu- 


Now did the Cn V begin again to wink and 
amongſt them, on the impropriety (as they 


deemed it) of Portia's ſaying ſhe had loft Fer- 
dinand; when to their certain knowledge fhe 


99399 alelf, 
ſoared far out of their comprehenſion. The 
Our _ were ae neee fall on Por- 
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ia on the old ſeore of partiality, ſince rerdi- 
nand was at preſent ſo apparently condemned; 


but, fearing a rebuke from Una, they were re- 


ſolved. to be ſure of their game before with a; 


full-mouthed yelp yt would endeavour to run 
her down. „ So 


PorTIA. I Wag hurt to my very foul bs the 
conſideration of the miſery: of the poor young 

creature, who was languiſhing away her days 

in wretchedneſs and want, whilſt Ferdinand was 


the willing and treacherous cauſe of her miſ- 


fortunes. Small as my fortune was, I could 


not eat the plaineſt meal in quiet, till I had en- 


deavoured a little to mitigate what was not in 
my power to remove. I aſked Adolphus if he 


could by any means privately convey a bill for 


money to the unhappy planter's daughter, whoſe 


miſery he had ſo pathetically « deſcribed... He re- 


plied, that he could do it with great caſe, and, 


them gave 55 
him a bank note of an hundred pounds, and 


begged him to convey it to her hands with as 


if Ideſired it, with great ſecrecy. 


much ſpeed as poſſible. The office was agrees 
able to his friendly diſpoſition, and he der 
took it witk great chearfulneſs.: 


Nowa rRIBBLE amongſt the CRY 8 LEY 


and, playing with his fingers, adjuſting his dreſs, 
turning his eyes over himſelf, ſolemnly de- 


clared, that heè was poſitive Portia had told a 
FiB, for it was-his'sER0vs opinion that ſo ge- 


nerous an action was not in HOOMAN NATER.. - 
On this thereraroſe amo 


clamor, which is often dignified with the name 


of argument. The ſubject which they at pre- 


ſent noſe) to make a matter of debate was 


the N 3 of women: how 


* 
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Far their underſtandings could reach, and to what 
Emits they wete bounded: whether women 
were generally cold or amorous, proud or hum- 
ble, ſordid or generous: with many more que- 
tions of diſpute not worth relating: which 


Es 


fate, was maintained with golfy vociferation, 


and ended in an undecided unintelligible confu- 


Por. Could I, without appearing to act 
an unaccountable, and indeed an unkind part to- 


wards my Cordelia, I would willingly have ſto- 
len away to ſome remote place by myſelf; as 


ſolitude, I began to think, was the beſt choice I 
could poſſibly make. For 17 Ferdinand—it is 
amazing how many evaſions I found out yet to 
cheriſh and nouriſh that word 1ir—I would not 


oratory in the world: for notwithſtanding the 
almoſt undeniable evidence I had heard of Fer- 


= dinand's behaviour, yet nothing lefs than the 


teſtimony of my own ſenſes could have the 
force totally to tear this comfortable xx from 
Well done, obſtinacy ! faid the ax. 
Por. Although I concealed from Cor- 
delia my having ſeen the letter from Alcander 
| that was in the poſſeſſion of Sebaſtian, and 
which we both at firſt believed to be the forgery 
of Oliver; yet ſuch convincing proofs of the 

' wretched change of Ferdinand had appeared 
both to my eyes and ears from the return of 


Adolphus, that my uneaſineſs became too great 
to be any longer ſuppreſſed: and my Cordelia 
would not ſuffer me ro elude her enquiries, till 
ſhe had drawn from me the knowledge of my 


clamor or argument ex perienced the accuſtomary _ 


have parted wholly with that little xs for all the 


k 
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Intelli igence Shins Adolphus. But little di 1 


find that participation leſſened grief; for we 
were both too much affected with the unpleaſing 


account, to enjoy thoſe ſweet converſations 
which we innocently uſed to partake when Fer- 


dinand, the brother arid the friend, was the de- 
If ohtful theme. Yet this ſubje& (changed as if 
_ to diſcord) was fo much uppermoſt in our | 
minds, that no other could feareely ever find a 


paſſage to our lips: but as this was as much as 


poſſible fuppreſſed, each kindly fearing to afMidt 
her friend, we appeared little other than as two 
gliding ghoſts. 

Oliver ſeemed inwardly to ulmaph f in bebe 
ing our dejection; yet as his ſpleen was fully 
gratified, he ceafed throwing out any more in- 
vectives againſt his brother. This was to me 
another ſad proof of the truth of Alcander's 
horrid account; for I imagined that nothing 
but the knowledge of ſuch a change in Ferdi- 
nand could have abated the envy, and conſe- 
quently the malice, of Oliver towards him. 

Melantha, from the real pleaſure ſhe took in 


ſeeing me grie ved, could not well put in practice 


the being my ſhadow in that point. She knew- 
not the cauſe of that grief to be more than 
from the fiſtletter which we all heard read by 
Oliver: but truſting for once to her own judge- 
ment, and thinking to outſhine me, inſtead of 


| fervilely following my ſteps, ſhe affected an un- 
aſual gaiety, and frequently wiſhed for the re- 


turn of Ferdinand, in order to exemplify that : 


| boaſted conſtancy, which no ange was to 
Make or alter. 


Melantha ſoon 5 her wiſh, for it was 
not * before Ferdinand arrived i in London. 
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1 ind: now the CRY were ſeized witha' een 


| fie of lavghter, and were in the higheſt rapture 


at enjoying a faneied ridicule on Portia. They 


aſteed her various rude queſtions, which they 


were pleaſed to think imply*'d. much humour; 


and loſt all their good manners, whilſt they 
imagined they preſerved their good breeding. 


Pray how did Ferdinand come? did he ſwim a- 


eros the ocean? had he wings to fly like a bird 
through the air? or did he ride on the ſtrength 


of your own imagination?—For they ſuppoſed | 
that ſhe was again indulging her whims, and 
growing wild with her own fancies. 
PoxT1a. Since I relate not impoſſibilities, 
1 beg permiſſion to ſay at once Ferdinand was 
arrived, inſtead of entering into a minute detail 
of every circumſtanee of his voyage; ſuch as 


where he went aboard, the name of the veſſel, 
and that of the maſter, with all the various 


changes of the weather; what capes they dou- 
Bled, what harbours they touched at, with ma- 
ny other partieulars, troublefome to the relater, 
and tireſome to the hearer; all whieh uninter- 
eſting circumſtances ' convey no other know- 
Jedge but that there are ſhips, men, forms, 


calms, capes, harbours, &. and the inſiſting on 
a minute rehearſal of ſuch particulars, not necef- 


fary to a ſtory, to me ſavours/ more of a too ri- 


gid exiticiſm, than of the candor of an attentive 
| Heurer. | 


The Cry had enjoyed: their Jake; nor "1 
milch as hearken'd to Portia's anſwer, but ſuffer. 
ed her to proceed with her ſtory. 

PoR TIA. The day that Ferdinand oed * 


His father's houſe; it happen'd (a thing very unu- 


ys with * me) ther 1 * not ha any part f 
5 ra 


4 


it with' Cordelia. The next morning early ſhe 


came to my .bed-ſide, and, with a „ joy 


and ſorrow in her countenance, informed me Sag | 


the arrival of her brother from Barbadoes. My 

earneſt look ſeemed to imply a queſtion, 0 

ſhe anſwered only by an a! eye and fall- 
ing tear. We entered not therefore further ow 
the ſubject, and, reſolving to truſt to the evi- 
dence of my own ſenſes only, I, as uſual, join 2 05 | 
, as one of Nicanor's family at dinner. 


On the firſt ſight of Ferdinand, how was my 


whole ſoul alarmed with various ſenſations! 1 
thought that I perceived an honeſt joy ſparkle 
from his eye on my giving him a welcome, 


which, I confeſs, fell with a doubtful faltering: : 


accent from my tongue; but this pleaſing ima- 
gination laſted not long, for he anſwered me 
with a formal compliment and ſtrain'd civility. 


With a ſwiftneſs like lightning I traverſed backe | 
in my thoughts every paſt ſeene of pleaſure in 


his e which uſed! to gladden alt a. 
round him; but, inſtead of innocent pleaſantry 
and that warmth of heart which uſed to expreſs 
itfelf in the ſimple terms of true affection, his 
diſcourſe conſiſted of labour'd accounts of the 


manners and cuſtoms of foreign nations, and 
forced ceremonial compliments to his family. 


There was no agreeable interchange of diſcourſe 


amongſt us, for grief and aſtoniſhment, which 


had tied the tongues of Cordelia and myſelf, 
made us appear to Ferdinand as much altered 
as he himſelf was in our eyes. Every feature of 

his face ſeem'd to me to have undergone a total 
change; all the harmony of his countenance 
was ruffled into a guilty confuſi jon, and his eyes 
. to glare Fun wild def Idared not 
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lock om Cordelia, ford in her cite I-knew I outs 
behold, to me a moſF painful ſight, the deepeſt; 
forrow. Over ſeemed almoſt as much changed: 
as Ferdinand; the sINIS RA diſappeared; his 
| hatred- to his brother ſeemed vaniſh'd, and he- 
failed not to beſtow on him all that faint ago 
of love which he poſſeſſed. 55 
The ſcene was quite ere Ferdinand was: 
turned! into a common flatterer. Tbe fulſome 
language which you, O ye Cn v, eall love, ad- 
dreſs'd to me, fell from his tongue; and altho* 
the trueſt  reſerye of my conduct at that time 
ſomewhat diſeoncerted him, yet the innocence 
of his behaviour was gone, and he ſeemed de- 


ſirous of taking every opportunity to treat me 
with a freedom which he od, ever voto Kaak | 


ly and affiduoufly avoided. 


On this viſible ran ene ak et. the TYRE, 


in the breaſt of Melantha gave her no reſpite, 


but threw her into ſuch in ward convulſions as al- 


moſt deſtroyed her. The alteration in Ferdi- 


nand (to me ſo ſhocking) increaſed her paſſion 


for bim; and his wh all his: flattery on 
me piqued her pide, and almoſt diſtracted her 
With envy. Oh could ſhe have ſeen the inmoſt 
thoughts of my heart, how much rather would 
ſhe have perceived me the fit object of her 


compaſſion! That Ferdinand ſhould like me 


beſt, would at any time have been wormwood 
to Melantha's peabe, even when ſhe purſued 
him only for the eligible gratification of being 


: my rival. But he was at preſent became her 


real inclination, and ſhe took delight ; in his con- 
verſation. The minds of Ferdinand and... Me- 
lantha formerly were ſtrangers to each Other 
but now Ty te * ſaid to become firſt ac 
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a; yet be Uiſegarded all her advances, 
and perſecuted me with his addreſſes. As Oli- 
ver alſo had at this time no end to anſwer in 
flattering her, ſhe felt what was to her the high. 
eſt of all miſery, the being totally diſregarded, 


and the not being able to perſuade herſelf that 5 


the Had one lover in the world: but the u RA, 
ſor fear of her dying, and eſeaping their clutch- 
es, granted her ſome ſmall degrees of comfort 
1 pointing out to her, that from my ſo aſſidu- 
| ouſly ſhunning Ferdinand, there was no danger 
of my being his wife. Such apprehenſions- 
would indeed have been needleſs, for of all 
mankind Ferdinand was now become the laſt 
man whom I ſhould have choſen to have called 
by the name of huſband; A woman may rea- 
ſonably, perhaps, hope to reelaim a man natu- 
rally wild, and thoughtleſsly vicious; but the 
man who hath onee taſted the pleaſure of poſ- 
ſeſſing thoſe two conſtant companions, wilthny 
and happineſs, and yet can make choice of fol- 
ly and miſery, who can wilfully, and with his: 
eyes open, ſhut out the EXTRA and embrace 
the $INTSTRA, is loft to every olimpſe'c of hope; 
and wretched muſt be the woman who TOR = 
bim with power: ; 
I avoided: as much as poffible the 8 8 ever 
alone with Ferdinand : for his behaviour was 
now ſo totally changed, that I was afraid be 


was grown even capable of affronting me b 


eadeavouring to gratify his licentious deſires; _ 
and he as induſtrioufly ſought opportunities of 
finding me alone, as I did to ſhun ſo-diſagreea- 
ble an interview. At laſt he ſent me a letter, 
begging an hour's converſation with me alone; 
11 alſuring me . his intentions were perfect 
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ty. 1 But as a true picture of the 1 


try thoughts which could now inhabit his boſom, 
Twill repeat to e ry Tre of 1 . 


| letter. 1 


5 ce Dear. cairn.” 728 R 


* Wir! ſhould you 8 c ſhun a 


man who languiſhes and dies but for 


. an opportunity of offering at your feet his 


<« life and ample fortune? Why, blind to your 


e on commanding charms, mould you ſeem 


© fearfully to doubt their power of awing into 
te due diſtance and, reſpect your ardent lover? 
<& Believe me, madam, my deligns- are perfect · 


| 25 ly. honourable; and I flatter myſelf, that my : 


<« propoſals, will be worthy your acceptance, 
% as. Lam now able to ſapport- you in affluence 


% and-ſplendor.. 1 beg only an opportunity of 


a i to you in perſon, how much I am 
„ your devoted and | 
* adoxing. humble ant 


uy * 5 


The Cv now w expreſs'd their hahah afopidn 
ment and admiration at Portia for finding fault 
With ſuch a letter. They declared they ſaw no- 

hing but What was perfectly polite in his ad- 
Arxefs; and, ſince be declared his intentions bo- 
nourable, they wondered what Portia would 


have had. 
"Portia. 1 would have. had Foalinand ſuch 


he appeared when firſt I cheriſhed his 1 Image 
as the higheſt treaſure of my heart; when, in my 


on imagination, 1 beheld his mind the ſeat of 


chearful innocence, | actuated. by every chriſtian. 
principle, and. endeavouring to practiſe every. - 


chriſtian 
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chriſtian virtue: reſolutely Holding faſt the pz x= 
TRA, and barring the leaſt entrance of the s 1. 
WIS TRR: when in thinking of him as my huſ- 
band it would have been my greateſt pleaſure to 
obey him, and my duty and inclination would: 
have been fo ſtrongly connected, that they muſt 
Have been inſeparable. But now his declaration- 
that his intentions. were . honourable had very 
little chance of prevailing with me to grant him 
a private interview: for what he called no- 
NOURABLE Was become my higheſt averſion; 
and, if my perſonal inclination for him had been 
really unconquerable, I would rather have con- 
ſented to have lived with him as his miſtreſs than 
© The CRV now in their own imaginations caſt 
Portia 68 the ground beneath thelr feet, firctch- 
ed up their necks to their utmoſt height, in to- 
ken of ſelf-approbation, and, caſting their eyes 
down from this their elevation, audibly pro- 
- nounced the word wh—re, and declared that 
they ſhould think themſelves eternally diſgraced, 
yere they to be ſeen in polite aſſemblies in com- 


C3 


_Poxris. Ferdinand had put it out of my, 
BE £2 Enn 1 , IRS F 
power to become his lawful, his faithful wife; 
for, whilſt I inwardly harboured an ill opinion of 
him, how could J honour, how could I reſpect: 
him! *Tis true he had left me the power of 
giving him my hand, but he had cruelly. robb'd 
me of the power of beſtowing on him my heart. 
Whilſt he was acting thus prepoſterouſly, I knew: 
too much of the human mind to attempt expo- 
ſtulating with him on his change; I gave there- 
fore the moſt poſitive refuſal to granting him 
a private interview, and in ſuch terms as'plainly 
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ſhew'd that no propoſal he could now make 


would be accepted by me, What cruel ſenſa- 
tions did my heart in that moment ſuffer! to be 


forced by his own change on the refuſal of Fer- 


dinand was like the being forced to ſhun the 


ghoſt of a long-loved huſband, whoſe death had 


deen deeply deplored. _ 


Jjiuſt faid, ſeemed ſtill in great perplexity ; for. 


they could not help imagining that, inſtead of 
her being in any diſtreſs, ſhe had now cauſe for. 
the higheſt joy.—IfF ſhe had an inclination to 
marry Ferdinand, it was at her own-option. If 
ſuch marriage was not her choice, ſhe had now 


an opportunity of inſulting and triumphing over 


her rival Melantha, by refuſing the man ho 
was become her real inclination. For the pow- 


er of refuſing a lover ſtruck the Car. with a 
much ſtronger image of delight, even than be- 
coming a wife, eſpecially as Portia had (in their 


opinion) ſo abjectiy painted that ſtation, That. 


Melantha had at this time cauſe to grieve, they 


eaſily comprehended ; but that Portia, under the. 


exultation of refuſing an offer of marriage, ſhould 
talk of cruel ſenſations, was not, within the. 


bounds of credibility. They ſtarted the Bare, 
therefore, of a favourite difcovery, and again 


deelared that Portia was mad. So-ho was the 
word, and joy ful acclamations ſucceeded. This 
is one of the nobleſt privileges of the CRY: they 


fill Bedlam in imagination with the perſons of 


others, inſtead of taking up all the apartments 


for themſelves, which would be much more 
proper, as it is their own true and natural home. 


Pok TIA. Ferdinand, finding me unmoved 


our 


— 
— \ 


The Cay, notwithſtanding all Portia had 


to grant him an interview, changed his behavi- 


. 1 


: PR. 1 
dur into the utmoſt neglect, and bello wed at 
Dis flattering language on Melantha. She „ 
ulted in the raptures of her heart, and 1 la- : 
- mented in the agonies of mine. 
Now the CRV, all big with Sbe dialen, 
ſtretched their ears wide open, fancying they 
mould ſuck in the pleaſing ſound that Portia was 
conquered by a 8 ting fear, leſt Melantha 
| ſhould rob her of Ferdinand: nay, they flatter- 
ed themſelves that the TUrza mult now fix i in 
her boſom, and drive her to any méanneſs, ra- 
ther than ſuffer her rival to enjoy ſuch 4 tri- 
umph. 
Poxri * That 1 e is eri 
i was not becauſe I feared Melautha ſhould be- 
come the wife of Ferdinand, but becauſe the 
opinion that ſhe was the fitteſt wife for him had 
forcibly taken poſſeſſion of my mind. by 
The Cx x, all baulked and "At inet: nt 
up their ears, returned to thelr accuſtomed ; 
ſneers, and without any ſhame, or (as they 
thought) any impeachment of their civility, bold- 
ly gave Portia, the lye, covered up indeed un- 
der a general reflexion: for they aſſerted that 
411 women are piqued by the preference of a 
rival, and that NO woman was ever free from 
jealouſy. 
PokrIA. ' Melantha ſeeing me grieved gave 
. the ſame turn to it; and hoped my affliction 
aroſe from. the ſame cauſe, which you, O ye 
CR 1, endeavour to impoſe upon your belief. 
And we do. not only believe it, replied the 
Cnr, but know it for certain; neither ſhall 
any cunning evaſions conceal the Way of 1 it 
from our view. | 


PEER 


ing that I had no bodily diſeaſe whatever. 


— 
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0 RT IA. Melantha on this thought 8 


fach a triumph! in her mind, as no words can ex- 


preſs, Yet this triumph he choſe to dreſs in the 


igheſt of all inſolence; namely, a pretended 


pity.: and whilſt ſhe knew the failure of m uſu- 
al chearfulneſs and vivacity had no other durce 
but the deep afffiction of my heart, ſhe was con- 
tinually expreſſing her fears that I was not well, 


perſecuted me with advice how to preſerve my 

health, wanting to debar me from every little 
indulgence, under the pretence that it might be 
hurtful to one in my weak ſtate of FE la and 
this with her eyes wide open, and well Know: 


Sometimes ſhe would go ſo far as to fay, ſhe 
feared I was in love; and, as ſhe now ima in- 
ed that ſhe ſhould: certainly ſucceed with Ferdi- 


fand, and doubted nor but ſhe ſhould ſoon in- 
duce him to turn his common 'gallant flattery, to 
her into a ſerious declaration of love, there was 


no longer any neceſſity of her imitation of me: 


| ſhe fell therefore into her own. natural way of 


talking; ſhe declared that for her part ſhe could 
not feel the torment of being unſucceſsful in 
love, becauſe ſhe could never beſtow her heart, 
tilt he had been ezrRSVapED To Love, and 


then ſhe need not fear, ſhe ſaid, meeting with 


a return of her generous affection. : 
The Cry could not help 1 in imagination en- 


3 joying with Melantha this triumph over Portia; 


and laughed and chuckled from every corner. 
PoRTIA. 


my. mind, or obtain over it one degree of the 
influence the deſired. 


TO. 


/ 
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But this triumph of Melantha was 
all imaginary; for it did not in the leaſt affect 


I was really glad to be in 
a manner relieved from being haunted” by the 
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ghoſt of my beloved Ferdinand. It was the 
loſs of that Ferdinand which I lamented, whilſt - 
the eſcaping the perſecutions of the Ferdinand 
beſt ſuited. to Melantha's taſte, and fitted to be 
her huſband, afforded me ſome ſmall degree of 
comfort. Yet diſappointed of my only proſpe& 
of enjoying any worldly happineſs, ſeeing daily, 
before my eyes the only ſcene that had ever 
given me any pleaſure totally reverſed, I took a 
fixed reſolution of retiring into the country. I 
had naturally a love of reading, and time could 
never be a burthen to me whilſt I was at liberty 
to employ it as I pleaſed for my own amuſe- 
ment. I now began therefore to think of re- 
tirement from the world; and the utmoſt ſoli- 
tude was; my only reſource. Every glimpſe of 
hope was utterly baniſhed: IL had no refuge to 
fly to againſt the evidence of my} own ſenſes. 
All thoſe circumſtances, in which I ſtill hoped to 
find ſome. miſtake! or fallacy, were confirmed 
under the hand- writing of Ferdinand, and alſo, 
by his own behaviour: nor had I the leaſt doubt 
but that he was changed into one of the moſt 
worthleſs. of- bis, 8 
The moſt cunning part of the CRV had. for a. 
long time purpoſely waited to. ſee whether any. 
circumſtance would turn out to excuſe-Ferdi-. 
nand, and to confirm the account which Portia: 
had given of Oliver's under- hand tranſactions. 
But it plainly appeared at preſent, that ſuch her 
relation of Oliver's forgery and contrivance was 
a meer ſurmiſe between her and Cordelia: and, 
as they had heard her repeatedly confeſs, that 
ſhe herſelf was out of all doubt of the change of 
Ferdinand, and of his being, as ſhe laſt ſaid, the 
moſt worthleſs: of mankind; they were actuated. 
JJ : e win 
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with the'utthoſt vehemence, who amongſt them 


42 


fnould be the firſt ſpeaker in proclaiming their 

own great ſagacity in that important diſcovery 
which they were repeatedly ready toutter, name- 
ty, that Portia had ſhewn not only the higheſt 


degree of partiality towards Ferdinand, but the 
moſt inveterate prejudice againſt Oliver. They 


now added the heavy charge of her having falſſy 


charged Oliver with forging lies againſt his bro- 


ther, and that what ſhe had termed calumny 


Was (as ſhe was now convinced) only the plain. 


truth. They declared that Portia's eunning 
evaſions to diſguiſe her partiafity and prejudice 


fhould no longer paſs unreproved; and they 


| boldly appealed to Una, whether they had made 
a wrong judgment, in their diſcovery that Por- 


tia had been for a long time amuſing them witiu 


nothing but falſehoods and partial miſrepreſent- 


- Tt may appear perhaps alittle ſtrange, that the 
CRV ſhould venture to make an appeal againſt 


Portia to Una: but the truth of that part of their 


harge which accuſed her of wilfully throwing” 


on Over a forgery in which he had no hand; 
appeared ſo ſtrong at preſent, that they doubred 


mot but they ſhould have the triumph of a ſen-- 


tence againſt her, even from the deeiſion of 


"Dna - ö | 


The countenance of Una was overſpreadiwitl 


à languid and benign ſorrow. © It was her plea- 
ſure to cheriſh whatever eſteem ſhe had once 
on a reaſonable foundation admitted. Yet the” 
diſcovery of Portia's prejudice” and partiality 
bore fo much the appearance of truth, that al- 


tho? ſhe was diſpleaſed with the Cry's boiſte- 
xous behaviour, yet ſhe eonfeſſed they had great 


reaſon 
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reaſon for the judgment they had formed; but 
added, that common candor demanded that 
Portia ſhould--be heard to the end of her ſtory, 
before they attempted to ſettle any final deter- 
, ns on 
Una's kindneſs fu 


— n 


deeply into the heart of 
Portia, and ſhe would have poured forth her 
thanks in terms moſt adequate to expreſs hex 
gratitude, had there appeared the leaſt probabi - 
lity of her being heard. But the CR, being 
enraptured with Una's deciſion that they had 
great reaſon for the judgment they had formed, 
cloſed their ears to the latter part of her ſen- 
tedce, which prondunced that ſhe ought to be 
heard to the end of her ſtory before a final de- 
termination; and, burſting forth into a general 
exclamation of joy, they clapp'd their hands; 
threw up their caps, huzza was again the word, 
and loud was their triumphal ſhout of victory. 
The inexorable Achilles could not drag the dead 
body of the gallant Hector at his chariot wheels 
round the walls of Troy with more over- bear- 
ing inſolence, than they exerted towards the 
apparently conquered Portia. But when they 
had vented all their ſtock of barefaced inſolence, 
they choſe, by way of variety, to clothe their 
contempt in the borrowed, veil of pity. They 
ſigb'd, ſhook their heads, cryed out, poor Por- 
tia! tis pitiful! 'tis wondrous pitiful 1 but tis 
the frailty of the ſex to. be overcome by violenf 
paſſions, and to make an angel of a fiend! Por- 
tia indeed is but young—her. youth muſt plead 
her excuſe.— Then burſting into a loud fit of 
laughter, they for the preſent concluded their 
malicious iafuls, and a ſilence enſued, in which 
Portia proceeded in her relation. - 
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0 Friendfis, of al things the 7k rare! and — 
© fore muſt rare becauſe moſt excellent! whoſe com- 
forts inmiſery are always ſweet; and wg: coun 
e in © ret are ever 17 15 1 


. | Old Play, 
- 9 5 a cr wa vA. : v. The > "Cave. 
Or 


AVING fixed in my mind the reſolution 
11 of retiring into the country, the only 
reaſon that could poſſibly have ſtaggered that 
reſolution was the parting with Cordelia. Her 
Hal duty required her attendance on her father: 
the could not therefore accompany me; nor 
would ſhe indeed have held the ſame place in 
my eſteem. had ſhe thought of ſuch a felf-grati- 
fication, in oppoſition to being a help and com- 
fort where her duty demanded: ſuch attendance. 
But there was no danger of Cordelia's deviating 
in this point from the conſtant tenor of her acti⸗ 
ons. If there ever was a human creature born 
without ſelfiſhneſs, or rather whoſe ſocial affecti. 
ons had quite eradicated all conſideration for 
herſelf, it was my Cordelia. Reciprocal eſteem 
was the ſolid baſis of our affection for each other; 
and, if it may not be thought too bold an ex- 
reffion- could ſay, that we revelled in friend> - 
beige, for eee miracle in * 
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and gathered the ſweet and pleaſing roſes of 
friendſhip without their thorns. When I in- 
formed Gordelia of my inclination to retire in- 
to the country, ſhe was ſo far from deſiring me 
to ſtay: with her, or from intimating the regret 
my abſence muſt naturally give her, that ſhe 
earneſtly perſuaded me to purſue my intentions, 
as ſhe judged it the moſt likely method of re- 
ſtoring my mind to that tranquillity, which, with 
grief ſhe obſerved, had been for ſome time loſt, 
The Cry were now pleaſed to determine, 
that as Cordelia was ſo generous. as to adviſe 
Portia to retire, altho? it was certainly againſt - 
her own inclinations, Portia ought not to have - 
been outdone in generoſity, but ſhould have ſtaid 
with Cordelia; becauſe Cordelia deſired her for 
her own ſake to leave her. Then they toſſed 
about the words FRIENDSHIP, GENEROSITY!, 
DELICACY, GREATNESS: OH MIND, &eœ. till 
they made ſuch an intricate jumble of affected 
overſtrained refinement, as twas impoſlible to 
PokrrA. When the ſolidity of friendſhip is 
transformed into the froth of compliment, it 
may then indeed properly be called too refined. 
J knew that my Cordelia ſpoke the honeſt and 
affectionate dictates of her heart in adviſing my 
retreat: and although the keeping me with her, 
Whilſt it was not hurtful to my peace, was her 
higheſt joy, yet my abſence, when ſuch abſence 
was for my welfare, was her real pleafure, much 


* 


rather than beholding me uneaſy. And this 1 


could eaſily -: believe from knowing in myſelf the 
fame ſenſations towards my Cordelia. I begged 
her to keep my intentions an abſolute ſecret till I 
put them in execution, whichwas with all the ox- | 
TY - 5; pedition 
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Jedidon the — a few. trifing! affaits would 
-my' choice would have been 


permit: and altho” 
to have removed to ſome far diſtant place, yet 
my impatience to quit London made me take 


up with the firſt tolerable retired place J could 
hear of, which was about twenty miles from 
town. The houſe was ſmall, but neatly furniſh- 


ed: it was ſituated in the midſt of a garden on 


the fide of a hill, and adjoining to it was an a- 


greeable coppice-wood, in which, by permiſſi- 
on of the owner, T had full liberty to amuſèe 
myſelf by walking. The place was very much 


Liſted in all reſpects to my cixcumſtances and 
fancy: and I had great hopes that in this rural 


receſs, by exerting all my refolution, I ſhould 
in time recover my peaee, and reinſtate, my 
mind in tranquillity. As ſoon as I had eſcapec 
the mortifying ſight of the metamorphoſed Fer- 
dinand, 'tis amazing in how ſhort a time my 
ſpirits ſubſided. into a calm. And, gs ſoon as. E 
Found leiſure for refſexion, I conſidered over 


the utmoſt value of every worldly advantage, 


and found that they ſignified roundly nothing. 
The only pleaſure I had ever propoſed. in my 
fe was being bleſſed-with ſuch a companion as. 


Ferdinand: in that I was diſappointed, and thoſe 
flattering hopes were changed into an abſolute 
deſpair. I now therefore calmly reſigned the 


world, ſought not its enjoyments, and deſired 


nothing more than to make the preſervation of 


my own innocence the ſure foundation. of my 


tranquillity, and ſpending. even the latter part 8 


my life in chearfulnefs.. 
Now: were the boſoms: of, the Gar torment- 


ed with the ſharpeſt. ſtings of the 1uRBA, leſt 
As 1 1 ſubdue her mind as gage" to 
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0 ear even the loſs of Ferdinand. Then burſt 
forth the diſcovery, that Portia had retired in 
. ſullen anger, becauſe Ferdinand had flattered 
Melantha; and a heap of trite obſervations they 
uttered about diſappointed women of ſuch wo- 
men's pretended wearinels of the world, when it 
was not in their power to enjoy it—and many 
mote of tlie ſame kind: for compoſing tritical 
eſſays {not like the ingenious Dr. Swift to amuſe 
and entertain, but in order to vent the higheſt 
malignity)-is one of the favourite employments 


* 
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PorT1a. Little can you conceive, O ye 
Cx v, the pleaſures which flowed in upon my 
mind, . whilſt you ſuppoſe that the leaſt rage and 
anger found a place there. In a boſom inha- 
bited by the DExT RA ſome comfort ariſes, even 
from deſpair; of any pleaſure which was once a 
favourite, purſuit; for the very impoſlibility of 
obtaining our wiſh makes us in earneſt endea- 
vour to conquer ſuch à fruitleſs inclination: 
whereas, on the contrary, in the boſom inhabit- 
ed by the sINVIS TRA, the heart labouring with 
the knowledge of its own fancy'd deſert, ſwells 
With tumultuous rage on being diſappointed. I 
was. ſo far from being perplexed with any anxi- 
_ety leſt Ferdinand ſhould even marry Melantha, 
that in a very ſhort time it became perfectly in- 
different to me whom he married, provided I 
myſelf eſcaped the miſery, as Inow thought it, 
of being his f. in oa 
. Whilſt rage, or the leaſt ſpark of anxiety re- 
mains in our retreat, we vainly deceive our- 
ſelves, if we imagine that we have given up the 
World. This is only behaving like wayward 
Children, who, if they are contradicted in the 
. 5 85 „„ 
8 


\ 


vantage. For could 1 have enje 


1 


bent of their humour, will no longer continue 


their play: but if their companions take them 
at their word, and play on, and ſeem as well 
pleaſed without them; how do their little hearts 


{well with rage and diſappointment! nor will 
they reſt, till by ſome means they have deſtroyed 
_ the diverſion of their former playfellows. 


To give up the world with a ſubmiſſive pirtt, 


to detach ourſelves from outward objects from a 


well - weighed confideration of their inanity, muſt 
be accompanied with calm humilityiand- patient 
reſignation; the conſequence of which will al» 
Ways be a pleaſing ehearfulneſs. 

ITis a vain pretenee therefore, a a playing the 
hypocrite with ourſelves or others, to ſay we 


have given up the world, whilſt we harbour in 
our boſoms repining envy, meditated malice, 
and murmuring diſcontent or even if we in⸗ 
dulge ourſelves in Wien or 75 A lopfe t0/ af. 


1 ion. pr OES 
By the help of continual veflexion I ind, in a 
very few days, ſcarce an angious thought re- 


maining in my boſom. I was provided with 


neceflary food, convenient raiment, was free 


from bodily pain, and ſatisfied that I poſſeſſed 


more bleſſags than I deſerved. I could even 
thankfully contemplate my on happineſs in fees 
ing how much every thing turned ot te iy ad- 
ed my utrmeſt 
wich, che marrying Ferdinand, I ſheuld from 
ſuch a deſired detachment have been filed with 
anxious cares for the welfare of Ferdmand and 


his children: whereas now my mind was free; 


J could amuſe myſelf ir ly through this 
world, and wait with patient reſi gnation for an- 
other, Nay, fo far did Leary thee — 


— 
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and ſo ſ ſent ble did 1 imagine myſelf of my hap- 
pineſs, that I thought, ſhould a miracle be 
wrought, and ſhould the former Ferdinand 1 
once loved be reſtored to Jack altho' my love 


would be. the ſame, yet I ſhould. prefer my pre 


ſent ſtate even to the being his wife. 


Here the Cx x were all up in arms with che 
5 words ROMANTIC! REFINED! AFFECTATION! 


& 3 
Portia ſmiled, and thus proceeded. 


PokTIA. The time I had paſſed in Landon 


auge the return of Ferdinand from Barbadoes 
ared from its irkſomeneſs a tedious century, 


5 altho? no more than a fortnight. The exceſſive 


freedom and eaſe of mind which I now enjoy 


ed expanded alſo. a ſmall week into an age: 


for tis giddy pleaſure, and not calm ſerenity, | 


chat gives wings to time, and ſhortens the feeting 
hours., It ſeemed to py that I had lived my 


whole life in my then preſent peaceful manner. 


But on that day ſe*ennightin which entered on 


my retirement, as I was ſitting on a bench in the 
wood adjoining to my garden, from 6 15 1 
had an extenſive and agreeable proſpect, I heard 
the footſteps of a man pretty near ine: diy 


towards me! To avoid him Was impoſſible, and 
to converſe with him was moſt irkſome to me. 


However, he approached me with reſpect, and | 


aſſured me, that if I would not fly from him, but 


would keep my ſeat, he Would not offend me 
| Wiha word: or action, which ſhould be any the 


| leaſt treſpaſs on the ſtricteſt modeſty. 
I thought as we were alone in a rural place, 


I 10 no remecy but to tu him; 3 as even pro- 


i | Mgacy 


t how 
great was my amazement, when I. perceived it 
to be no other than Ferdinand himſelf advancing 
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mgaey will ace be Copa by Re ſop bes yy 
ing thrown. to beds namely, a ſeeming SG: ; 
dence. For I had juſt been reading i in Clariſſa 15 


the letter from Loveleſs to Bel ford about his 7 

Toſe-bud: Ferdinand made ſome flight apology 15 

| . for ſuch an intruſion as this viſit, which he con- 40 
= feſſed he knew to be totally againſt r my conſent, | 


wo: or I ſhould not in ſuch a manner have fled from 
{1 him and all the world; but as the happineſs of ce 
Wl his future life depended on ſuch a private perſon- PT 


| i ; IT 41 interview, he was deter mined not to be baf- ce 
wo fled in it, and therefore had reſolved to receive cc 
Wh his final anſwer from my own lips, I once il 


| << flattered myſelf, Portia,” (ſaid he with : a fi gh) Ti 


c that I was not indifferent to you.“ 
vin Lou did not flatter yourſelf, Ferdi wn, <6 
1 ec (replied I) for I loved you with the fi ncereft 4% 
ö e and moſt ardent affe ction; with a love ſo li- 4 


; * % beral and unbounded, that the power of ce 


> hy — — — 
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rooting it from my breaſt was confined to 


CE Ee d nn 


bl 6 yourſelf alone. No outward: circumſtances, 4 
5 no diſeaſes or infirmities, no depth of miſe- 4e 
13 4 ry which, the moſt uncontrouled imagination ic? 

'£6 can form, had you been but true to yourſelf, 40% 


% could have ſtaggered my faithful conſtancy. 4 
I thought myſelf the natural wife of your bo- ” 
e ſom; and-whatever accident might have in- 
. tervened to prevent the j Joining of our hands, 
ee my heart could never have been beſtowed en 
e another. The painful knowledge that I fl 
«© ſhould have reaſon to refuſe what I once ill 
” : thought my greateſt Happineſs * the being. | "I: 
urs,” had. not alen reached m wretched cf 
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Ferdinand with an avec Ebdatenance cool 
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his reſentment on my refuſal; then fixing his 
eyes ſteadily on me with the utmoſt attention, 
he ſaid: ** Is it poſſible, Portia, that, whilſt my 
«© fortunes were ſo wretched as to drive me 


« from my native country, you ſhould thin 


« with pleaſure of being my wife? ? 
Here he pauſed;—then thus proceeded, _ 
Nor time nor place (as lady Macbeth ſays) 
ee did then cohere: but vo. that things do 
© make themſelves, THEIR MAKING Un. 

«© MAKES YOU! Why ſhould you deprive me 

e of the power of ſupporting you in a magnifi- 

“ cence and grandeur which might render you 

«the object of envy ro in 
«© Oh Ferdinand, (interrupted I) how pre- 


e ferable were you in my eyes when ſunk in 
the loweſt abyſs of poverty! For how you 


© came by that boaſted fortune but re- 
© proaches are abhorrent to my nature; and 
my grief that Ferdinand ſhould ever deſerve 
«© them is too deep and poignant to ſuffer my 
tongue to give them utterance. —You have 
*© murdered my once-loved Ferdinand; for pi- 
“ty ſake perſiſt not in your barbarity, by thus 
«© cruelly, like Aaron“ the Moor, placing the 
% dead body of my friend continually in my 
“ ſight; for by ſo ſhocking a ſpeQacle 1 ſhall 
blind myſelf with weeping. If one grain of 
ſoft compaſſion yet remains in your breaſt, 


leave me to that tranquillity which ſolitude 


alone can beſtow. For my mind is not fo 
* conquered, but in this retirement, ſupported 
f by innocence, I can find ſuch enjoyment as I 
fear (with the deepeſt ſorrow I expreſs my= 
%%% > ou... 
A character in Titus Andronicuss 
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« ſelf) you, O Ferdinand, can never taſte 4. 
T) Ts V 


e ee 


At this inſtant I thought I ſaw a ſilent tear 


ſtealing from his eyes. I hoped it was remorſe, 


but with reſumed aſſurance he thus purſued his 


hated diſcourſe, 


Why, Portia, ſhould you condemn me for 


« a few trifling gallantries, in which I am coun- 


4 tenanced by the general practice of the men, 
* and which are ſeldom a bad recommendation 
“ to women ? for as I prefer you to any other 


< woman, they are only ſacrifices to your beau- 


« ty. Whilſt T was poor *tis true I lived ſo- 
cee berly, becguſe I had not the means of enjoy- 


de ing luxurious pleaſures; but when fortune 


ec flawed in upon me, why ſhould I not make 


« uſe of it, and enjoy myſelf like a gentle- 


„ man?” 


I could not anſwer, but with ſighs and groans 
from my very inmoſt ſoul; and Ferdinand thus 


went on: © As I have an ample fortune, I re. 


«& ſolve to marry; and altho' I thus willingly 
<< lay it at your feet, yet if you are obſtinately 
« bent on your refuſal I will marry Melantha, 
« who I have ſome reaſon to think will willing 
6 ly accept my proffered heart,” _ 

„ Oh Ferdinand, (cryed I, for I could no 
e longer contain my indignation) ſpare me the 


cc pain and confuſion of beholding any longer 


& in my ſight one of the moſt abject of wretch- 


« es, Surely your fatal transformation hath 
ee robbed you of every judicious thought, ſince 


« you can imagine me to be piqued into con- 


44 ſent by the fear of your marrying another! 
e As you are loſt to me by having fallen from 
e the eſteem once ſo much your due, ?tis equal 


$4 to 
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ce to me cho you' marry, or what y you ab, 


66 5 you will relieve me from this horr id 
erſecution. My reſolution never to call ſo 
e deteſtable a creature huſband is unalterably 
6 fixed; nor from this day hope I ever again 
« to be haunted with ſo melancholy a ſpectre.“ 
Ferdinand made me no anſwer, but ſeemed deep 
fixed in thought; he withdrew ſome ſteps, then 
turned as if he was- going to renew his diſ- 
courſe; but ſeeing my eyes bent on him with a 
ſteady indignation, he ſuddenly ſtarted back and 
was out of ſight in a moment. + 
I returned to my houſe trembling, and half . 
dead with the anxiety I had undergone. I aſk- 
ed my ſervant if ſhe had ſeen Ferdinand, She 
anſwered, that he ſtopt at the door and enquir- 
ed for me; but on being told I was walked in- 


to the wood, he tied his horſe to the gate and 


went thither ; that he returned about five mi- 
nutes before me, ſaid not a ſyllable to any crea- 
ture, but getting on his horſe rode with full 
ſp ecd towards London. £ 
His doubtful manner of leaving me, altho? 1 
had given him ſuch an abſolute refuſal, left me 
in no See that he would not renew his vi- 
ſit. My retreat was diſcovered, for which in 
my Win J half accuſed my Cordelia, altho” at 
the ſame time I made twenty excuſes for her 
from the importunity of her brother. I had no 
| ſecurity of enjoying one peaceful day more; 
and to ſtand ſuch another ſcene, as I had juſt ex- 
perienced, was more than my ſtrength would 
bear. I therefore without the leaſt deliberation 
determined inſtantly to leave my houſe, ' and 
taking my maid with me in a poſt chaiſe, I ſet 
out tk PIT I. ſcarcely knew whither; but 
M 2 1 ordered | 
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ordered the boy to go as far in the road to Do- 
ver as we could reach before night. My inten- 
tion was to go directly into France, to find ſome 
agreeable retirement there, and, by concealing 
my retreat from every living creature, to endea- 
vour at the recovery of that calm which I found 
was ſo very pleaſing. I reſolved not to let even 


Cordelia know what ſpot I inhabited, as ſuch 


knowledge would ooly make her liable to be 
again intreated to diſcover me to Ferdinand, 
But I was prevented from quitting England by 

the hand of providence; for no ſooner had I 


reached Dover than I was ſeized with a fever, 


attended with ſo ſtrong a delirium, that I was 
perfectly inſenſible for one and twenty days. 
Ihe very firſt attack of this fever was ſo violent, 
that I immedaitely apprehended it to be mortal; 
I therefore charged my maid, that if I died ſhe 
ſhould ſend notice of it to Cordelia, together 
with a ſealed paper which I gave into her hands, 


and was indeed the diſpoſition of my ſmall for- 


tune to my beloved Friend. On the two and 
twentieth day of my illneſs, the phyſician having 
for ſome time given me over, I fell into a fit ſo 
ſtrongly reſembling death, that my ſervant, ha- 
ſty to execute my orders, diſpatched a meſſen- 
ger to London with the news that I was dead, 


and by him alſo ſhe ſent the paper before-men- 


tioned. That I recovered out of my fainting 
fit is needleſs to declare, as you ſee me now be- 
fore you, and at the ſame time alſo I in ſome 
degree recovered my ſenſes. The girl finding 
me come back to life, and the phyſician alſo ſay- 
ing that by a ſudden turn in my diſtemper he had 
hopes of my recovery, was ſo exceſſively fright- 
ened at having diſcovered the place I was in, 7555 ö 
a ? p 5 | " e ; 
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ke 9 the © holes of it from me; 3 
and, in order to patch up the miſchief ſne 
had done, her officious invention helped 
her to a contrivance which ſhe thought 

would ſet all matters right, and for which | 
| ſhe expected from me great commendations, 
She bribed the meſſenger who was ſent from 
London by Cordelia to report that he ſaw 
me buried, and to fay that ſhe, my maid, 
would be in London in a few days, or a 
week at fartheſt. In this time ſhe hoped 1 
ſhould be well enough to purſue my voy- 
age, and when I was once croſſed the ſeas, 
| ſhe intended to have declared the whole tranf- 
Action. 
Ale Car, who had before fallen on Portia 
for omitting to relate in what manner Ferdinand 
had made his voyage from Barbadoes, now all 
at once declared that they were tired with a par- 
cel of minute particulars; and wiſhed people 
would not be ſo fond of enlarging on every. 
trifle that happened to themſelves or ſervants. 

Portia modeſtly replied, that ſhe ſhould be 

extremely ſorry to detain the ears of her audi- 
tors with facts that were impertinent to the ſtory, 
But as ſhe preſumed it would appear that the 
whole of her future life really turned on thoſe 
ſeemingly - trifling circumſtances, ſhe begged 
their patience for being more minute in this part 
ous in any other part of her narrative. 

Una bent her head in ſign of her permiſſion 
to Portia to proceed in her own manner; and 
the Cx ſhrunk back into their ſullen ſilence. 

Portia. In about a fortnight I began to be 
pretty well recovered, and was conſidering of my 

DE 3 beſt 
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left meinde in che purſuit of my ee when 


the ſervant of the houſe where I lodged, in the 


ablence of my own maid, brought up a poſt. 
letter, which, as ſhe could not read, ſhe deli- 
vered into my hands. I immediately knew the 
hand-Writing to be Cordelia's, and ſeeing it di- 
rec̃ted to my own ſervant, I appeared to have 
ſuch convincing proofs of ſomething under- 
hand with regard to my maid, that without any 
ſeruple I broke open the ſeal. It was indeed 
ſigned by my Cordelia; but the contents were 
perfectly aſtoniſhing, and the tender ſorrow ſhe 
_ expreſſed for my ſuppoſed death drew tears from 
my eyes. The purport of the letter was to en- 
quire what had detained my maid ſo much be- 
yond the time ſhe promiſed to come to town; 


and expreſſing great concern for fear the poor 
girl ſhould be taken ill, defaring alſo, if that was 


| the caſe, that ſhe ſhould want for nothing, ſaying - 


that her kindeſt regard was due to every one that 
once belonged to her much-loved: Partia. 1 
| Had ſcarce finiſhed theſe ſtrange contents, be- 
fore. my maid came into the room, and on my 
ſhewing her the letter ſhe. fell on her knees, 
confeſſed all ſhe had done, and implored my 
pardon. - As there appeared no malice or real 
ill intention in her proceedings, I could not 
long be angry with the poor girl; but I could 
by no means conſent to conceal myſelf by come - 
ing into the meaſures ſhe, poor ſilly creature, had 


deſigned. I could not bear even the appear- 
| ance of having feigned death only to affſict my 


beſt friend; I therefore diſpatched a letter to . 


3 Cordelia, acquainting her with the real truth of 


Fr every e as I have already related, 


adding „ 
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adding, that 15 was reſolved to purſue my in- 
tentions of leaving England; and as I was, I 
thanked God, recovered enough to undertake - 
the voyage, I ſhould only wait to hear from 
her of her health before I ſet out; and, if ſhe 
really deſired it, I would continue to her the 
knowledge of my retreat, and enjoy her cor- 
reſpondence, which I at firſt intended to avoid 
out 185 a tender regard to her, and not from any 
failure of affection. My Cordelia's anſwer was 
filled with the hi 5 expreſſions of joy for 

this my being reſtored again to life, in order, 
as ſhe hoped, to bleſs her and all that was dear 
to her. She was reſtrained, ſhe ſaid, from fully 
explaining herſelf on that expreſſion ; + but the 
would not be refuſed the requeſt, that her bro- 
ther ſhould pay me a viſit in as ſhort a time af. 
ter my receipt of that letter, as my hurry of ſpi- 
_ Tits would give leave.“ Poor Ferdinand (ſaid 
| the) will be the bearer himſelf of this letter, 
and will only wait for your permiſſion to ap- 
„ pear before you.” I had ſuch an unlimited 
confidence in my Cordelia, that I no more he- 
ſitat ed on admitting Ferdinand (who I was in- 
formed by my maid was waiting at an inn in the 

town) into my company, notwithſtanding all 
my former reſolutions, than if he had never 
appeared other to methan the gentle, the amiable 
Ferdinand of my firſt acquaintance. 

Here the CRV were pleaſed to be extremely 
witty on Portia's ſaying, that ſhe admitted this 
viſit from Ferdinand out of her confidence in 
his ſiſter Cordelia's friendſhip. They believed, 
they ſaid, that every woman, who was madly in 
love with a worthleſs fellow, would have the 

D . . 
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ſame co DENCE in any one ls 
her to admit him into her preſence; and then 
an inſulting laugh re- echoed through the whole 
aſſembly. 
PokrIA. Altho? my anbounded 92 liberal 

friendſhip for my Cordelia, which you, O ye 

Cx x, have interpreted into an unconquerable 
paſſion for her brother, made me apprehend no 
ill conſequence from an interview that was to 
be the reſult of her requeſt, yet could J not in 
the leaſt flatter myſelf with its being any more 
than a final adieu to Ferdinand, which was no 


ſiuch mighty boon to grant to a man I had once 


in my min 


ſo 1 8 loved. But whilſt I was ruminating 
a thouſand reaſons for Cordelia's 
making a requeſt which appeared to me fo trifling, 
Ferdinand entered the room. : 
He approached me with a diffident reſpect, 
and my pleaſed imagination preſented him to my 
eyes in the true form of my once- loved Ferdi- 
nand. A ſudden joy ſeemed to ſparkle from his 
eyes, unmixed with that wildneſs which of 
late had diſperſed their benign beams, and he 
accoſted me in a manner that engaged all my at 
tention, nor will the minuteſt word he ſpoke be 
ever blotted from my memory. 
Portia, (ſaid he) you are now riſen from the 
dead; and as faithfully as I would ſpeak to 
one of thoſe bleſſed ſpirits before whom no 
falſchood can remain undiſcovered, will I lay 
open to your view every action, every thought, 
that hath paſſed in this unhappy breaſt, ſince 


with leſs awe that I ſhall, if 1 have your per- 
1 1 to you this account, than if 1 
© was 
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J firſt was capable of reflexion. It is ſearcely 2 
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© was waiting my final doom; nor will 1 mur- 
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mur at your ſentence, let it exerciſe the moſt 
rigorous puniſhment, as I know I am deſerving 


inflict.“ 


a kind of terror; and I dreaded a recital from 


his own mouth of thoſe crimes, which from re- 


port alone I had hitherto learnt, and of which at 


preſent he ſeemed truly repentant: but his ap- : 


peal to me was ſo earneſt, that I could not reject 
the confeſſion of ſuch a penitent; and, promiſing 


him the-utmoſt attention, I begged him to pro- | 
ceed, which he did in the following manner, and 


| which, if I have e I will repeat in his 


NS OS NAS 


her perſon ceaſed to enthrall me, was abhor- 
rent to my thoughts. I ſaw various Women; 


own £5095 WY 


Una told Portia that he would on no occaſion 7 


refuſe her the liberty of taking her own method, 


provided ſhe was but clear and intelligible in her 
narration. - . 
PorT14. - © As ſoon as I was capable of re- 
flexion (ſaid Ferdinand) or of forming any 


ſcheme for the regulation of my conduct, I 
reſolved, if ever I ſhould marry, to wave all 
other conliderations 1 in the choice of my wife 


a K «aA 


her deſerving my higheſt approbation. To 


ſordid to have any place in my mind; and to 


* give the leaſt pleaſure, as ſoon the charms of 


— e 


much more than you can poſſibly deſire to 


The l of this addteſs filled me wih 


but an eſteem bullt on the ſolid foundation of 
barter my true happineſs for money was too 
make a god of my appetite, by ſuffering a ca- 


© pricious defire for beauty to enſlave me for 
life to a companion every way unqualified to 


* * N 9 * N 
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e bote allo pleaſed me in a ſhort and e 

© converſation : but when I had firſt the plea- 

* ſure of your acquaintance I was at once abſo- 

© lutely determined in my choice. Do not 
. © weep, Portia, for your tears will diſſolve all 
c 
4 
6 


my reſolution.—T could not, like a coxcomb, 
immediately fancy myſelf the object of your 
love, but ſoon your generous and undiſguiſed 
openneſs of heart left me ſo very little doubt 
of it, that I muſt have been perverſely blind 
to my own happineſs, if I had ſhut my eyes 
againſt ſuch a pleaſing knowledge. I watched 
every turn of your mind ; I led you through 
every fort of converſation, approved all your 
ſentiments, and covld'not find a fault in your 
conduct. But your honeſt candor in readily 
ſeeing and acknowledging truth the moment 
it was propoſed, and, if any flight error had 
heedleſsly crept into your mind, the yielding 
it up on the firſt conviction was what 1 chiefly 
admired. Thus your very errors, in my opi- 
nion, turned out to your honour. Women 
who call themſelves in love, whilſt they alter - 
nately rave with fondneſs and jealous fury, 
could never be the objects of my affection. 
The having a command over the paſhons, 
and not the raiſing and enflaming them into 
continval tumults, was to me the baſis of 
eſteem: then where could I be ſo fully grati- © 
fied as in my Portia! Although I was not 
originally what might be called in love with 
you, yet the ſtrongeſt liking. foon followed 
ſuch an approbation; and in you I met an 
object towards whom I could energize all my 
| allection, and! in whom J could place all m 
| | : delight. 
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deligit. But yet there lay in our road to hap- 
pineſs an obſtacle that appeared inſurmount- * 
able. Such a want of fortune on both ſides 
my family too in the higheſt diſtreſs ! that ö 
when I have been upon the point of opening 
to you my whole heart, I have been ſo con- 
fuſed in my thoughts that I have not dared to 
execute ſuch a purpoſe ; for in what terms If 
could 1 have made my addreſs? how could 1 : 
aſk you to come aboard a veſlel in which you 
muſt be inevitably ſunk? or how could I make 

ſo prepoſterous a requeſt as to ſay, Oh Por- 

4c tia, I am deſirous that for my ſake you ſhould _ 
© leap down a dangerous precipice becauſe T : 
e love you?” My heart would not ſuffer me 
to utter ſuch fallacious language; and I was 
therefore forced to avoid the coming to any 
explanation. But the pains I underwent to _ 
act with a reſerve ſo contrary to my nature, 
were they known, would be the higheſt proofs _ 
of the ſincerity of my love. In this uneaſy - 
ſituation of my mind I was forced, by abſo- 
lute neceſſity, and Oliver's malice, to ſepa- 
rate myſelf from all my ſoul held dear, and to 
ſeek a refuge from dire poverty, and its con- 
ſtant attendant, reproach, in a foreign climate. 
But the utmoſt force of my reſolution was al- 
moſt baffled at the cruel moment of our ſe- 
paration: and had 1 not in a manner fled 
from you, and had not the ſwiftneſs of the 
motion whirled away my thoughts, nor gave 
me leiſure to exert: my power of reflexion, I 
doubt not but I ſhould have experienced the 
truth of the poer's obſervation, who ſays, that 
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28 Whoever Rt to parly with temptation 
Does it to be o'ereome— - . 
© Oh OP do. not a walt my foul with 
tears, you weaken me to the ſtate of a new- 
born infant, I ſhall be diſabled from proceed- 
ing, and you will ftill remain in ignorance of 
what is the ſtrongeſt wiſh of my heart, and will 
be your higheſt joy to know. When J arrived 
at Barbadoes, (my Portia being as I hoped _ 
the reward in view) the moſt aſſiduous labour. 
ing hind never ſurpaſſed me in induſtry: by 
« theſe means, and by the friendly aſſiſtance of 
« Alcander, I ſucceeded in increaſing my for- 
tune beyond my moſt ſanguine expectations; 
I joyfully wrote my father an account of my 
Ts ſucceſs, remitting him, ſuch ſums as I hoped 
'© would in ſome. meaſure change his penury to 
'< ptenty. I wrote to you, Portia, and opened 
to you without reſerve every thought as they 
* aroſe in the ſincerity of my heart, As all the 
« pleaſure it could be in the power of fortune to 
« beſtow on me mult ariſe from another's parti- 
« cipation, and not by confining it to myſelf, I 
declared my hope that you would indulge.me 
in being my companion for life. I dwelt on 
the thought of our mutual pleaſure when the 
5 
« 
3 
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ſcene of poverty ſhould be quite reverſed, 
when my father ſhould paſs his remaining 
days in affluence, and my deareſFiſter Cordelia 
ſhould enjoy the friendly rapture of ſeeing 
her Portia bleſſed, and Reling all 8 0 
„ © her. . 
This laft picture . by e (RK 
picture as 1 1 of e . !) 


forced | 
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guiſe the truth.” 


3 ; 
| forces from my breaſt this duden ee A 
Oh Ferdinand, whither can this tend? I re- 
- © ceived no ſuch letter from you; your father's 
© heart was gladdened with no needful ſupply 3 
don't abuſe my ears with falſchoods—or into 
' © what ſtrange deluſions are you leading my un- 
wary heart?”- | 
© Into no deluſions (replied Ferdinand). * 
65 Nl ys no falſehoods, nor utter any other than 
the honeſt dictates of my ſoul. And by the 
4 { wanton cruelties I am going to confeſs myſelf + 
guilty of towards the brighteſt pattern of ge- 
© nerous love that ever was beſtowed on an un- 
worthy obje&, you will have no cauſe to think 
© that I endeavour to conceal, or artfull dif- 5 


The ſtory of the planter's daughter ſuddenly 
forced itſelf on my imagination, and I woulfl 
willingly here have ſtopped Ferdinand from 
wounding my ears with the fad recital, but Lhad 
promiſed him my attention. He had all ythe 
muſic of his voice, which Hitherto had uttered 
no diſcordant ſounds, charmed my fandy | 27 
pleaſing hope of things almoſt incredible With /- 
no farther interruption therefore than a deep 

ſigh, I ſuffered him to proceed in the following 
; manner. 5 

I could obtain (days Ferdinand) no Aer 
* to any of my. letters, except fome formal 
thanks from Oliver in the name of my fa. 
© ther; nor did I by any other method hear from ll 
© England till Adolphus came abroad, and I 
* brought to Alcander your letter filled with” 
© anxious enquiries concerning my behaviour. 


II was aſtoniſhed: to find that I lay under ſuch 
| * © Heavy 
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heavy and undeſerved cenſures. I traced the 

hand of malice exerting all its ſhuffling arti. 
fices, and I am ſorry to ſay that I ſuſpected my 
own brother of being the miſchievous plot- 


ing engine. Now a new ſcene opened to my 


view, and tempted me to give an uncontrouled 


liberty to one part of my natural diſpoſition, 


which I had hitherto had little opportunity to 
exert, and which, to my confuſion I confeſs, 
is no other than a curious love. of refinement 


on my pleaſures. I was overjoyed to read in 


my Portia's anxious concern for me the ſin- 


cereſt love. I always wiſhed to have my 


wife's warmeſt affection, but I could not bear 
to have that affection built on a capricious 
fancy. I was well aſſured, that the woman 
who would conſent to be my wife in contra- 
dition to her better judgment, and only to 

gratify her preſent humour, would from the 
ſame indulged capriciouſneſs yield to the firſt 
change of her inclinations, and follow any 


new object of her varying fancy. My mind, 


at eaſe from the aſſurance of my Portia's con- 
ſtant affection for me, grew wanton; and I _ 
. reſolved to make the experiment whether you 


could conquer your paſſion when your eſteem 
was loft " | Toon 


* \ ap G 


„Was I ſo little known then, Ferdinand? or 
is there no force in the moſt innocent, as well 
as the moſt ardent affection, to baniſh all doubt 
and ſuſpicion from the mind? 5 


© So well, Portia, were you known (replied. ; 


_ 


Ferdinand) that I looked no otherwiſe on ſuch 
a trial than as a certain method to make my 


Portia ſhine out with added luſtre ; and, by 
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thus confirming my opinion of your noble 
heart, to give peace and joy to all our days to 
come. I warmed my imagination with this 
my new ſcheme, and communicated my 


thoughts to Alcander : he unfortnnately ſym- 
pathized with me in my idle love of refine- 
ment, and encouraged me to proceed. We 
joined in dictating bis reply to your letter. 


We invented together the ſtory of my inhu- 
man treatment of the planter's daughter, 


which he related to Adolphus; and we made 
no doubt but Adolphus would convey the 
cruel report to your ear. The better to carry 
on our ſtratagem, I perſonated before Adoli- 
phus the new character I had aſſumed : for al- 
tho? to perform the part of ſenſe and ſobriety 


would be an impoſlible taſk to a filly profli- 
gate; yet on the contrary, the receipt to per- 
ſonate a ſilly profligate lies in a few words, 
and requires a ſmall quantity of ingredients. 
It is only to talk a rhapſody of nonſenſe pro- 


perly larded with oaths; to brag of leading a 
life of intrigue, and to talk of women only 
as the natural prey of men : to boaſt therefore | 


of every ſucceſsful ſnare you have laid for the 
innocent, and to declare yourſelf above being 


reſtrained from acting ſuch a eruel part by an 
laws either human or divine; to throw into 
your difcourſe over a bottle a good quantity of 
obſcenity, and the more blaſphemy is added, 


the more ſhining will be the part; and thus 
the whole character may be moſt fully com- 
pleated. The laſt mentioned ingredient I to- 
tally omitted before Adolphus; but that no- 


thing might appear wanting, I ſuffcred Alcan- 
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from the mouth of my beloved Ferdinand. 


— on * 
e e 


— ** W 8 er f N 
1 I EY R £ p AO 9 . 5 1 = * 
LOR 7s” 3 2 * „ ; 5 * 4 ee « 


* OTE 


B x *% 2 4 . 
— 3 > . 7 2 „F na { 
BS SCI Toe oo EY 5 Pn e : A 
_ . 5 £ * 2 8 0 45 2 
* . — * * 


5 der to accuſe me of this alſo in his letter to 
you. Adolphus's ſtay at Barbadoes was fo 
„ ſhort, being only five days, that it was eaſy 


< for me always to appear before him in this 
transformed light: but when he ſet forward on 


his return to England, nothing could equal my 


© impatience for his account to Alcander of 


Hour reception of that news, which like a 
© thoughtleſs cruel wretch I conſidered not was 


© torob you of all the generous pleaſure of your 


s heart. But when I read in Adolphus's letter 


to Alcander an account of your behaviour, 


«how in the moſt pathetic terms you had de- 


< plored your piercing ſorrow, I was ſhocked at 
© my own barbarity, and was impatient at the 


vide ocean, which with my utmoſt ſpeed muſt 


* fo long delay my throwing myſelf at my Por- 
< tia's feet, and relieving the bitter pangs I had 


' © cauſedin that gentle boſom. Adolphus inclo- 


© ſed to Alcander your note of an hundred 
pounds, begging and intreating him to give 
« it to the planter's daughter, who had really no 
© more exiſtence than the Dulcinea of Pon 


Ferdinand on this produced the note out of 


his pocket- book; on the ſight of which, as be- 
ing an outward evidence of the falſehood of 


that horrid barbarous ſtory, and fully proving to 


my ſatis faction that the planter's daughter was 
only an hideous phantom, that had frightened 
away every peaceful thought from my ſoul, I 


was overcome with a profuſion of joy, and 
wiſhed for an hundred ears to ſuck in the pleaſing. 


ſounds, which now flowed in ſuch abundance 


Here 


> 8-4 
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Here the Cay were ready with their accufa- 
tion againſt Portia of being jealous, in the com- 
mon acceptation of the word, of the planter's 
daughter: but Una, who was very deſirous of 
hearing the remainder of Ferdinand's ſtory, awed” 
them by a frown from giving her at this time any 
Interruption. 3 %% - 
Portia, This generous, this humane 
action (continued Ferdinand) was like my 
Portia, / No hope of farther gain, as I had a 
fortune. ſufficient to ſatisfy the utmoft of our 
moderate wiſhes, ſhauld have with-held me. 
from,embarking in the firſt ſhip which ſet fail 
for the Engliſh coaſt. Sleeping or waking my 
imagination dwelt on nothing but the pleaſure 
of ſeeing you undeceived, and rejoicing over 
your conviction of my innocence. On my 
arrival I ſoon found, by the countenance' of 
my Cordelia, what credit my fooleries had 
found; and on my firſt beholding you, I felt 
the difference of your reception from what 1 
have experienced even from the ſhorteſt ab - 
ſence ; for thoſe eyes, which uſed to brighten 
into joy, were now depreſſed with languid ſor- 
row. My heart bled with compaſſion, and I 
reſolved the next morning to pour forth my 
ſoul before you: but the natural bent of the 
mind being once uncurbed, and ſuffered to _ 
rove with an uncontrouled licence, generally 
knows no bounds, but will wander and lead us 
into paths which were at firſt unthought of, 
nay, will ſometimes enſnare us into actions 
which would ſtartle humanity.— 
Did you never, Ferdinand, read the tragedyx 
© of the Fatal Curioſity ? „ 
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my own picture in that of young Wilmot, 
+ often with bim have 1 my. within my- 
elf; 5 


2 1 6 5 / 
5 
4 X x — 


How "Si my curioſity betray'd 1 me 
Into 05 pain; I faint with fondneſs. 5 


vet like him I ſtill perſiſted in my fooliſh re- 


finements. There being now no ſeas betwixt 


us, but the bleſſing ſo near my reach, that 1 
imagined I had no more to do than to extend 


my hand to take it, I was reſolved to be = 


eye · witneſs to my Portia's ſteadineſs of mind: 
and my forced behaviour from the cruel whim 
of endeaveuring to perſuade you to be my 


wife,whilſt I appeared thus changed and aban- 


doned to every villainy, dwells I fear too 


ſtrongly on your memory to need a repetition, 


When I found that you was fled from town, 


in the ſudden fear of my heart that I had loſt 


you, I laid open to Cordelia all the circum- 
ſtances I have now related, and begged her 
kind aſſiſtance to recover a treaſure which I 
had wantonly caſt away. Cordelia would not 
reproach me, but by her countenance I ſaw 
how much ſhe diſapproved all my manage- 


ment. But not doubting that by an interview 


with you every fatal miſtake would be cleared 


up, ſhe readily diſcovered to me the place of 
your retirement. She would have accompa- 
nied me to have ſhared in the joy of our meet- 


ing, but my father was too bad with a violent 
fit of the gout to ſpare her even an hour from 


s his bedlide, I ME out with the moſt fixed reſo» | 


6 lutien . 


5 EY . 
s 5 3 
3 
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to relieve my ſelf from the higheſt uneaſineſs. 


fell into the error J intended to renounce, and 


artifi ce of threatening on your refuſal to mar- 


a ſnare of my own weaving, and knew-not 
| how to extricate myſelf from the fooliſh maze 


fuſal of me was my joy, my triumph! nor 
can words expreſs how my ſoul exulted to 
find, that the more I tried you the brighter 
ſhone forth all your excellence ! Yet fo ſud- 

den a ſhame overtook me, when I conſidered 


what I had uttered, to fall at your feet im- 
ploring forgiveneſs, and to ſay, 


* 


* 1 


« * All , ht 
Were but my trials of thy love, and thou 
_ © Haſt ſtrangely ſtood the teſt - 


5 
- 


© I once turned back, having, as 1 thought, 
gained courage to reſume my former ſelf; 


© but the ſevere look, which you too properly 


© caſt on a wretch ſo abje& as I appeared, baffled | 


* Shakeſpear's Tempeſt, Act 4, Scene . 
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But I had not felt ſufficient . puniſhment for 
my folly ! ſome over-ruling power ſeemed to 
infatuate my mind with little leſs than mad-. 
neſs; and, as if I was under the power of en- 
chantment from my. own accurſed trifling, 1 


purſued you as you know with flattering per- 
ſecutions, paltry allurements, and the mean 


ry Melantha. I was like a bird entangled in 


in which I was bewildered. Your ſteady re- 


the mean figure I at that time made in your 
eyes, that I had not the power to contradit 


— 


_ lation to remove, if poſlible, from your 1 ind 
all thoſe: torments I had cruelly inflited, and 
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and to pave my way for reconctlement with 


my Portia. The next day, my father having 
a ſmall interval from pain, my ſiſter Cordelia 
Vas enabled to comply with my requeſt, and 


to ſet out with me for the place of your re- 
treat : but on our arrival we found the houſe 
entirely ſhut up, nor the leaſt traces in all the 


village could we find of the way that you had 
bent your courſe. This was indeed an un- 


expected ftroke, and now were my eyes forced 


my. reſolution, and I haſtily fled back to my 5 
Cordelia in order to make her my mediator, 


wide open on my own folly. My Cordelia 


was too ſenſibly afflicted herſelf to give me 
any comfort. I diſpatched meſſengers every 


way that I could think of, but they all re- 
turned with an account that their ſearch after 


you had been fruitleſs. Some hope ſtill re- 


mained in my mind, that after I had ſufficiently 


been puniſhed, a lucky chance might bring me 
information of your abode ; but when the let- 


ter from your ſervant arrived, giving an ac- 


count that your gentle ſpirit was indeed fled 
out of the reach of human barbarity, and 


when the ſecond meſſenger confirmed the fatal 
tidings, by declaring himſelf to have been an 
eye-witneſs of the ſad proceſſion to your 


E 


tomb; the ſhaft which pierced my heart was 


truly ſhot, and I abandoned myſelf to the ut- 


moſt depth of deſpair. Thoſe cruel words, 


PorT1a 1s DEAD, would at any time have 


had the force to have cleft my ſoul aſunder; 


but when from the ſtrongeſt inward conviction 
I was forced to add, AND I STAND HERE 


HER MURDERER !—Oh Portia, can your 


imagination 


— 


„ 5 ( 261 ) ER — | 
< imagination form the torments of ſinful ſpi- 
© its doomed to eternal perdition greater than 

é thoſe which at that time rent and excruciated 

* my ſelf. condemned, my guilty boſom ?? 


I begged Ferdinand not to dwell on this part 
of his narration : I aſſured him that I delighted 
not in the idea of his ſufferings, but intreated 


. 


him to proceed. 


My deareſt Cordelia (proceeded he) altho* 
' © ſhe had a load of grief on her mind ſufficient _ 
(to have ſunk a leſs ſteady breaſt, by her gen- 


« tle ſoothing and kind mitigations of my. 


© crimes, brought me at laſt to ſome ſmall de- 


gree of compoſure. Beſides, I could not bear 
to be ſuch an additional weight to her ſor- 


© row. I therefore at once determined to fol- 


low my Portia's example, and to ſeek a re- 


© fuge in total retirement from the world. 


Fool that I was, to imagine that ſolitude 


© would give to a guilty mind, which could not 


© fly from its own thoughts, the calm tranquil- 


© lity which innocence” enjoys, when eſcaped 
from the perſecutions of others! In purſu- 


© ance of this reſolution I ſettled all my affairs. 


I intended to leave with my Cordelia means 


c ſufficient for an eaſy maintenance for life for 
© herſelf and whole family, and to take for my- 
« ſelf only enough to provide the plaineſt ne- 


_ © ceſſaries, ſo as not to be troubled in my re- 
© treat with the daily thoughts of ſupporting 


my wretched life as long as Twas doomed to 


« endure it. Every thing was now thoroughly 


© ſettled for my ſetting out, and I intended on- 


ly to ſtop and pay the tribute of ſome heart- 


« felt groans and tears of repentant ſorrow at 
; "my 
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my Portia's grave, and then fly to the re- 
moteſt part of the earth, when a ſtrange. 
cloudineſs overſpread the countenance of 
Oliver, and his lowering eyes ſeemed to 
threaten ſome impetuous ſtorm. During the 
exceſs of my ſorrow from the time I firſt 
feared I had loſt the only treaſure of my ſoul, 
my brother had ſeemed to enjoy a pleaſure 
- unuſual to him; but my thoughts were too 
© buſily employed to beſtow on him much ob- 
* ſervation : but from the time that my ſpirits 
© ſeemed a little calmed, or at leaſt that I had 
« exerted ſtrength of mind enough to hide my 
© ſorrows, in compaſſion to my Cordelia, more 
within my own breaſt, this ſtorm in the boſom 
of Oliver ſeemed to have been gathering, and 
now ſeeing me fixed in my purpoſe of flying 
' for ever from the ſight of bin and all man- 
kind, he began to wrangle and diſpute with 
me on ſome mere trifles, which he would im- 
t © poſe upon my unwilling ears, and with con- 
© tinual galling and fretting me, ſometimes alſo 
© barbarouſly touching the part which was but 
too tender, he forced from me this reproof: 
% Oh Oliver! IT am ſorry that I cannot ſay with 

„ pleaſure, Oh my brother! why will you 

ce delight to wound a heart already mangled 
«© with deep-felt ſorrow? yer am I not fallen ſo 
& low, but I can with pity look down on a 
6c wretch, who hath waſted his whole life in the 
« miſtaken purſuit of ſecking happineſs from 
the miſery of others: whoſe deep-laid plots 
e have ever redounded on his own head, and 
e whoſe malicious inventions have fixed no tor- 


cc ments in any boſom but his own. Think 
- cc 
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- 6 not, miſtaken Oliver, that becauſe I have ne- 
ce ver declared my knowledge of the baſe ma- 
6 lignity of your heart (which I would gladly 
& have hid even from myſelf) that I have not 
c perceived your vain efforts of conquering my 
© mind, and rendering me miſerable. I have 
& ſeen all your wiles and artifices; I have 
© eſcaped them all; nor ever could have been 
cc reduced to the wretched ſtate in which you 
now behold me, but from the folly of my 
e own inventions. In this thought I feel a 
c contrite pleaſure ariſing from the very puniſh- 
e ment I nowundergo.” Il ſhould have pro- 
© ceeded farther, but Oliver ſuddenly interrupt- 
© ed me, with a fury darting like lightning from 
© his eyes: Vain wretch (ſaid he) if from that 
© thought ariſes any ſatis faction, ſoon will I 
ec wreſt it from thy graſp, by ſhewing thee that 
C thou haſt been no other than the deluded dupe 
© of my machinations throughout the whole 
© courſe of thy fancy'd ſagacious life.“ He 
© then with an inſulting ſneer (hoping as he de- 
< clared that it would fill my foul with freſh 
© torments) laid open from the beginning all 
© the deep-wrought contrivances of his life.“ 
' Here, ſaid Portia, Ferdinand repeated to me 
the black account of Oliver's paſt actions, ut- 
| tered by himſelf in rage, deſpair of future ſue- 
| ceſs, and a hope of hurting his brother to the 
quick. It contained an impudent undaunted 
avowal of that hatred and malice towards his 
brother Ferdinand, which I have ſo repeatedly, 
and with no leſs than bare juſtice, imputed to 
him. He boaſted of his intercepting all Ferdi- 
nand's letters, of his artfully drawing prin 
11 e e 
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many ig Sebaſtian to be an aſſiſtant in his 
forgeries, in the manner I have already related, 
and expreſſed, he owned, great aſtoniſhment at 
the ſtrong appearance there was at one time of 
all his calumnies- being no more than truth. 
He burſt into the higheſt Fx 6 
- finding, as he ſaid, that Ferdinand had been ſo 
thoroughly his dupe, as to have dug a much 
deeper pit for himſelf from his own refinement 


of diſpoſition, than that into which he intended 


him to fall. His triumph he profeſſed was now 


perfectly compleat, ſince duped by his artifices 


his brother was led into ſuch deep misfortunes, 
as it was not in the power of fate to remedy. 
Many other particulars did Oliver declare, which 
it would be tautology in me to repeat, and I. 
| will therefore go on with the addreſs of Ferdi- 

nad, who proceeded in the following manner: 


Oliver (ſaid Ferdinand) concluded this his 


N 


inſult may bear that name, with bidding me 


a brother's murder, added to that of a woman 


8 


— grinn'd homibly a ghaſtly mile. 


. boſom, I could not more completely have 


t of exultation on 


black confeſſion, if words uttered in rage and 


not vent my ſorrows like a child in blubbering 
tears, but boldly exert the man, revenge my 
mighty wrongs, and then I might retire to 
my deſired ſolitude, he faid, with the load of 


who ſo ſincerely loved me. He ended with 
an inſulting laugh, or rather, as Milton fo well 


Had the deſire of revenge really poſſeſſed my. 


executed it than by ſuffering ſuch a wretch 
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füll to continue bis own. echtes OY 
© lengthening, if poſſible, rather than ſhorten- 
„ing his life. But grief on all ſides had ſo 
© weighed me down, that I had no ſtreng 

either to move or ſpeak, The ſight of fo de. 
© formeda monſter, as Oliver had now diſplayed. 
* himſelf to my view, made me wiſh for ever to 
«loſe the power of ſight. I made him no an- 
fer: I threw myſelf on the ground, 'enfold-. 
np my face. with my arms, and know not 


ho long I ſhould have continued in that po- 


© ſture, or whether I ſhould not through ſighs _ 
s have forced my ſoul to have quitted its cum- 
c © brous load, had not my Cordelia entered the 
*© room, and, flying to me with ſounds more 
© {meet thin the moſt heavenly muſick; recalled . 
© my ſpirit back to life, by ſhewin nie the let- 
© ter which you wrote to her. It ſeemed as if 1 
© was wakedinto Elyſium; I would that inſtant 


© have flown to my Portia, but Cordelia feared 


it might too much ruffle your ſpirits without 


the kind paſſport which ſhe gave me. And 


© now you ſee before you either the moſt mi- 
©: ſerable or the moſt happy of mankind. Lou 
© are acquainted with my whole ſoul; its very 
& inmoſt thoughts have been honeſtly expoled” | 
© to your view. Is it poſſible, Portia, that you! 
é © can let your generoſity ſoar to ſuch an amaze- 
'@ Ing height, as to forgive my wanton cruelty 
in having voluntarily tormented your” Kind 
and honeſt heart? 3 

Forgive you, Ferdinand! (aid DT er e 


6 | forgive you.'—He readily acknowledged, he 
ſaid, the Juſtice of the Tenitence, Acne its r- 
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© miſtake my meaning. 


| 8 


( ds. 45 
gor was more, he feared, than, he. could be 55 


able long to ſupport. 
. * Conclude not too haſty, , (cried I) you. quite = 


he - notion of for- 5 
« giveneſs implies the acknowledging a crime. 


N A little too much refinemement on true and 


delicate love ſhould not be loaded with the, 


s name of guilt. No ſuch thought is har-. 
© boured in this breaſt : and tho” human frailty. 


c . hath ſo far over come a generous mind as to, | 
©"ſhew me that mortality and perfection cannot. 


A be joined! in one ſubject, yet from henceforth 


al it be buried in oblivion ; nor ever again 
it live in my remembrance: let it be al- 


N 6 
* b Wache for ever from y. ourbrealt, my Fer- : 
8 


nand, and for my ſake ſuffer not the gloom, 


# of Tf tepronah "en ever to ſteal in and i Were, = 


5 our | e happineſs.” 

Now he Cy. were all in an uproar. of cri- 
gem ge the part thatPortia ought "hae, ated, 

W. auld. haye 

Wolle him far. ever from her preſence; 181 
ers that ſhe ould have inyented ſome trial 
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gencrality agreed, that for the dignity, 

he. x (he, ovebt. on no account to a 


the | a he had dhewn. of her, in, 
ie 9 5 xn | 0 104 5 
'Pogria. 8 ng Vour crit and 
various remarks, Be Cay, of wag Lf ought 
or ought not to _ an 1 fairly 15 
adding as natute an N 85 no 
5 did:I ſee the been of mx 


Fer and free from be I deformed demo | 
a had crept in and killed up the 3 


ſpace, : 
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pace, thang hehwhding my and home once 5 
more the ſcat of innocence and truth, my heart 


joyfully danced into its delightful abode, quite | 5 


ting that; Lihad-ever; 3 in my retirement de- 
cided ĩt to h much better for me not nar ; 
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And to: hour eee 3 = 
made a vain boaſt of keeping a due command 
over myzpaſfiotis:; Mhelber Lhaye made the 
etcpts leatnt im my education the only rule 
5 myllife; and re my practiee from my 


ptineiples 3 or ther b am guilty of the hea: 


ey charge of picjudice! and partiality which he 
1 ſo. '\reppatedly and re brought 5 
meint TAL. PATE Sep pr> ves 


: 5 e dbat Bdniaade teig juſtified; 5 | 


4 — from the'' appearance of e and; 
, which/ſhe unnſt confeſs at one time lay 


al denz and 44 abet 8 Was pexfeQtly; 
isfi 


ed with her cotiducb ĩme very point Then, 
taking Portia by the hand; Una was going to diſ- 
raiſs- the;aſſembly;zwho: were quite ſtupid and. 
motionleſs with their diſappoiatinent: in nſeeing oo 
Land A Thus” tonowably, acquitted, | But 
| N be ortia, 
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with Una's permiſſion; te declare what ſhe 
thought of the concluſion of her ſtory. 


N 


Portia,-with a ſoft compaſſion in her Took, mo- 


deſtly ſaid, Suffer me, O Una, to enquire for a 
poor penitent who was juſt now ſtanding before 
us, and Who T had ſome pleaſing hope would 


not have been carried off by that gloomy = 


crew. Then darting her penetrating eyes 
through the croud in ſearch of Cylinda, ſhe at 


laſt perceived her ſixting retired in the remoteſt 
corner, fixing her looks ſtedfaſtly on the ground, 
ſeeming as if ſhe dared not lift them higher; 
her countenance was overſpread with a ſoft ſor- 


called to her, begged herto come forward, and, 


Cylinda, encouraged by this friendly call, 
eame forward, and, bending her eyes on Portia, 


2 4 
Aus /anfwered; 5 09959 „ ahong 


Cv. O Portia, fyourdtory: is ſuch a 


__ contraſting picture to my own follies, and ſets; 
them all ſo-glaring to my view, that the hate ful 
ſight fflls me with horror, and makes me wiſſi 
"to hide myſelf for ever from all human eyes. 
My life hath been (without a metaphor) a tale 


told by an idiot, and my imagination a ſtrut- 
ing player, füll of ſound and fury ſignifying no- 


thing. I have from my youth been playing 
Juglers tricks with my mind, inſtead of planting, 


there any ſeed which could produce me pleaſiire 
or real advantage. For whilſt in my 'own wild 


Tavings I Was erecting monarchies in my breaſt, 


and placed there kings and emperors agreeable; 
to my unbridled fancy, I now too plainly fee, 
that I was inviting eruel tyrants into my 1 


— 


G 


' (26 
aud, Alt 1 rejolced in my ! liberty, | 
was under the moſt ied thraldom. My life 
may properly be called the triumph of the ima- 
gination, as yours, Portia, is of the judgment: 
the errors of my paſt principles and vain philoſo- 
phy being renounced, I might hope to tread. a 
more ſecure and ready path to happineſs. But: 
there is one part of my unhappy ſtory which 
would blot for ever from my memory; for ho, - 
tan I bear, O Portia, to reflect, that by ruin- 
ing Nicanor I was the cauſe of all the ils you. 
have undergone! Had not that unhappy man's: 
paſſion for me ſo blinded his eyes, as to make? 
55 impoveriſn the beſt of | ſons, Ferdinand - 
would have married you, without having: been: 
enfnared; by ſtrange incidents and creumſtan- 
ces, into indulging that only fault of his nature, 
his refined bent of humour. Fou and Four de- 
loved Ferdinand, had I not engaged Nicanor's 
heart, would have enjoyed the uncommon fate 
-of indulging, a reciprocal affection, without paſſ- 
ing over ſharp briers and thorns, by which too 
often the mind is difabled' from rating any haps 
pineſs, even in its utmoſt wiſh, Thus whilſt F 
| vainly cheriſhed that favourite principle, that E 
| injured no-one by my fantaſtic: conduct but my- 
a ſelf, I laid the foundation: for a ſcene of miſery | 
a bor the only human creature I ever wiſh'd to call 
| by the name of friend. With ſhame' and re- 
morſe Ion my error; and by fatal experience 
am convinced, that no creature placed in a ſo- 
I dial community can injure: himſelf alone 
Should you, Portia, have generoſity and great- 
A neſs of mind enough to forgive me this injury 
| 1 have done you, yet can I never forgive my- 
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ſelf. Alete, interrupting Cylinda, „ Portia thus 


N addrefſed her. 


Ponria. We ought not too Md av FEY 
tlaize events, fo, as to blame ourſelves for the 


conſequence of actions which were not ill in- 
tended; and not to forgive ourſelves, Cylinda, 

when pardoned by another, news ſome mix- 

ture of pride in our repentance. | 


O Portia, (cried Cylinda) your wards forci- 


: bly bring t to my eee . verſes in 


TOR” 
80 ſpake u ihe Hats: and his g grave «rebuke, 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 


| Invincible; abaſh'd the devil ſtood, 


And felt how aweful goodneſs is, and ſaw 

51 une in urn nh how lovely; 2712 75 and rv 
i alin; Hands nere | e you 550 in- 
-tended ſeducer of your youth, the veryeſt 
Vvretch Vet I have one ray of pleaſure beam- 
ing on my ſoul.—Euſtace hath. eſcaped my 
Villes, and lives, I doubt not, bleſſed, in bleſſ- 
lag his wife and happy family. Mou alſo, oh 
everradmired Portia, have at laſt met the de- 
ſerved reward of your faithful love. That 1 


am deft che on ſufferer moſt ! is 9 0 com- 
S068 7; 


Here: ariother mower of ſoftened tears fell 
Som the eyes of Cylinda, whilſt the CR r, 
thinking they fell for the cauſe of bemoaning 
_-her: ve ace; Putin ſeized her in their graſp: 
hilft ſame of them begged her td reſume or 


Former entertaining rk 3 88 3 5 
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1 1 1. 475 3 
| 5 all the force of ſcorn aad contempt, endeavour. 
ed to rally and frighten her out of fuch a mean- 
naeſs of ſpirit (as they called it) as that of own- _ 
ing ſhe had led a life of error. But ſhe reſo- 
lutely diſentangled herſelf from their hold: and 
encouraged by Portia's deſiring her to come 
nearer, telling her alſo, that ſhe hoped there 
might be 3 happy * Lo her yet, thus 
proceeded. 75 
Ex LINDA. Yet wreidhed as I now appear, 
and ſelf. condemned, I cannot quite loſe the 
pleaſing impreſſion which I received from A- 
manda's letter of a future hope, and a depend- 
ence on a God of goodneſs. This is a proſpe 
ſo inviting, that I cannot quite cloſe my eyes 
upon its beauties. It appears to me but too 
| | evident, that all my former air-built caſtles 
were formed on a falſe and fleeting foundation; 
and altho' I ever retained candor, or the ſhadow- 
of candor, enough to preferve me from obſti- 
I "ately adhering to one error on diſcovery of its 
— being ſuch, yet even this ſmall ſhare of candor, 
kW Which, properly managed, might have conducet - 
to my happineſs, I have hitherto contrived to. 
turn into food to cheriſh my. grandeſt error. 
For inſtead of gaining humility by perceiving 
how apt I was to wander into miſtakes, I only 
added another gratification to my pride, in 
daring to confeſs that T had been in the wro! 
But now my humbled heart truly takes ſhame | 
to itſelf. I would willingly turn my ſteps into 
the right road, but am ſo unacquainted with the 
paths of truth, that I know not where to find 
an entrance. I would fly to revelation as my 
Fe; T would embrace the animating hope 
V enjoyed 


Z2ͤĩ]75k?4ũ ß 


— -. AY We. . 8 9 


— HR — — ——— n Ii» SI — ty pena enns. * 

! : — 7 4-4 * 7 4 2 i 3 2 — wy g 

r 3 heres Fu EDD oo ᷣ „0000000000000 . * eee 3 
EF N — 3 ah i 


. 


Co 272 13 


enjoyed by Amanda; but conſcious ſhame tells 1 


me that hope is the lot of the innocent, and not 


of the guilty. This drives me back again into 
deſpair: 1 conſider myſelf like the firſt deceiver 
of mankind, and as having all my life been 


guilty of. mental idolatry; abuſing my under- 


| ſtanding, miſemploying the ſtrength of my ima- 


gination, only to gratify my own pride in en- 
deavouring to think myſelf equal with God. 


This is. the ſm for which I fear ſhowers of con- 
trite tears cannot atone. As to the life of vice 


which 1 was betrayed into by that tyrant ſelf- 
adoration, and to prove that I had a genius and 
ſpirit which ſoar'd above being reſtrained by 


common laws of deeency, as it proceeded not 
from profligaey of diſpoſition, with more plea- . 


ſure could I quit it than ever I found in its em- 


pty enjoyment. Let difficult will be the labour 


to ſet my mind to rights; to regain the loſt and 
true path to peace and tranquillity, unaſſiſted by 

any kind hand I muſt undertake the arduous taſk: . 
for I dare not ſeek a friend, I can have no hope 


1+ of any protector. 


PORT IA. God forbid that true and humble | 
repentance ſhould ever want aſſiſtance or pro- 
tection! It is now two years ſince I was marri- 
ed to my Ferdinand. Poor Nicanor lived not 
to give us his bleſſing on our marriage. My 
Cordelia, (ever from our firſt acquaintance the 


ſiſter of my heart, but now dearly connected 


by alliance] makes one of our happy family. 
We have all one heart, one mind; therefore I 
am certain of doing nothing that is diſagreeable 
either to my huſband. or my Cordelia, when I 
ä SO I an alylum 3 in our ſweet retreat. 15 


WE KY 
Now the Cay, with the utmoſt vicuſences; | 
Fell -on Portia, for encouraging CREATURES, 
and being by her behaviour a ſcandal to all vir- 
gt women, and as having. committed. the 
| eſt outrage to modeſty and reputation. 
Portia, | hy would willingly avoid harbour-- 
ing ſuch an inſolent contempt of my fellow- 
: creatures, as to be careleſs of their cenſures, of | 
give them real cauſe to be offended at my beha- 
1 "Yet I look on it as my duty to be as 
watchful on the other hand, leſt-I ſhould be ter 
rified by the dread of malicious tongues, from 
oxerting that compaſſion and forgiveneſs which 
is due to a ſincere penitent. Such a paltry 
dread can terrify none but ſuch whoſe reputa- 
tions. are. built on ſo tottering a foundation that 
the leaſt breath of wind may eaſly blaſt and de- 
ſtroy them. The only Bede dread is, leſt a2 
narrow: ſelfiſhneſs ſhould, aftuate us to abandows . 
the repentant to. defpair and miſery.” . 85 | 
Notwithſtanding all Portia laſt ſaid, the Cay 
eontioued to abuſe her with the moſt envenom- d 
| reproaches. Then, flying into rapturous enco- 
miums on juffiee, they called” atoud' for it ow _ 
Cylinda, who delerved,. they f fad, to be aban»- 1 
40 0 by all. mankinc. 5 
Cylinda, pale and trembling, Wirt Bok avi. = 
fixed on the ground, and almoſt over- powered 
with Portia's goodneſs ro ker, famitly gave u- 
terance to the following words. ry 
CTLIN DI. The bleſlings,. Portia, you woult 7 
eonfer on me are too generous, too great! For 
this puniſhment doth juſtice exact for ſuch a life 
As . that T muſt either altdergre fine with 
ED IL, Profikurs 
e | * 5 


ſteps for ever. 
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Stokes hireltngs, „ or fly 1 the trace of Human 
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the 
with one confent exclaitn'd, Hear Her, Portia, 


This humble eonfeſlon from Cyundz 


hear her, ſhe calls for juſtice Then JusTice, 


JvsT1CE, JUSTICE, reſounded through the f 
| numerous rout. | 


" "mY RTIA. Moſt truly e dom Chancer fay inks 24 
«That Ire rengeln bone in gent e- 
And Via the carats of Theſes, „in his i Kg 
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«c And wel, unto himfelf be Ta; 7 fie, 
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image of The eus's 4 10 is at that inſtant 
conveyed to the reader, than a thouſand ſound- 


ing phraſes, pick d and cull'd b Aon moſt able 


orator, are capable of conve - Chabcer 
doth not repreſent Theſeus as la Gi ing to prove 


the neceſſity of mercy, or in florid. expreſſions | 


apo, Ju beauty, but he makes him throw the 


man power, the lord who Wants it, with 
ſcorn from his boſom; and in ſuch . as 


. would have been Kl cl. towards a man guiltz 


of the moſt ſhame | action. Oh, that all man- 


| kind would. join in condemning. this Want of 
mercy, and in a general chorus call out, Fre, 


FIE,. upon a human form that 3 is deſtitute of lo 
divine an attribute. | 
Una 
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. erprelled the moſt bent conjunction 
Lich Portia, and again eee with her her 


regel exclamation: adding allo, that it was 
, the only road pointed out by which mankind 
could hope to arrive at happineſs hereafter. 


PoxTia. This mercy muſt dwell in . 
Kearns, it muſt regulate every common 'conver- 


ation; otherwiſe, inſult on the one hand, and 
malice on the other, will render all intercourſe 
5 between the neareſt Kindred, or the greateſt 
profeſſors of friendſhip; but i many various 
 Trenes of heart - burning, ſtrife, and fierce emu- 


lation. Mercy muſt be felt, deſcription hath 


no force to reach it; Hl for, (as e ſays) 


It drop ppeth as the gentle dew from heaven - 


* Upon che place beneath; it is twice bleſt; 


1 0 It bleſſeth him that gives ; and Hit that rakes,” 


* 


Pottis's quoration had juſt as Auch weight 
with the Gx, as the ſame ſpeech coming from 


her mme ke, in the Merchant of Venice, had 
on Shylock the Jew: for ſo inveterate was the 


Tancor of their unmerciful hearts againſt her, 


tat, had they been poſſeſſed of Shylock's in- 
Human bond, like bim, they would not wilnng- 
„ have abated one ſeruple of its full forfeit and 
penalty. Yet had they, at preſent, no ſeopfe 


for venting their malice; but, whilſt merey was 
her theme, they had been ſcowling at Portia 
from under their lowring brows, and had Siven 
her a ſullen attention : 89 

Tears of ſincere repentance od joy conti- 
nued to fall from the eyes of Cylinda, and the 


face of Una had 1 8 e 1 a 1 5 = 
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ant ſmile. But, fully to expreſs her approbaw- 
1 tion of Portia's ſentiments, and thoroughly to 
|'/ quell the inſolence of the Gx v, ſhe aroſe from 
| her ſeat, waved her hand for profound ſilence, 
Fl and thus herſelf purſued the theme of mercy,,, . 
Dx. Mzxcy deſcends like the dew 
eng 6 from heaven on the juſt and on the unjuſt' - 
And when. men love JusTict ſo well. as to. 
”] withhold their hands from uERCY, they re- 
verſe the afting up to the diftates.of the law 
and the prophets : they Love juſtice; they la- 
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| bour to Po mercy; and, inſtead of walking 


noms rv, walk PROUDLY with their God, by 
- thus attempting to take vengeance out of his 
=: hand, _ executing it themſelves. What the: 
royal pfalmiſt, divinely inſpired, ſays of his 
= Creas?, is, that he is exorable, merciful, flow. 
do wrath, inclined to elemency, and to aſſiſt his 
1 . ereatutes. But the effects of this divine attri-- 
pute of mercy in its fulleſt extent are too great: 
ö to be wielded by a feeble human arm: what is 
mercy: therefore in the Moſt. High. can only be 
exemplified by kindneſs and charity in man. 
Vet ſhall thoſe men, who (profeſſing themſelves 
|]; Followers of the God of mercy) after they have 
1 gratified their own pride, by pretending to a2 
nice examination of the merits of their fellowũ—ʃd 
creatures, preſume to call a ſmall relief, in a 
manner ſqueezed out from the hardneſs of their 8 
hearts, by the ſacred name of charity or. mercy! 
It is the nature of mercy to flow in large abund- 
nance, like the vivifying gifts of our e 
And what doth the Lord. require of thee; but to 
vo jaſtly, and to-LovE mercy, and to walk nunzlx 
with thy God? - Micah. chap, 6. ver. 8. 


75 
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a rock too hard to be melted by any human 


power. By human merey in its fall extent, I _ 

mean that chriſtian charity ſpoken of by St. 
Paul, without which he pronounces all other 

virtues to be as SOUNDING BRASS AND TIN= - 


.'KLING CYMBALS, 
Una ceaſed; and Portia thus 3 ( un- 


heeding of the CR L's continued clamour for _ 
ſtrict juſtice) now led Cylinda, whoſe counte- 
nanee expreſſed a modeſt compulſion, up 55 x 


Una. 


Ar to her manner, and ſmiled with pleafure on 


her new-made convert; telling; her alſo, that if 
her penitence was real, and her heart truly re- 


claim'd, that ſhe ſhould not want encourage 


ment to perſevere in the road to virtue, and con- 


ſequently to laſting happineſs. 


The CRT, who during Cylinda' s relation '& | 


her life had often held her in high admiration, 


and frequently had been on the very brink of re- 


ceiving her as their beſt friend, from the mo- 
ment they beheld her humbled look; with tears 


of penitence, remorſe, and diffidence, on her- | 
approach to Una, were outrageous in their 
abuſe of her. But as they could reproach and 


upbraid her with nothing for which ſhe did net 


with the moſt poignant ſorrow reproach herſelf, 
they could not find much gratification for their 
malicious clamor. They had no reſource 


therefore from the mortifying ſight of Una's re- 
ception of Cylinda, but to deny the evidence 
of their own AT: and boldly to Teas that it 


Was 


ich are ſhowered: down from heaven; and 
not to come in ſcanty drops, as if produced from | 


Una received Cylinda with a benignity peculi. 
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was not in the nature of things for Una to ſuf. 
fer ſuch a wretch as Cylinda to come within her 
touch. But this matter was ſoon decided by 
the falling of a large curtain, which on one ſide 
left Una, Portia, and Cylinda, and on the o- 
ther ſide the Cx y: who were no ſooner without 
a common enemy on whom to vent their ſpleen, 
than they began to wrangle, contend, and abuſe 
each other in ſuch a manner, that it was impoſ- 
ſible for them to remain in one collective body. 
hey ſeparated therefore for the preſent, but 
continue ever reſtleſs in ſeeking for miſchief. 
They roam about upon the earth, ſometimes 
ſingle (each cloſely embracing that favourite 
motto of their leader VV 


_ e Evil, be thou my good) LO : 


and ſometimes in ſmall parties. They know 
each other's voice, nor ever fail reſolutely and 
unanimouſly to ſupport affe ctation and fallacy, 
and to oppoſe ſimplicity and truultnt. 
Portia and Cylinda, after many friendly in- 
ſtructions given them, were kindly diſmiſſed by 
Una, who, quitting her mortal form, aſcend- 
ed all bright and glorious- to her native bleſt 
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Ms we have divided our work into ſcenes, 


1 and introduced each part by a prologue, 
we think it neceſſary, in order to preſerve the 
uniformity of our piece, to conclude it by an 
epilogue. e ks Ed ee 
The common idea annex'd to this word 
taken from our ſtage repreſentations, is (we 
are ſenſible) a certain number of verſes ſpoken 
very archly by ſome celebrated actor or actreſs, 
When the play is at an end; deſcribing with 
double entendre ſomething tranſacted behind the 
ſcenes, or elſewhere, which ought no more to 
be mentioned than exhibited before a modeſt 
and polite audience. But in this our epilogue 
we deſign only to inform our reader what be- 
came of the principal characters introduced in ; 
our ſtory, during the remaining part of their -| 
Peortia, in the deſcription of the married life 
1 ſhe wiſhed to live with her Ferdinand, hath ve- 4 
ry truly informed the reader in what manner ſhe 
behaved when her wiſhes were, compleated, by 
her happy nuptials with the only man ſhe ever 
deſired to call by tlie name of huſband. Sge 
found not the leaſt difficulty in connecting tge 
ideas of obedience and affection. Her life wes 
„„ : LN 
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a life of true pleaſure. The eie of he 
mind caſt ſuch a luſtre over her countenance as 
Joyed the heart of Ferdinand, and the moſt: 
pleaſing mirth and innocent chearfulneſs was dif- 


fuſeck throughout their agreeable family. 


That dangerous love of refinement. in Ferdi- 


a nand's terpper, which had ' like to have loſt him 
his Portiaz. and to have deſtroyed all his world- 


ly happineſs,. was by ſuch a mortifying reflexi- 
on rooted from his Heart. His confidence in: 


his amiable companion was unalterably fixed; 
and his indulgence to the wife of his deliberate: 
choice was unbounded: whilſt Portia, with the 
utmoſt gratitude and ſenſibhility of heart, could 


receive ſuch indulgence, and extract from thenee 


the higheſt human felicity. The hearts of this. 


truly happy couple harboured no- clandeſtine: 


purpoſes; they had nothing to conceal: from 
each other; painful ſuſpicions and anxious 
doubts could not e their ee be- 5 
ſoms. 


Very different v was the ſequiet: of - he lives of 


; Oliver and Melantha, who bound themſelves 


to each other by the irrevocable chains of mar- 
riage, from far other motives than thoſe which 


eemented the hearts of our Ferdinand and his. 
'Portia, © 


Oliver, who 1 no joy but ſick as ſacceſſ 


ful malice could inſpire, had been in the higheſt 


raptures, on the ſuppoſition that his arts d 


ftratagems had for ever ruined; his brother's: - 
eace of mind, and had rendered him wretch- 
2d by the lofs of ſuch a wife as Portia : altho“ 
in fact all the-plots of Oliver againſt: Ferdinand 
would have been totally ineffectual, if the 
Ta 1 of baſe” (4s Shakeſpear expreſſes =; 
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raved, ſhe blubbered out wy tears of paſſion, 
and gave ſuch; a vociferous vent to her griefs, 
that they began at. laſt a little to. ſubſide. She 

no longer affected to be Portia's ſhadow, but, 
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„Ale ls org boſom; hig overaefliementagtt- | 


too reſtleſs curioſity, had not joined to aſſiſt his 


'brother's miſchie vous machinations againſt him. 
But when Portia's ſteady conduct and faithful 


love had, notwithſtanding Ferdinand's frailty, 


generouſiy compleated his happineſs, the gnaw⸗ 5 


ing envy, Which preyed on the wretehed heart 


ale rer I ſwelled his miſery to-ſuch a height, b 
2 As bars al words and cuts deſeription ſhort,” a7, 


"Molamtha... 3 on he marriage of N 
A Poftia, was at firſt driven almoſt to diſ. 
traction. She avoided the ſight of every hu- 
man face, leſt the „ of her own 


heart, and (what was torture to her thoughts) 
the cauſe of that wretchedneſs, ſhould be dif 


Covered. She for ſome time therefore confin- 5 
ed heęrſelf to the company in the world which 
Ber invidious malice. had rendered moſt truly 


diſagreeable to her, namely, her on: but ſhe 


E her natural character, ſhe on every de- 


_ caſon gave a locſe to the moſt violent paſſions, 
' and aſſerted tbat fich a gonduc was the higheſt 

proof of a ſuperiority of underſtanding, and an 

| Honeſt goodneſs of heart. And often alſo 
5 E the declare, that ſhe would not for the 
world be ſuch a id d anim; 


Portia. - "3 e 2 21 . 


It is a known obſervation, that there is BY 
ſo agreeable to lovers when they are abſent 
fan OD? as a CT Bene a who will con⸗ 
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know their characters. 
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| brother: Ferdinand arid Portia to the ei "sf TY 


be 6brained by matrimony. IE. 8115 
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8 einaally' l ſound forch the praiſes of the enen ; 


object: and thoſe perſons who, from the e depth 


. fancy d wiſdom, chuſe to harbour 'rancor- 
ous hatred in their boſoms, are perhaps equally 


pleaſed with companions who will continually: 


entertain their ears with invectives and abuſe 
on the objects of their hatred: The abuſe of 
Ferdinand and Portia was to Oliver and Melan- 
tha their never ceaſing theme; and the delight 
which they took in ſuch converſation unfortu- 
nately led them into a ſmall miſtake, and made 
them once mote imagine that they were reeipfo- 
__ cally inſpired with a paſſion for each other, to 
which they gave the name of love. Suck Were: | 


the means by which Melantha and Oliver be- 


1 came huſband and wife ! and how they lived! 


need not be related: to 3 who, a hes 


A 


life... She honoured the married Nate; and 


22 would not have refuſed a lover who — 1 been 
_ agreeable. to her inchnations, and whom her 
| jlgment could have approved: 


| had many prope 
fate never to, meet with. a maß with whom'the' : 


| I could. have chöfe 15 babe entered whey Took 


Jet it ba pened tobe her 
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and irrevocable. an ei 


for an Bak, 


or honour,” hi el 
Cylinda, whoſe life had heen one con ed 


cle of error, not either from profilgaey 'of 
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diſf poſition, or malice of Katt bf 
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And ſhe always declared, that fhe was d Hap! 
pily ſityared to chan bang Rh amiatde erp als 
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gination, triumphing in the fancied raptures 


of her own independence, (the moſt dangerous 


rock. a human mind can ſplit on) was no ſooner 
convinced of her own imbecillity, and her for- 


mer follies, that ſhe. led the moſt exemplary = 
wards Portia, to whom ſhe made it her ſtudy to 


become the moſt agreeable companion. She 
was ſincerely penitent, without the leaſt tin- 
cture of deſpondency, and innocently chearful, 


without indulging any farther dangerous wild 
flights of fancy: and often times did ſhe de- 
clare, that the latter part of her life was infi- 
nitely happier, than the bloom of youth, and 


elegance of beauty, joined to the higheſt world. - 
ly proſperity, could formerly have rendered her, 


That learning, which had before been one of 
the inſtruments of her deluſion, now became 
only an innocent and delightful amuſement. 
She ſet not too high a value on any thing in 


this world, yet was Portia's true friendſhip to 


Ec a cordial to her ſoftened heart. She paſſed 


her time free from anxious cares, and in a man- 


ner ſlid to her tomb in peace. 


Ferdinand and Portia tenderly lamented her 
death, ſaying, in the words of their admired 


. Adieu, and take thy praiſe with thee to heav'n, 


Thy ignominy ſleep with thee in the grave.“ 


= They ever kindly cheriſhed her memory, 55 
| whilſt the unhappy part of her ſtory was quoted 


or applied by them as a check to the wildneſs 
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